
New pressure for public inquiry 

1,000 clues to 
the Wests’ 
other victims 


WILL BENNETT 
and COLIN BROWN 

Detectives in the Cromwell 
Street murder inquiry are fol- 
lowing several new leads after 
their appeal for information on 
nine missing women known to 
have visited Frederick and 
Rosemary Wests* home. 

But police yesterday stressed 
that there was no evidence that 
the women had come to any 
harm and said that they had no 
plans to start fresh searches for 
human remains. Police still 
have more than 1,000 incom- 
plete lines of inquiry to check 
and a decision is to be made 
about which to follow up. 

As controversy grew over 
the alleged failure by Glouces- 
tershire police, health and so- 
cial services departments to 
spot warning signs of abuse 
and murder in Cromwell Street, 
government ministers sought to 
avoid becoming embroiled in 
the row. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Secre- 
tary of State for Health, last 
night resisted pressure from 
his own backbenchers for a 
public .inquiry. Ministers, are 
flrianismt that the system has 
been improved since the Maria 
Colwell inquiry in 1974, and that 
it ensured that police inform 
social sendees departments of 
child abuse suspects. 

Tory backbencher Emma 
Nicholson argued yesterday 
that Government claims that 
diOren had adequate protection 
were not true. “ Todays children 
are not protected. I am in ut- 
ter despair at the exposure of 
professional incompetence and 
of the inadequacy of systems. 1 
am appalled by the failure of the 
services to look after those 
children. All they are saying is 
that it is all too difficult and it 
was a long time ago. It is ab- 
solutely desperate. I feel so 
strongly I can't bear iL” 

Miss Nicholson demanded 
the resignation of “those in au- 
thority^ in the case and called 


for a Royal Commission “to 
look at the whole way wc pro- 
tect vulnerable children". 

A second strand of criticism 
emerged with calls for new laws 
to prevent tabloid newspapers 
buying up potential witnesses in 
major criminal cases. At least 
seven witnesses at the Win- 
chester trail of Rosemary West 
spoke of media deals of up to 
£100,000. Sir Nicholas Lyell, the 
Attorney General, who will 



Emma Nicholson: demand 
for Royal Commission 

conduct a review of the law on 
payments to witnesses with the 
Lord Chancellor and the Home 
Office, said the payments were 
like a form of Russian roulette 
and had threatened to blow pro- 
ceedings out of the water. 

‘Are wc running a criminal 
justice system as an entertain- 
ment business. or something the 
public has confidence in and 
which will deliver justice?" said 
Sir Nicholas. 

There was confusion over 
the position of the Press Com- 
plaints Commission following 
claims that Lord McGregor, its 
former chairman, had told a 
tabloid editor that he would oot 
be in breach of the code of con- 
duct for newspapers by paying 
a witness for a story because the 
rules were so ambiguous. 

A leading social services of- 


ficial said last night that there 
was no guarantee (hat there 
could not be another case like 
the West catalogue of murder 
and abuse. “No one with any 
sense can give an absolute guar- 
antee that it couldn’t happen 
again," said John Ransford, 
honorary secretary of the As- 
sociation of Directors of Social 
Services. “But we can, with a 
degree of certainty ... it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that a situation 
like that would build up and the 
signs not be picked up." 

But while the chOd abuse sys- 
tem was much improved, there 
remained considerable diffi- 
culties about helping runaways 
- such as those who fell victim 
to the Wests. “As youngsters of 
16, 17 and 18 come up to adult- 
hood they have rights as citizens 
to control their lives to a grow- 
ing extent, and to disppear if 
they want to. And if they want 
to disppear, it is a relatively easy 
thing to do," he said. 

Douglas French, Tory MP for 
Gloucester, repealed hk call fbr 
a public inquiry and condemned 
the official report into soda! ser- 
vices departments involved in 
the West case by the Bridge con- 
sultancy as “woefully inade- 
quate". He said: “What they 
have done is to look at hundreds 
of documents but they have not 
spoken to people at all." 

Detective Superintendent 
John Bennett head of the mur- 
der investigation, said the po- 
lice had received 24 phone rails 
from the public since Rosemary 
West’s conviction on 10 murder 
charges. Half of these provid- 
ed information about some of 
the nine missing women who all 
visited Cromwell Street at some 
time during the last twenty 
years. One of the calls related 
to Marilyn, a woman who lived 
in Gloucester in the early 1970s. 

The remaining 12 callers had 
given police “positive lines of in- 
quiry that they can follow", 
said Det Supt Bennett 

Club of the damned. 

Safeguards hope, pages 2 ,3 


Former Barings trader Nick Leeson is led away by officers from Singapore's Commercial Affairs Department after his 
extradi ti on from Frankfurt . He faces 11 fraud and forgery charges. Report, page 10 Photograph: Simon Thong 


Power takeover binge stemmed 


MA RY FAGA N 
and PETER RODGERS 

I 

The Government yesterday 
called a halt to a £14bn takeover 
binge in the electricity industry 
by referring two of the biggest 
bids to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, surprised the 
City by refusing to approve a 
£2.8bn bid by National Power, 
a privatised electricity genera- 
tor, for Southern Electric, a lo- 
cal distribution company. He 
also referred a £1.95bn bid by 
PowerGen, another generator, 
for Midlands Electricity. 


But there were fears in the in- 
dustry that by slopping the bids 
Mr Lang could be opening the 
door to takeovers of Southern 
and Midlands by foreign firms 
that are known to be on the 
prowl for UK utilities. 

However, this is the first 
time Mr Lang has acceded to 
widespread political, consumer 
and trade union demands for 
electricity bids to be scruti- 
nised by the monopolies com- 
mission. The inquiries will take 
several months. 

He has been accused by 
Labour of allowing the entire 
structure of the industry agreed 
at privatisation in 1990 to be 


torn down and rebuilt without 
proper scrutiny. 

Mr Lang and his predecessor, 
Michael Heseltine, have al- 
ready cleared five other bids for 
privatised regional electricity 
companies, four of which have 
gone through. 

But Mr Lang said he was re- 
ferring the latest two bids be- 
cause he was concerned about 
vertical integration between 
generators and distributors. 

The National Consumer 
Council welcomed the referrals, 
saying domestic consumers in a 
captive market needed to be 
protected. “We are worried 
about the potential for abuse of 


market power if the bids are al- 
lowed to go ahead and we want 
to be sure safeguards are pul in 
place to protect the interests of 
consumers." 

Unions expressed guarded 
relief but warned that Mid- 
lands and Southern must not be 
allowed to become vulnerable 
to takeovers by foreign com- 
panies. 

Full report, page 24 


New spy 
chief is 
named 
for MIS 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

An anti- terrorist expert and 
career civil servant is to head 
M15 as the Security Service 
prepares to move into tradi- 
tional policing for the first time. 

Tbe appointment of David 
Lander - the “in house" choice 
- is seen as an endorsement of 
the Security Service's recent pol- 
icy of expanding its role into 
fighting organised crime and 
drug trafficking. 

Mr Lander, 48, who is con- 
sidered a “moderate and a pro- 
fessional", will take over the 
£90,000-a-year job as director- 
general of M15 from Stella 
Rimington next Easter. 

He joined the service in 1975 
and spent two years at MI6 be- 
fore heading MI5’s ami-ter- 
rorist squad and later becoming 
a director of corporate affairs. 

His selection comes at a cru- 
cial moment of change for the 
Security Service, with its 2,000 
staff and £150m budgeL The 
Government is to bring in leg- 
islation to expand its role. It is 
currently restricted to protect- 
ing national security and the 
country's economic well-being. 

Mr Lander is known to have 
been a keen supporter of the 
service's drive to work against 
organised crime. He will have 
to cope with increasing pres- 
sures to make M15 more open 
and accountable. Last night, he 
said in a statement: “I am very 
pleased to have been invited to 
take the service forward at this 
time, buildiag on the achieve- 
ments under my predecessors." 

Mr Lander, married with 
two children, was educated at 
Queen’s College, Cambridge, 
and went on to lake a PhD in 
history. Since joining M15 m 
1975, he has been responsible 
for monitoring Soviet spying ac- 
tivity in Britain and domestic 
subversion. 

Downing Street also yester- 
day announced the appoint- 
ment of another civil servant, 
David Omand, 48. to the job of 
heading the intelligence centre 
at Government Communication 
Headquarters in Cheltenham. 



Howard vetoes European racism laws 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, yesterday vetoed far- 
reaching proposals aimed at 
halting the rising tide of racist 
violence in Europe. 

In a hot-tempered meeting in 
Brussels, Mr Howard accused 
other' European Union mem- 
bers of “lecturing" Britain over 
the need for greater controls to 
ban racist demonstrations and 
racist literature. The Home 
Secretary’s lone stand was 
enough to block the resolution, 
drawn up over several months 
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Karadzic risks trial 
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within the Council of Ministers, 
detailing measures to counter 
racism and xenophobia. 

Britain argued that Europe 
had no right to insist on uniform 
controls, saying the measure 
could mean major legislative 
change, and the Home Office 
needed more time to consider 
the resolution. Mr Howard 
stands accused by Labour of 
playing the “race card" at home 
by p ushing through new re- 
strictions on political asylum in 
the run-up to the next election. 

In Brussels, the Home Sec- 
retary was charged by his part- 
ners with blocking a vital 


initiative which many states be- 
lieve would have helped improve 
race relations. Countries like 
Germany, the Netherlands and 
France, where racist violence by 
right-wing groups has been on 
the increase, argued strongly in 
favour of the measure. 

Tbe resolution, drafted by the 
highly secretive K4 committee 
of senior officials from all mem- 
ber states, is the result of a 
lengthy study into racist violence 
and xenophobia. The proposal 
was put forward to balance 
new measures agreed yesterday 
imposing tighter EU controls 
on refugees and immigrants. 


The study concluded that mem- 
ber states must co-operate and 
harmonise efforts to combat 
racist violence if the problem 
was to be eradicated. The rec- 
ommendations included: 

■ Harmonising laws in each 
member state on the confisca- 
tion of racist or inflammatory 
publications, videos, films and 
television programmes. 

■ New Europe-wide intelli- 
gence centres to monitor tbe ac- 
tivities of extremists and the 
spread of racist materials. 

■ An examination of penalties 
in different member stales, with 
a view to harmonisation. 


The proposal was presented 
as a so-called “common ac- 
tion" which would be binding on 
member stales. The text, which 
Mr Howard blocked, stated 
that international co-operation 
in this area was essentia] to pre- 
vent extremists in one country 
moving their activities to a 
neighbouring state where con- 
trols were less stringent 
British officials stressed last 
night that Britain was not 
against the principle of the 
proposals, and it is understood 
that Mr Howard might have ac- 
cepted the resolution if it had 
not been legally binding. 



Mtehael Howard: Lone stand 
against anti-racist measures 


Slick gambit puts chess king in check 


about, calling it 

G.J.’s Fidget 3 - 

butt it isn’t long 
and knobblg 
with a glowing 
iabt at the end. 


WILLIAM HARTSTON 

Chess Correspondent 

The world of chess was thrown 
into fresh turmoil after a clever 
gambit toppled the autocratic 
leader of the game’s interna- 
tional federation. 

JFlorencio Campomanes fi- 
nally met his match after 17 
years as president of Fide, 
during which time his lea der s hip 
style had astonished and often, 
infuriated chess followers 
around the world, from world 
champions down to the hum- 
blest pawn-pushers. 

But he found himself in an 
unwinnable position when more 


than 60 delegates at a meeting 
of the Fide General Assembly 
in France signed a statement 
threatening to leave Fide forth- 
with, unless “full democracy" 
was restored. 

The president was left with 
little alternative hut to resign his 
post 

Hie final moves began with 
an allegation of electoral 
irregularities in Moscow last De- 
cember that led to Mr Campo- 
manes’s fifth presidential term. 
The second move was a report 
on Fide finances suggesting 
that presidential spending had 
captured rather too high a pro- 
portion of their coffers. Bui the 


third move was the one that left 
him with no escape. 

Since 1993, when Gariy Kas- 
parov and Nigel Short left 
Fide to play a world title match 
under the auspices of their 
newly formed Professional 
Chess Association (PCA), there 
has been a deep schism within 
the chess world, with each 
organisation running its own 
“world championships". 

The main plank of Mr Cam- 
pomanes’s re-election platform 
was a deal with Kasparov that 
promised rapprochement and a 
unifying match for the title 
next year. 

As negotiations became 


bogged down, however, Mr 
Campomanes came under in- 
creasing pressure. 

He had found no sponsor for 
a Fide title match between 
Anatoly Karpov and Gala Kam- 
sky, and he had reached no 
agreement with the PCA on 
the conditions for a unifying 
contest. 

The Fide championship 
seemed stalemated tty his inac- 
tion and led to his being open- 
ly accused, by both Karpov and 
Kamsfcy, of selling oat to the 
enemy. 

For once Mr Campomanes. 
who has a degree in political sci- 
ence from Harvard, found that 


even his considerable political 
skills were not enough to save 
himself. 

He resigned shortly after the 
Central Committee of Fide bad 
passed a motion of no confi- 
dence in him “and his team" - 
a king finally pushed from 
power by his own infuriated 
pawns. 
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Search for victims: Allegations that Wests were part of a cult and of more murders in 








Sites in question: Newspaper reports have claimed bodies are buried at other sites (from left): A car park at Castie meads, in Gloucester, a mill at Berkeley, Gloucester, and a site at Klnnlng Park in Glasgow 
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Police have no plans to excavate bodies 


WILL BENNETT and 
JOHN ARUDGE 

Gloucestershire police are 
adamant that they have no 
plans lo excavate for further 
bodies in the West investigation 
despite some newspaper stories 
yesterday giving details of sites 
where the Wests arc alleged to 
have buried other victims. 

Douglas French. Conserva- 
tive MP for Gloucester, has 


called for digging lo be re- 
sumed. But Tony Butler, Chief 
Constable of Gloucester, said: 
“Ai present the inquiry has no 
substantive evidence that will 
support any inference that there 
are Further victims of Fred and 
Rosemary West. There is cer- 
tainly no evidence on which we 
would take further action to 
search in any location in 
Gloucestershire for the recov- 
ery of any human remains." 


Detective Superintendent 
John Bennett, who headed the 
inquiry, said the police had in- 
vestigated the possibility that 
other people had been involved 
with the Wests in the murders. 
One newspaper yesterday 
claimed that Frederick West 
said that they were part of a 
group called The CulL 

He said there was no evi- 
dence of any outside involve- 
ment in the Idlings and said that 


if there had been those con- 
cerned would have been ar- 
rested and charged. 

Police in Glasgow said they 
were ready to investigate claim s 
that Frederick West may have 
butchered up to four women in 
the city. West moved to Glas- 
gow in the summer of 1963 with 
his Scots- bom wife Rena. The 
couple lived in two flats in the 
Bridgeton and Khming Park ar- 
eas of the city. Those who knew 


West at the time have raised sus- 
picions that he may have killed 
several women there. 

Concern centres on an allot- 
ment West rented in Kin rung 
Park near the river Clyde. One 
local man, John McLachlan, 
who lived next to the Wests in 
their flat in McLellan Street and 
had an allotment in the same 
area, told the Independent yes- 
terday that West spent many 
hours in a hut on the allotment 


working alone late into the 
night. 

Mr McLachlan, 57, said: “He 
was there at all hours up to two 
or three in the morning. Some 
people thought he may have 
been using the hut to meet girl- 
friends. But most of the lime he 
was alone. No one knows what 
he was up to but he sure as hell 
wasn't gardening." 

Mr McLachlan. a former bus 
driver, recalled several conver- 


sations he had bad with West at 
the allotment. “Fred left certain 
parts of the ground uncultivat- 
ed. 2 remember asking him 
from lime to time: 'Why don’t 
you grow something there?’ 
He would say: ’Oh, Tm saving 
that for special purposes.’ I 
didn’t t hink much of that at the 
tim e but, recalling it ail now. it 
seems very suspicious.'* 
Strathclyde police said yes- 
terday that around 20 women 


from the Glasgow bad been 
missing since the 60s. Although 
there was no direct evidence 
li nking West with any of the dis- 
appearances, detectives said 
they were ready to investigate 
any allegations and begin dig- 
ging up the allotment, if 
Gloucestershire police believed 
any bodies were buried there. 
Excavation would be difflcuiL 
however, since houses and 
roads had been built on the plot. 



Press backlash: Newspapers in the dock over use of cheque-book journalism 

Question over tainted evidence 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Leading lawyers said yesterday 
that Rosemary West may have 
an “arguable" case in the Court 
of Appeal if she could prove 
evidence against her had been 
tainted or distorted by the 
promise of large sums of money 
from newspapers to the key 
prosecution witnesses. 

But barristers blamed the 
Government for repeatedly fail- 
ing to take action in the past 
over what has become an in- 
creasing feature of many big 
trials, from the Moors murders 
through to Jeremy Thorpe and 
that of Peter Sutcliffe. 

Yesterday Geoffrey Robert- 
son QC a media law expert and 
defence lawyer said: “This scan- 


dal goes back to 1979, when the 
present Government foiled to 
prosecute its friends at the Sun- 
day Telegraph who promised to 
pay £25, (XX) to Peter Bessel if 
the evidence secured the con- 
viction of Jeremy Thorpe." 

He said journalists should be 
free to interview witnesses. 
“The harm is when there is an 
offer of large sums of money on 
the assumption that their evi- 
dence will lead to a conviction. 
It is calculated to buy them into 
a stray, which may be exagger- 
ated in order to obtain more 
money from the media.” 

Michael Mansfield, another 
leading QC went further, sug- 
gesting that interviews with wit- 
nesses or potential witnesses 
should be banned until after a 
trial is completed. 


Yesterday Sir Nicholas LyeU, 
the Attorney General said min- 
isters were now “seriously con- 
sidering" making cheque-book 
journalism illegal after the 20 
examples in the West case. 

He admitted there had been 
other controversial cases, but 
added: “This case has seen 
more buying up of witnesses’ 
stories than we've seen for very 
many years. 

“Here we've got something 
like 20 incidents and it goes ab- 
solutely contrary to the code of 
practice that was agreed by the 
newspaper industry themselves." 

Sir Nicholas said both de- 
fence and prosecution lawyers 
had expressed concern over 
press boy-ups. 

He is meeting the Lord 
Chancellor, who has called for 


reports on the case, and the 
Home Secretary to discuss 
chan g in g the law - either by ex- 
t ending contempt rules or by 
creating a new offence under 
criminal law. 

Meanwhile lawyers for Rose- 
mary West will be scrutinising 
the evidence of all of the wit- 
nesses who have been paid by 
the media for their stories, to 
see if their evidence could have 
been embellished because of the 
promise of money. 

Mr Mansfield said: “I think 
this is a worrying issue that 
should be explored by the Court ' 
of Appeal. Certainly there may 
be an arguable case for appeal 
if it can be proved evidence has 
been altered or tainted." 

It would not be the first time 
the Court of Appeal has ruled 


that press behaviour has led to 
injustice. Last year, the Taylor 
sisters were acquitted of mur- 
der. partly because appeal 
judges derided it would have 
been impossible for the jury not 
to have been influenced by 
prejudicial and inaccurate press 
reporting of the trial. This sum- 
mer, however, the Attorney 
General refused to bring con- 
tempt proceedings against the 
newspapers concerned. 

Richard Ferguson QC, who 
represents Rosemary West, was 
also the sisters' barrister. 

' Yesterday Mr Robertson 
said: “The one thing that would 
force ihe Govemmdftftb out- 
law payment to witnesses, 
would "be 
Court of Af 

conviction of Mrs West' 


it prompted the 
leal to quash the 


Killers: Frederick and Rosemary, 'an uneducated woman' with ‘a natural cunning* 


Swearing replaced by 
silence after questioning 


Papers told 
that deals 
were allowed 


WILL BENNETT 

Rosemary West’s manner 
changed from confident and ag- 
gressive to awed and silent dur- 
ing police interviews, one of the 
detectives who questioned her 
said yesterday. 

Detective Sergeant Terence 
Onions said that when he and 
other officers arrived at 25 
Cromwell Street. Gloucester. on 
24 February last year she was 
angry and swore at police, her 
voice shrill. 

“She was very sure of herself, 
extremely in control and ag- 
gressive and I don’t think she re- 
ally believed that the police were 
going to take her house and gar- 
den apart," DS Onions told the 
press yesterday. 

Rosemary West was on home 
ground during this first inter- 
views at 25 Cromwell Street but 
the next day she and her hus- 
band, Frederick, were arrested 
and she was taken to Chel- 
tenham Police Station. 


There herwhole demeanour 
changed as she realised that the 
police looking for her eldest 
daughter Heather, who had 
been missing since June 1987. 
could no longer be fobbed off 
with lies and excuses. 

DS Onions said “She avoid- 
ed eye-to-eye contact, her head 
was bowed and she huddled in 
the corner. In the house she bad 
been aggressive and she some- 
times swore." 

Rosemary West, who was 
convicted of 10 murders of 
young women and girls by the 
jury at Winchester Crown Court 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, be- 
came increasingly unco-opera- 
tive during the dozens of police 
interviews that followed. 

DS Onions, 43, who has 
served with Gloucestershire 
Police for 20 years, said that 
eventually she exercised her 
right to silence and refused to 
answer any questions at all. 

He continued: U I would say 
that she was an uneducated 


woman. If T had to come down 
on one side of the fence I 
would say that she was not very 
intelligent but that she did have 
a natural cunning." 

When DS Onions told Rose- 
mary West that her husband had 
confessed to killing Heather, she 
shrieked “What. So you know 
where she is." 

He said yesterday that she 
might have been trying to pre- 
tend that she was bonified at 
Heather’s death or that she 
might have been genuinely ap- 
palled that West had confessed 
to Lhe murder. 

“She had some tears but 
whether they were real tears or 
crocodile tears I don't know. 
She may have been aghast but 
it may have been something she 
was portraying." 

DS Onions said he had no 
plans to interview Rosemary 
West again. He explained “If she 
maintains the stance she has got 
at the moment there isjittle 
point in going to sec her." 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The investigation into cheque 
book journalism, following the 
payment of witnesses in the 
Rosemary West trial, was un- 
dermined last night by claims 
that Lord McGregor, the 
former head of the Press Com- 
plaints Commission (PCC). 
gave guidance to tabloid news- 
papers that the industry's axle 
of conduct was suffirien tly am- 
biguous to allow' such deals. 

More than 20 witnesses in the 
West trial had lucrative con- 
tracts with newspapers for 
exclusive rights for their stories, 
prompting oincern that their 
testimonies would not be reli- 
able. The Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Mackay of Oashfem, has 
called for a report into the 
payments, and is to raise 
the matter with the Home 
Secretary. 

Bui Lord McGregor, who 
was chairman of the PCC when 
Frederick and Rosemary West 
were arrested, allegedly told the 
Daily Star newspaper, which 
was anxious to ensure it did not 
breach the voluntary code of 
conduct followed by the news- 
paper industry, that it was un- 


clear enough for newspapers to 
make such payments. 

In clause nine of the PCC’s 
voluntary code of practice it 
says: “Payments or offers of 
payment ... should not be made 
directly, or through agents, to 
witnesses or potential witness- 
es in current or criminal pro- 
ceedings. or to people engaged 
in crime or to their associates 
... except where the material 
concerned ought to he 
published in the public interest" 

The Daily Star paid £3.000 to 
Anne Marie Davies, Rosemary 
West's stepdaughter, in a deal 
made before she gave evidence. 
She told of being abused and 
raped by her parents when she 
was S-years-old. 

"We went out of our way to 
make sure we were not breach- 
ing either the letter of the spir- 
it of the axle." Phil Walker, 
editor of the Daily Star, is 
reported as saying in The Econ- 
omist today. 

The PCC, under its current 
regime, announced on Wednes- 
day that it would review the 
issue of payments to witnesses. 

Lord McGregor refused lo 
comment last night on whether 
he had offered guidance lo 



Press watchdog 
may act over 
witness deals 


Anne Marie Davies: Made 
deal with newspaper 

newspaper editors. “I have no 
desire to embarrass or make 
things difficult for my successor 
by saying anything." 

A separate review will be un- 
dertaken by Lord Mackay. to- 
gether with Sir Nicholas LyeU. 
the At lorn ey- General, and 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, to look at possible 
changes to the Contempt of 
Court Act 1981. It was last re- 
viewed in 1966 following the 
Moors murder case, when two 
witnesses were offered money 
by a newspaper. 

The Sun newspaper, which 
made a £20,000 deal with Car- 
oline Owens, a former lodger at 
the Wests' home in Gloucester, 
defended the payment yester- 
day. Editor Stuart Higgins said 
moves lo curb cheque book 
journalism were “crazy" and 
unrealistic. 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Newspapers faced growing con- 
demnation yesterday over pay- 
ments made to potential 
witnesses in the Rosemary West 
case. 

During Lhe trial it emerged 
that Janet Leach, Frederick 
West’s "appropriate person" 
who sat in on police interviews 
with West, initially lied to the 
court about having accepted an 
offer of £100,000 from the Dai- 
ly Mirror, for her story. She de- 
nied embellishing her evidence 
to make it more marketable. 

Other paid witnesses includ- 
ed West’s daughter Anne Marie 
Davies; Caroline Owens, the 
victim of an indecent assault by 
the Wests in 1973, who was paid 
£9.500 by the Sun and is due 
to get another £10.500: and 
Kathryn Hallidav, an ex-lover of 
Rosemary West,' who got £9,000 
from the Sunday Mirror. 

The Press Complaints Com- 
mission will discuss whether to 
strengthen its voluntary code 
on Wednesday but despite the 
outcry it has had no complaints 
about the issue. 

Clause nine of the PCC’s 


code of practice, drawn up in 
agreement with newspaper ed- 
itors, states that payment or of- 
fers of payment should not be 
made by the press to witnesses 
or potential witnesses in crim- 
inal proceedings unless it is in 
the public interest. 

That clause has never been 
tested and a problem for the 
commission is that there is no 
case law. It is also difficult to de- 
fine when a person becomes a 
"potential witness". 

Nor is it dear how the PCC 
would know when someone 
had breached the clause until af- 
ter the court case. Its brief is to 
act on complaints, and few wit- 
nesses would complain if paid. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay, has commissioned a re- 
port into the incidence of 
cheque-book journalism even 
though the Official Solicitor, 
who is under his jurisdiction, re- 
cently sold the access to Fred 
West’s archive for a biography 
to benefit his children. 

Lord Mackays office said; 
“He will discuss what further 
steps are needed with col- 
leagues — the Horae Secretary, 
the Attorney-General and oth- 
er interested ministers.” 


Let us put your mind at rest. The Three Star Service 
Contract from British Gas covers practically every aspect of your 
central heating j*ystem. Our highly trained engineers are on call 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Should you be unlucky enough to 
have a breakdown, contact us before 7.30pm and we can usually 
guarantee an engineer will be with you that day. Included in our 
Three Star Contract are an annual safety check, priority attention, 
caii out. parts and labour.* So happily, die Three Star Contract 
means that if your Central Heating lets you down, we won’t. 
So worry not. Call 0345 754 754 for your Three Star leaflet and 
application form, (please quote ref IMW1 ). 


Worry not 

If your boiler breaks down, when 

YOU HAVE OUR THREE 
STAR SERVICE CONTRACT. 


British Gas 

Service 
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CROMWELL STREET 




offer hope of fewer blunders 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS, 

Public Policy Editor 

'Gan . you guarantee that 
something on this scale won't 
happen again?” Michael 
Hooey, the Chief Executive 
-of Gloucestershire County 
: Council was asked, after Rose- 
mary West had been sentenced. 
. . “You -can newer guarantee 
anything in this life," was his 
instant response. ■ 

Burin the trail of clues, 
hints and missed opportunities 
stretching bade through more 
dan .25 years, social services. 


health workers and others art: 
adamant that there were mo- 
ments when things would dear- 
ly have a different result now. 

The first moment that sticks 
out is the West's sexual assault 
on Caroline Owens, their for- 
mer nanny, in 1972. The Wests 
were fined £50 each. The police 
made no reference to social ser- 
vices. And social services took 
no action, despite the case be- 
ing covered by local newspapers. 

Today, they would have be- 
come involved. Police would 
pass the information on, and an 
investigation to see if the chil- 


dren should be on the “at risk" 
register would follow, with 
police, health, social services, 
education and the NSPCC all 
sharing whatever information 
they had at a case conference. 

By then, however, Fred West 
had already killed people out- 
side his family at least twice and 
had disposed of Rena, his first 
wife. Chaimauie, the first of the 
murders for which Rosemary 
was convicted, was also dead. 

Today, contacts between 
health and social services would 
also be different. The West 
family appeared at casualty de- 


partments with children suf- 
fering from thrush - frequent- 
ly a sexually transmitted disease 
- and one with gonorrhoea. 
Anne Marie was taken in on her 
ninth birthday in 1973 with 
bruising and scratches on her 
breast and when 15 she was in 
hospital with an ectopic preg- 
nancy. But all the events were 
recorded in different files and 
no connection was made. 

Nowadays, the level of sus- 
picion among medical and 
nursing staff is higher. More 
hospitals have computerised 
records, and nationally there is 


a programme to introduce a 
common NHS number for each 
patient, which should greatly im- 
prove record linkage. 

Education officials also failed 
to repon Fred's 1987 state- 
ment that he had “laid out” a 
child - an event that today 
would be mom likely to be 
passed on to social services. 

But for ail that, John Rans- 
ford, secretary of the 
Association of Directors of So- 
cial Services, said yesterday: 
“No-onc with any sense could 
give an absolute guarantee that 
it couldn’t happen again. 


“But we can, with a degree or 
certainty, say that given the 
way child protection proce- 
dures have moved on in the past 
25 years, it is extremely unlike- 
ly that a situation like that 
would build up and the signs not 
be picked up." 

Child protection, however, 
still depended crucially on in- 
formation being exchanged - 
consistently identified as a Daw 
in the system by more than 40 
chDd abuse inquiries since the 
death of Maria Colwell m 1973 
- and on the individual judge- 
ments made by health, social 


services, police and other pro- 
fessionals. 

It was also clear from the tri- 
al that many adults in and 
around Cromwell Street knew 
at least some of what was hap- 
pening, but did not pass the 
information on. The child abuse 
inquiry which finally led to the 
murders being uncovered was 
triggered by a child telling a 
police officer that one of the 
West’s children was being 
abused. 

Child protection, however, 
cannot protect the teenage run- 
aways and others who became 


the Wests’ main mmder victims. 
The charitable National Mist- 
ing Persons Helpline now holds 
data on 14,000 missing people 
- although it still lacks full 
national coverage - and it is 
starting to use pattern match- 
ing of where people disappear, 
which it says may help spot 
serial killers earlier. 

MarvAsprey, a co- founder of 
the charity, said yesterday: “We 
would all be very silly to ihink 
it couldn't happen again- But we 
hope not to the same extern. We 
would start to see a pattern 
emerge.” 


Killers’ se ntoice^R^remai^Wes^oin^is^^^nfamou^T^ freed from jail 


paid visits to 
Wests’ home 



One-way ticket: Rosemary West being driven into Durham jail yesterday where she will be housed in H wing 


Club of the damned recruits 
its newest life member 


Photograph: North New and Pictures 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

At least seven teenage girls liv- 
ing in care at Jordan's Brook 
House in Gloucester made se- 
cret visits to Fred and Rosemary 
West’s house at 25 Cromwell 
Street, police and social services 
have established. 

But there may have been 
more, Deryk Mead, director of 
Gloucestershire social services, 
admitted yesterday after court 
evidence that Fired and Rose- 
mary West may have “targeted" 
the home, picking up vunerablc 
girls. At times a “scruffy van” 
was seen around the gales of the 
home. “But we are CM3T that no- 
body knew at the time,” Mr 
Mead said. 

“Miss A", who gave evidence 
at Rosemary's trial, lived at 
the home and became a victim 
of the Wests’ sexual obsession 
in 1977, and Alison Chambers, 
a persistent absconder from 
the home, was murdered and 
buried in the garden of Crom- 
well Street At least one other 
resident is known to have been 
sexually abused by the Wests. 

Jordan's Brook opened in 
1970 as a 24-bed Home Office- 
run approved school for 13 to 
17 year old giris, taking young 
offenders from an area stretch- 
ing from Cornwall, through 
parts of \tales to Manchester. 
In 1973 it became a Glouces- 
tershire run community home, 
but with a similarly wide catch- 
ment area until 1981. 

A check on the individual 


files of more than 1.000 ajj-js 
who stayed at Jordan's Brook 
between 1970 and 1994, and on 
all the home's records and log 
books, shows no record of any 
link between girls at the home 
and either of the Wests, or 
with their homes in Midland 
Road and Cromwell St roe L 
Nor is there any record of links 
with other residents of (he 
Wests’ homes. 

But from follow-up inter- 
views, Gloucestershire now be- 
lieves that seven girls during that 
time were probably involved 
with the West household in 
some way, four of whom say 
they were not abused in any 
way. 

But Mr Mead said social 
services could not be sure that 
was the limiL Some former 
residents were saying they did 
not have any contact with the 
Wests when they may have 
done. And claims that the Wssis 
targeted the home “might pos- 
sibly be true", he said. “But 
there is nothing in the records 
to show that, and there is noth- 
ing to say that the van that was 
seen was Fred's. There is no ev- 
idence, but there is nothing to 
say it never happened.” 

Mr Mead says that all the ev- 
idence from the council’s own 
inquiries and the trial was that 
the girls were “intimidated into 
keeping quiet”. They were giv- 
en a warm welcome. But they 
were told not tell the authori- 
ties they had visited Cromwell 
Street - and they did not. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The doors of Durham jail yes- 
terday closed on Rosemary 
West at the sum of a sentence 
that will only end with her 
death. 

Although it has officially to 
be confirmed by both Lord 
Thylor, the Lord Chief Justice 
and the Home Secretary, she is 
certain to join the infamous 
ranks of the 20 inmates for 
whom a life sentence really 
does mean life. 

She joins Myra Bindley, the 
Moors murderer - and the only 
other women on the natural life 
1st - and other serial falters such 
as Dennis Nilsen, who mur- 
dered up to J6young men at his 
flat ana Robert Black, who 
lolled several young girls. 


like those prisoners who. 
with no prospect of release, pre- 
sent special problems for the 
Prison Service - increased risk 
of suicide, behavioural prob- 
lems, even escape - she will be 
allocated a specially trained 
personal officer to monitor and 
supervise her detention. 

She will be interviewed and 
assessed by doctors and psy- 
chiatrists and will be placed on 
round the clock watch to pre- 
vent any suicide attempt - or 
any attack from other inmates 
on Durham’s secure H wing. 
The special wing housed with- 
in the predominantly male Vic- 
torian jafl, perched on the city 
limits, currently bolds 44 
women. Their offences range 
from murder and arson to 
armed robbery and serious vi- 
olent assaulL Recently refur- 


bished (he once notorious H 
wing boused the IRA terrorists 
Martina Anderson and EUa 
(TDwver until they were trans- 
ferred to Northern Ireland. 

If staff perceive any threat to 
Mrs West, or if she herself 
feels under threat, she could be 
segregated for her own protec- 
tion. 

Her normal day in the unit, 
the only one in the country, 
should involve about 12 hours 
outside her cell, taking part in 
education and ^purposeful” ac- 
tivities, including work in the 
jail’s textile workshop, or in the 
unit's activity, centre making 
pottery or soft toys. 

She will be allowed two, two- 
hour visits a mantis - building 
up to four visits in return for 
good behaviour. 

Although it was always sus- 


led that for some prisoners 
life meant literally life, it was 
only officially confirmed last 
year following a House of Lords 
ruling. U forced the Home Sec- 
retary to lift the secrecy which 
allowed him the final say over 
when those serving compulso- 
ry life sentences for murder 
should be released. Last De- 
cember about 2500 mandato- 
ry lifers Jearul for the first time 
exactly how long they would 
spend in jafl - and were given 
the chance to make represen- 
tations about the sentence. 

About 20 learnt they will 
never be released. Earlier this 
year, one of them. Jeremy Bom- 
ber, jailed for the murder of his 
family, lost a lest case in which 
he argued a whole life sentence 
amounted to a breach of natural 
justice. 


Counselling for anguished jurors 


PETER VICTOR and 
WILL BENNETT 

The image of Rose West in the 
dock, the details of her appalling 
crimes and the suffering of her 
victims will haunt jurors, sur- 
vivors and relatives of the dead 
for years to come. 

A wide range of profession- 
al counsellors have been draft- 
ed in to offer advice and 
comfort to the dozens of peo- 
ple connected with the case. 

Normally, jurors are en- 
couraged to. contact court ush- 
ers if they are distressed by the 
evidence in a trial hut the 
arrangements in the Wests’ case 
go .much further than this. 
Court officials decided to pro- 
extra counselling! last week. 

Ifoo welfare officers from 
the Lord Chancellor’s depart- 
ment have been brought in to 
help anguishedjurors deal with 

then- distress or anxiety. 

One of the officers is a qual- 
ified counsellor and both are 
trained in dealing with post- 
traumatic stress disorder. Jurors 

will be told that they can con- 
tact these two officers, get in 
touch with their family doctors 
or telephone a freephone 
health line which give details of 
rounseUing services. 

In addition, a specialist team 
from Gloucester Victims Sup- 



In the witness box: Artist's impression of Rosemary West giving evidence in court 


port is providing a confidential 
service for others affected by the 
Cromwell Street inquiry, in- 
cluding “survivors” and vic- 
tims i* relatives. 

A nine-member team was 
trained to deal with the case, a 
spokesman for the organisation 
said. He said that training ses- 
sions were given by specialists 
whose expertise covered death 
through violent crime, adding: 
“There is nothing like the West 
case, it is without precedent” 


5 proviaea by 
Gloucestershire County Coun- 
cil and the police, which asked 
the victims’ support group to 
provide a dedicated service for 
all those affected by the reve- 
lations thrown up by the case. 

The Gloucester group, which 
had a co-ordinating role work- 
ing with police, social services 
and other victims' agencies, has 
received numerous calls for ad- 
vice, the spokesman said. “We 
have had a lot of distress at afl 


levels. We have talked to peo- 
ple from all walks of life, who 
are affected differently. Bat all 
have been touched in some way 
by the horror of the situation ” 
Among the callers were rel- 
atives of missing persons, he 
said. “It gives them a chance to 
talk about it, to come to some 
understanding of what is hap- 
pening and what is involved We 
help where we can ... This is re- 
ally about people being burl and 
they want to be listened to.** 
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Libel trial: ‘Newspaper allegations about holiday at homosexual love-nest were 

Malicious sister tried to 


part of campaign aim ed at forcing r esignation 


destroy MR court told 


IAN MacKINNON 

The embittered sister of a Tory 
MP mounted a campaign to 
force his resignation by accus- 
ing him of having a homosexu- 
al affair, a jury was told 
yesterday. 

In a scries of telephone calls 
and taped conversations. Lynne 
Carling, sister of David Ashby, 
the MP for Leicestershire 
North West, passed information 
seeking to expose him in an ar- 
ticle in the Sundii}' Times, the 
High Court was told. 

However, in telephone con- 
versations with Mr Ashby's 
wife, Sifvanu. from whom he was 
separated when the article ap- 
peared List year. Mrs Garling 
swore that she had not been the 
source of the information. 

Geoffrey Shaw QC. for Mr 
Ashby, told the court that just 
before the article was pub- 
lished on 16 January, his client 


had told a Sunday Times re- 
porter that his sister was “a vi- 
cious. sick woman motivated 
solely by malice’' and was out 
to destroy him. 

Mr Ashby. 55. who has been 
an MP since I9S3, is suing the 
newspaper for libel over the ar- 
ticle which he says makes him 
out to be a “homosexual. liar 
and hypocrite”. 

Times Newspapers and An- 
drew Neil, the former editor of 
the Sunday Times, deny libel, 
saying that Mr Ashby was con- 
ducting a homosexual rela- 
tionship with Dr Carian Kflduff. 

The article said Mr Ashby 
and an unnamed man spent a 
night in November, 1993 at a 
hotel in Goa which was a “love 
nest that asked few questions 
about its guests”. Mr Shaw said 
it was true that his client had 
spent a night at the hotel, but 
he had been alone and had not 
spent It with a male friend. 


The information about the 
holiday had come from Mrs 
Garling and her husband, Vic- 
tor, in a scries of anonymous 
telephone calls, said Mr Shaw. 

The newspaper had earlier 
published another stoiy, not the 
subject of the action, afro on the 
basis of an anonymous tip, say- 
ing Mis Ashby, 53, had been fu- 
rious because the couple had 
split up when he left her for an- 
other man. Mrs Ashby con- 
fronted Mrs Garling asking if 
she had provided the material 
in the stoiy, which she denied. 

However, in the wake of the 
publication of the article on 9 
January, other newspapers pub- 
lished allegations that Mr Ash- 
by had shared a double bed at 
a French chateau with Dr KIl- 
duff. Mr Shaw told the jury that 
when questioned by journalists 
on the doorstep of his flat in 
south-west London, Mr Ashby 
denied that he was having a ho- 


mosexual affair but conceded 
that he had shared hotel rooms 
with men to save money. 

However, a second story ap- 
peared in the Sunday Times 
when Mrs Garling again con- 
tacted the newspaper to tell of 
the holiday in Goa. The reporter 
tried to reassure Mis Garling 
that she was doing the right 
thing - saying that if Mr Ash- 
by, who stressed the importance 
of family values in the 1992 gen- 
eral election, had been openly 
homosexual the paper would 
not have been interested. 

The reporter told Mis Gar- 
ling that it would force her 
brother’s resignation from Par- 
liament within two weeks, Mr 
Shaw said. “From that passage 
you leant that the joint abject 
of Lynne Garling and the Sun- 
day Times was to force, for 
their own reasons, David Ash- 
by to resign as an MP.” 

The hearing continues today. 



Legal battle: David Ashby and his daughter Alexandra outside the High Court yesterday Photograph: Edward Webb 
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PM rebukes 
minister for 
jibe at Diana 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Nicholas Soames personally 
apologised to the Prime Minis- 
ter before being slapped down 
by John Major in the Commons 
yesterday for going over the top 
in accusing the Princess of 
Whies of being in the “ad- 
vanced stages of paranoia**. 

Mr Soames, Minister of Stale 
for the Armed Forces, was not 
threatened with the sack, but it 
was made dear at Westminster 
by senior Conservative sources 
that his prospects for promotion 
had been damaged because of 
an alleged “lack of judgement”. 

Mr Major was prepared to 
tolerate his initial outburst 
against the Princess, but was ir- 
ritated when Mr Soames con- 
tinued to attack her publicly the 
next day. Downing Street had 
said he was free to speak per- 
sonally, but yesterday the Prime 
Minister answered Labour calls 
for him to sack the minister by 
saying bluntly: “I do not expect 
any more comments.” 

Last night, Mr Soames s min- 
isterial job was not at risk, but 
be has teen left in no doubt that 
his role as a courtier to Buck- 
ingham Palace could not be al- 
lowed to override his ministerial 
duties again. 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
refused to elaborate on his fu- 
ture, but the Independent has 
learnt that Mr Soames went to 
see Mr Major on Wednesday to 
apologise for the row over his 


remarks, and he made h clear 
that he would not be making any 
more comments on behalf of 
the Prince of Wales. 

Mr Soames apologised for a 
rominenl report claiming that 
e had asked the Prime Minis- 
ter to intervene at the Palace by 
asking the Queen to seek a di- 
vorce between Prince Charles 
and the Princess of Wales. He 
told friends: *‘It’s absolutely 
untrue and 1 am saying no 
more." 

A former equerry to the 
Prince, Mr Soames, a grandson 
of Winston Churchill, was up- 
set at the criticism his remarks 
in support of Prince Charles en- 
countered after his appearance 
on theNeKsnight programme on 
BBC2 on Monday, immediate- 
ly after the screening of the in- 
terview with the Princess of 
Wiles on Panorama on BBC1. 

As the criticism mounted, Mr 
Soames told the Independent 
that be believed a divorce 
would be best for eveiyone 
concerned. As the Palace of- 
fered an olive branch of talks 
with the Princess. Mr Soames 
said the Princess should be giv- 
en a role as an ambassador for 
Britain abroad, but she could 
not act “as a freelance”. 

The question of a role for the 
Princess and the divorce are un- 
derstood to have been dis- 
cussed when Mr Major had an 
audience with the Queen on 
Tuesday. He fell Mr Soames 
had gone too far, and decided 
to make Lhat clear yesterday. 


French ro-ro 


ferries may face 
UK safety ban 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

French roll-on roll-off ferries 
may be banned from British 
parts because France is refus- 
ing to agree to higher safety 
standards drawn up in the wake 
of Lhc Estonia disaster. 

The negotiations within the 
International Maritime Or- 
ganisation, which is meeting in 
London throughout this week, 
are deadlocked over the refusal 
of the French to agree to the im- 
position of new safety designs 
on ferry operators. 

The British, along with a 
group of six north European na- 
tions - Denmark, Finland, Ger- 
many. Ireland, Norway, and 
Sweden — want to ensure there 
that disasters like the Estonia 
and the Herald of Free Enterprise 
are not repeated by redesigning 
ferries which can survive with up 
to 50crns of water in the car 
deck. This would be in addition 
to the existing Safety of Life at 
Sea 90 ( Solas 90) standards im- 
posed following the Herald dis- 
aster in 1987, in which nearly 
200 people died. 

But, according to a source 
close to the British negotiating 
team, the French “are taking a 
very negative attitude towards 
improved standards". The 
French are worried lhat any new 
international standards would 
also be imposed on ferries op- 
erating in the Mediterranean 
where they claim the sea is 
calmer. The new standards were 
drawn up by an LMO commit- 


tee of experts following the 
sinking of the Estonia a year 
ago, in which 900 people lost 
their lives. 

The meeting is continuing un- 
til next Wednesday when there 
will be a signing ceremony and 
Bill O’Neill, the IMO’s Cana- 
dian secretary-general said that 
he wants full international 
agreement and not just a par- 
tial deal. 

Currently, the negotiations 
are deadlocked because the 
British want the new standards 
imposed on ail ferries operat- 
ing to and from the United 
Kingdom, while the French 
want their ferries exempL 

If the French continue to 
refuse to agree to the new stan- 
dard, ministers have intimated 
that French ferries could be 
banned. A compromise, which 
the British government is trying 
to avoid, might involve allowing 
the European Commission to 
set new safety rules. 

The current Solas 90 standard 
merely says that ships should be 
able to survive a certain level of 
damage following a collision in 
seas with waves of a maximum 
height of li! metres. 

The problem with roll-on 
roll-off ferries is lhat once wa- 
ter gets on to the car deck, which 
stretches throughout the whole 
length of the boat, it starts 
swilling about, causing the ship 
to capsize. In the Herald disas- 
ter, it was estimated that the 
ship keeled on to its side with- 
in 90 seconds of water getting 
on to the car deck. 


k 


k 


i 

i 





» ■■ '- WifrlW H' • ' "• f V' ‘ •* 


+ 


INDEPENDENT - FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER 1995 


\'D-& 





ffd 


Stude nt grants: Demonstration against 'final straw' of new savings as claims of hardship on campus intensity 

Thousands march against cash cuts 


VICKY WARD 

Ten thousand students marched 
through London yesterday to 
demonstrate against Govern- 
ment plans to cut student grants 
by a further 10 per cent next 
year. 

Hie National Union of Stu- 
dents. which organised the 
demonstration, said students 
were already suffering from fi- 
nancial hardship as a result of 
a 10 per cent cut in grants this 
year. And ‘‘the final straw,” ac- 
cording lo a spokesman, was die 
Government’s declared inten- 
' don to privatise student loans. 

The NUS President, Jim 
Murphy, claims student hard- 
ship is reaching intolerable 
levels. “Recent research by the 
NXJS found that one in three 
students missed meals because 
of hardship, and university 
medical centres are now ac- 
knowledging real problems with 
stress-related illnesses among 
students. 

Student loans were intro- 
duced five years ago at the 
same time as - the student gram, 
which went towards meeting 
living costs, was frozen in 
value. In the 1993 Budget, the 
Government announced its 
intention of accelerating the 
switch from grants to loans by 
culling the value of the student 
grant by up to ten per cent a 
year for three years and in- 
creasing the amount available 
from student loans by an 
equivalent amount. 

The DFEE said yesterday 
that in the current academic 
year, grants wen? cut by between 
5.3 per cent and 8.6 per cent, 
depending on individual 
circumstances. The grant is 
currently £1.885 a year; £2340 
in London. 

Financial stress among 
students is being cited by the 
Committee of Vice Chancellors 
and Principals as a possible 
reason for increasing student 
drop-out rates. According to the 
most recent figures available 
40,000 students dropped out in 
1992/93 - 25 per cent up on 
the previous year. 

The stress factor did seem to 
be a major inspiration for the 
demonstrators. According to 
Rhinana, a, I9-year-old under- 


graduate from Sheffield, she was 
not marching on her own behalf, 
but for her friends. She- said the 
stress of having a family, as 
many mature students did, com- 
bined with working late nighis 
in pubs lo find the money to pay 
essential living costs, inflicted 
such stress that those students 
often had to drop out. 

A woman student from Don- 
caster University, who did not 
wish to be named, said that IT 
classes there had dropped to 
only five from about 20 because 
of course costs. In Doncaslcrciu- 
dents were particularly ag- 
grieved by recent cuts in 
Lransporr allowance. Doncast- 
er's three campuses, she said, 
were at different ends of the city 
and most students used the 
bus, which cost them £1 to 
move from site to site. 

The purchase of textbooks, 
according Lo Jo, 19. from 
Leicester, and Marie. 20, from 
Durham, both studying com- 
bined science, was a major ex- 
pense that had been 
overlooked. Jo said she bad to 
buy four books a term at a cost 
of £2(1 each. Her total annual 
grant is £1,000. Both said they 
had to work during the holidays, 
which did not interfere with 
their studies too much at pre- 
sent, but they were worried 
about what would happen when 
it came to their finals. Three of 
Jo’s friends dropped out last 
year because they could no 
longer afford it. 

Marie said that after her col- 
lege bills had been paid she had 
been left whh £50 to live on. She 
does not gel a grant so her 
parents have to make up the 
rest, which is a strain on them. 

Steve Okelo. 30, an overseas 
student from Kenya, studying at 
Sunderland, was marching 
because he said his overseas 
grant fell short of bis living 
requirements by £30 a week. 
This, he said, was partly to do 
with exchange rates and bank- 
ing arrangements in his own 
country that the Government 
had not taken into accounL 

There were signs, perhaps 
that not all of the protesters 
were as hard-up as they 
claimed. When one of them 
thought no-one was looking, he 
whipped out his mobile phone. 



Can't pay, won't pay: Student Ben Hutchins takes part in the protest march in Westminster yesterday 


£ 142 m owed to loans firm may not be repaid 


WENDY BERLINER 

About £J42m borrowed so far 
from the Student Loans Com- 
pany may never be recovered, 
according to company estimates 
in a report published yesterday 
by the National Audit Office. 

Most of the money - some 
£127m - may not be paid back 
because the graduates never 
earn enough to reach the 
threshold to start repayments, 
or they die before they do. 


Some £15m will be owed by 
graduates who do not make re- 
payments and are never caught. 
More than 11 ,000 students ow- 
ing £ 13m are already In default. 
The company, is planning to in- 
crease staffing in its collections 
department from 83 to 150 
within the next five years in or- 
der to chase defaulters. 

The Student Loans Compa- 
ny has outstanding loans of 
£1 3bn, loaned since the scheme 
was first introduced five years 


ago to top up grants for student 
living costs. The average student 
loan in the current academic 
year is £1.040. 

Banks and other financial in- 
stitutions are lobe invited lo bid 
to run a privatised student loan 
scheme under a government BQ1 
published last week. 

Minsters believe the costs of 
the existing loans scheme are 
growing too high and that al- 
ternatives have to be found. 
When the Student Loans Com- 


pany was originally set up the 
big banks refused to lake part, 
mainly because they would not 
make any money out of iL They 
remain sceptical about this lat- 
est overture from the Govern- 
ment 

The proportion of students 
taking out loans has grown 
rapidly since the Government 
first froze the value of the stu- 
dent maintenance grant and 
then began to reduce it 

In the 1994-95 academic year 
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IX BRIEF 


Papal plea 'may 

sway divorce vote’ 

Irish government sources have 
claimed the eleventh-hour in- 
tervention by the Pope may have 
hardened the ■‘Yes” vole in to- 
day's divorce referendum. 

They claim he has antago- 
nised religious minorities and 
may provoke a higher turnout 
by pro-divorce voters. On 
Wednesday, the Pope urged 
Irish pilgrims to pray even more 
intensely for the welfare of 
marriage, and emphasised “the 
unbreakable unity" between 
husband and wife.' 

Section Two, page 2 

Heathrow crash 

More than 350 passengers and 
crew escaped unhurt when 
when two jets collided on the 
ground at Heathrow. An airport 
spokesman said the accident oo 
curred as a Gulf Air Airbus 
A340 and a British Airways 757 
were manoeuvring on a taxiway 
before take-off. 

Churchill exhibition 

The Churchill papers are on dis- 
play to the public for the first 
tim e since their controversial 
£12. 5m purchase with Nation- 
al Lottery money in April. The 
four-day show at Churchill Col- 
lege, Cambridge, is a taster for 
a national tour next year. 

Stroke test 

A simple blood test could pre- 
dict an individual's risk of 
stroke, according to a study of 
more than 5.600 men aged 40 
to 59 by British and Norwegian 
scientists, the Lancet reports. 

THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD" 


Photograph: John Voos 


55 per cent of eligible students 
took out 517.U0U loans, com- 
pared with 28 per cent of eligi- 
ble students taking out 1SQ.000 
loans five years earlier. 

The National Audit Office 
decided to examine the com- 
pany after thousands of students 
suffered delays in receiving 
their loans in autumn last year. 
■ The Operations of the Student 
Loans Company Limited, by 
the National Audit Office, is 
available from HMSO; £8.95. 


flume ScMO 

Bef0um ■ ■ ■ ■ JFiSO 
Cananes — Fts300 

Cypmsi C£L20 

Denmark .... XWrlA 

Instiftep 45p 

France -M.4 

Gamary . . . .DM4.5 

Graert 1*450 

Lu>efT*ouE ■ ■ -LFG0 


N lands F6.00 . 

Italy 1.4,500 

Uanora . . . Esc325 

Mafia 43 cere ■ 

Noway NU20 I 

PonugaJ . . . Esc325 

Spar Pts300 

Sweden. .... Skr20 
Swficriand . Slr4.W) 
USA S3. 00 


OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
An maJ. 13oeete Euraoe 1H0.7& i«ie 1 (M«J- 
dto tan, Arena. Afnca and Mar £104.08; lore 
2 (to E«t ml tiB/aom £206.70. Te odet itease 
tend cheque payaise B JMmsons Wanatrcna' 
da 5erw« LU W 43 UMm lo*#*) E14 9TR 
a rflqttwr 0171 538 8283 Craft cards wefcare. 
BACK ISSUES 

Bo* issues of the MumM are aaiaBa hm: 
Histone Mmawos. 09B8 402455. 


MONOXIDE 
FAMILY 


You can't see it... 




"The day before the First Alert ' Detector went off. we had 

our boiler serviced. If we had 
not had a detector, my wife, 
daughter and myseif could 
well be dead.” 

Mr C.P.O. (Bucks) 



you can't 
smell it,,. 



"For Christmas we bought our two ^ 

eldest children First Alert Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors. They had recently moved into rented 
accommodation. Last week my son rang to say his alarm 
had gone off. This afternoon my daughter contacted me 
saying that her alarm had also worked. What can I say.” 

Mrs, L.K. (Kent) 


you can't 
taste it- 

As we have our gas fire 
serviced annually, we assumed 
all was well. When the 
First Alert detector went off, 
the gas board engineer found 
a carbon monoxide leak. 

Mr T.C. (Cheshire) 

Actors have been used 
to. protect the identity of . the testimonials 















...but you can hear it! 


A blocked flue, damaged boiler, unserviced gas 
fire or water heater - all are potential killers. 
Carbon Monoxide gas from faulty fires and 
central heating kills approximately 200 people 
in UK each year.* 

Carbon Monoxide poisoning can strike 
quickly, usually when families are asleep; or 
the effects can build slowly giving symptoms 
almost identical to flu. 

The First Alert® Carbon Monoxide Detector is 
the result of 25 years of in-depth research. 


Constantly monitoring the air, the First Alert 1 * 
Detector is easy to install on wall or ceiling. It 
has a loud, piercing, 85-decibel alarm and 
comes with 5 year guarantee. 

Think about the First Alert 9 Carbon 
Monoxide Detector as a gift for life for your 
family this Christmas. 

For further information about Carbon Monoxide 
or to locate your nearest stockist, please call 
the FREEPHONE HOTLINE 0500 719720 





Available from 
all branches of : 
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GREATMILLS 


jOtDOITAU. 


and all leading 
DfY stores 
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Health policy: MPs say present shortcomings show need for charter to 

Committee 
calls for end 
to ‘lottery’ 
of NHScare 


GLENDA COOPER 

MPs yesterday called on the 
Department of Health to end 
the “care lottery”, by setting up 
a national long-term care 
charter which makes clear the 
service people can expect in 
their later years. 

Their call came the day after 
the Health Service Ombudsman 
criticised North Worcestershire 
Health Authority for failing to 
provide NHS care by discharg- 
ing a 55-year-old stroke victim 
into a private nursing home and 
saddling his wife with a bill for 
thousands of pounds. 

The charter, outlined by the 
Commons' Health Select Com- 
mittee report, should include a 
named list of services and a 
“minimum" list of specialist 
equipment, home aids, and 
time scales for assessment. 

Eligibility criteria for these 
should also be “needs-led" 
rather than “resource-led", with 
the committee saying it “failed 
to see” why the NHS should not 
be responsible for funding all 
the care of people in nursing 
homes who required special 
health care support. 

During the mid to laic 1980s, 
there was a huge increase in 
private residential and nursing 
home places for elderly people, 
with the number of places in 
private-sector residential ac- 
commodation rising from 

44.000 in 1982 to 164,000 in 
1994. Over the same period, the 
number of nursing home places 
rose from 18,000 to nearlv 
150,000. During the same peri- 
od, the number of local au- 
thority residential home places 
fell by nearlv 50,000 - from 

1 16.000 to 69,000. 

lire MPs, from all parties, 
had earlier expressed concerns 
on “significant geographical 
variations" and called for na- 
tional eligibility criteria to be set 
Subsequently the Department 
of Health announced that it 
would monitor arrangements. 

The committee called on the 
department to publish the out- 
come of individual health au- 
thorities' policies and criteria, 
and to outline the action it will 
take against those who depart 


from the national framework. 

It added that the charter 
should specify that NHS- fund- 
ed patients entering a nursing 
home should have the right, 
subject to necessary dmical or 
financial conditions, to choose 
their own nursing home. 

The department should also 
seek evidence from local 
authorities to discover the ex- 
tent of the problem concerning 
“preserved rights" residents. 

In April 1993, the Govern- 
ment transferred the financial 
responsibility for all new occu- 
pants from the DSS to local 
authorities, but left funding of 
existing residents with the DSS. 

Where homes" charges now 
exceed Income Support, rela- 
tives have had to make up the 
shortfall, with local authorities 
not allowed to intervene until 
the old person faces eviction. 
“We recommend that the 
Department conduct a review 
of the existing arrangements,” 
it said. “No elderly resident 
should face eviction in the 
future." 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing welcomed the MPs’ call for 
national standards and backed 
the proposal for a charter, but 
said it wanted to see radical re- 
form of funding arrangements. 

General Secretary Christine 
Hancock said: “I urge the Gov- 
ernment to act now to end the 
care lottery. Nursing must be an 
NHS responsibility. We need a 
strong national framework and 
clear national standards to keep 
faith with a generation of old- 
er people who believed that the 
NHS would take care of then- 
health needs in later life." 

Harry Cayton, executive di- 
rector of the Alzheimer's Soci- 
ety applauded the 
recommendations. “If they are 
acted on by the Government 
they will do much to improve 
the present uneven and unfair 
provision of NHS long-term 
care," he said. 

The Association of Metro- 
politan Authorities said the 
report’s rhetoric must be trans- 
lated into action: “That means 
extra resources," said CUrRita 
Stringfellow, chair of its social 
services committee. 


MP urges law 
to end ‘Jackal’ 
fraud loophole 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A Labour MP is calling on the 
Government to outlaw imper- 
sonation after he obtained a 
birth certificate under false 
pretences, like a scene from the 
Day of the Jackal. 

Jeff Rooker, the Labour MP 
for Birmingham Perry Barr, is 
pressing the Prime Minister to 
fulfil a pledge to dose the loop- 
hole in the law, which was 
promised in a Government 
White Paper five years. 

He believes organised gangs 
are using birth certificates as a 
fraudulent means of obtaining 



Jeff Rooker: Concerned at 
the implications for crime 

a wide range of benefits, in- 
cluding a full British passport 

Mr Rooker’s Involvement 
follows the discovery of a fraud 
involving two of his con- 
stituents, whose twins died at 
birth 30 years ago in a Midlands 
hospital. Three decades after 
their deaths, a woman claiming 
the identity of one of the twins 
was caught in a social security 
crackdown. 

Officers checked their 
records on thousands of people 
applying for passports and dis- 
covered that a death certificate 
had been issued in the case of 


the woman. She confessed that 
she was a Nigerian national, 
using a birth certificate which 
had been legally obtained. 

Mr Rooker said the case 
highlighted the need for legis- 
lation to make it an offence to 
impersonate people in outer to 
obtain a birth certificate, lb 
illustrate the ease with which 
birth certificates can be ob- 
tained, Mr Rooker got a copy 
of the birth certificate for the 
other twin. 

In May, the Prime Minister 
assured Mr Rooker that the 
need for the legislation “has not 
been lost between the Home 
Office and the Department of 
Health". 

“It remains the Govern- 
ment’s intention to introduce 
the necessary legislation to 
implement the remaining White 
Paper proposals, when Parlia- 
mentary time permits, irre- 
spective of the outcome of the 
consultation on identity cards. 
We are seeking to make other 
important reforms, however, 
and we have not yet been able 
to find a place in the legislative 
programme for what would be 
a lengthy Registration Bill," 
John Major said. 

The failure of the Govern- 
ment to include a Registration 
Bill in the Queen's Speech for 
the new session of Parliament 
was condemned by Mr Rooter. 
In the Day of the Jackal, a hire d 
assassin assumes a new identi- 
ty by obtaining a birth certificate 
of a dead person. Mr Rooter 
said organised crime could 
easily exploit this loophole. 

“The Government says it is 
concerned about organised 
fraud. One of the keys to that 
is the ease of access to the birth 
certificates. They said in 1990 
they were going' to close [the 
loophole] down. They have 
done nothing. That leads me to 
conclude that their preteuce 
that the Immigration and Asy- 
lum Bill is to do with a social 
security crackdown is so much 
hype," Mr Rooker said. 



govern long-term treatment of elderly patients 

Mother who was 

‘pawn in a game’ 


Battle weary: Cyril Hudson says the strain of fighting his mother’s case contributed to losing his job Photograph: Joel Chart 


Cyril Hudson’s story is, he be- 
lieves, “sadly all too common . 

A heart attack left his mother 
unable to cope in her flat 

nearlv four years ago, and, with 

the help of social workers, her 
son chose a home. Grom a list 
they gave him, writes Glenda 
Cooper. 

Mr Hudson and his sister 
thought that their mother still 
ftaH significant funds from the 

sale of her house some years be- 
fore. But in fact the rent had 
swallowed most of it up. 

“I applied to the DSS for in- 
come support and they tame up 
with the marfmnm available 
which was £240 a week, but I 
had to *nake up the deficit 
which added up to £5,000 a 
year ” he said. 

Mr Hudson’s mother Violet 
is one of the elderly stfll fund- 
ed by the DSS because she was 
in a home before April 1993. 

Income support has not risen 
at the same level as her home 
fees, leaving her son to mate up 
the shortfall. The select com- 
mittee wants the Department of 
Health to question health au- 
thorities on how widespread the 
problem is. Mr Hudson strug- 
gled to make up the deficit from 
his ramrngs and his own savings. 


non 
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But then he was made redun- 
dant Grom his job. 

“I was told by social services 
that until my mother was actu- 
ally evicted by the home they 
couldn’t step in and do any- 
thing." he sard. “Once she was 
out then they would be re- 
sponsible, put her back in and 
make up the difference." 

So a pi nnin g dispute started 
between Mr Hudson and the 
owner of Mrs Hudson’s home. 
Mr Hudson refused to pay 
more than the minimum £240. 
The owner had the choice to ac- 
cept that or evict her. 

“It's been very traumatic. 
The strain was contributory to 
losing my job," he said. “Tve fin- 
ished up in front of a psychia- 
trist and a psychotherapist.” 

Maners came to a bead cm 31 
October when the owner final- 
ly served notice to quit. It was 
finally resolved by moving Mrs 
Hudson to a smaller room 
which costs less, making her 
what her son calls “a captive 
prisoner”. “There’s a poker 
game going on between the- 
Gov eminent and the nursing 
homes and old people are the 
pawns," he said. 
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Right to Work: Radical scheme to save £5bn a year 

Workfare plan 
to cut jobless 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A Right to Work Bill, aimed at 
ending involuntary unemploy- 
ment over three years, was 
launched yesterday by (he cross- 
party alliance of Frank Field, 
Labour chairman of ihe Com- 
mons Social Security Commit- 
tee, and Sir Ralph Howell, the 
Conservative MP for North 
Norfolk, a long-time advocate 
of “workfare" style schemes. 

The package would reduce 
Government spending by £5bn 
a year, they claimed, while 
putting the jobless to work with 
a series of incentives linked to 
draconian benefit cuts for those 
who chose not to take part. 

Under the scheme, both pub- 
lic and private employers would 
be paid £60 a week for adults - 
and £30 a week for 16- and 17- 
year-olds - to take on the 
jobless, provided they matched 
those sums to produce wages of 
£120 and £60 a week. 

Those not employed under 
such a Workstart scheme would 


be offered employment under 
a new Right to work, under- 
taking caring, environmental 
or minor infrastructure schemes 
in place of their benefits. They 
would be paid £3 for every 
hour they made themselves 
available. 

But the payments would 
replace existing unemployment 
and Income Support benefits - 
and those choosing not to join 
the Right to Work scheme 
would be entitled merely to £30 
a week to live on. a quarter of 
the Right to Work payment, 
with no enu'tlement to housing 
benefit or any other benefits. 

The Woricstart scheme would 
create an additional 1 million 
jobs. Mr Field and Sir Ralph 
claim, the subsidy being halved 
in the second year.The Right to 
Work programme, which would 
be phased in over three years, 
starting with the unde’r-25s. 
then those aged up to 30, and 
then those nearest to retirement 
age. would see the state become 
the permanent ■'employer of Iasi 
resort" for at least some of the 
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2.250,000 unemployed who 
failed to find unsubsidised jobs. 

Both Mr Field and Sir Ralph 
accepted their Bill was far from 
perfect. Provisions to stop 
employers dismissing existing 
workers to take on subsidised 
ones are outlined only briefly, 
for example, and their dramat- 
ic claim of a £5bn saving makes 
no allowance for (he capital and 
revenue needed to provide tools 
and supplies for environmental 
and infrastructure projects. 

But Mr Field said its aim was 
to “attack the mindset which 
stems from the Treasury, that 
there is no alternative to their 
approach for running Ihe econ- 
omy". AJI other attempts to 
combat long-term unemploy- 
ment had failed, he said, and a 
new national strategy was “long 
overdue". 

The Bill is built around the 
ideas of Denis Snower, Profes- 
sor of Economics at Birkbeck 
College, London, who argues 
it would lead to economic 
growth, at u fraction of the cost 
of unemployment benefits. 



Cash point: The Tory party chairman Dr Brian Mawhinney attacking Labour’s tax plans yesterday Photograph: John Vbos 

Fox beats off the right-wing 
challenge at 1922 committee 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

A right-wing offensive to snatch 
the chairmanship of the influ- 
ential 1922 Tory backbench 
committee came to nought last 
night as the John Major loyal- 
ist Sir Marcus Fox beat off a 
challenge from the Dartford 
MP Bob Dunn. 

Mr Dunn's fellow right- 
winger John Tbwnend, a 1922 
executive member and chair- 
man of the backbench finance 
committee, likewise failed in a 
bid to be elected as one of the 
committee’s two vice-chairmen. 

While Sir Marcus is broadly 
on the “establishment" right. Mr 
Dunn, a former minister, is a 
hardline TTiatcherite No Turn- 
ing Back Group member. His 
“Get Dunn In" campaign was 
based on the argument that he 
would provide continuity on the 
committee at a time when nine 
of the party grandees among 
the 18-strong executive are 
planning to retire from Parlia- 


MP wins 
chance 
to alter 
the clock 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Parliamentary Correspondent 

The prospect of an end to ad- 
justing your watch on crossing 
the Channel moved closer yes- 
terday. After topping a ballot on 
backbench Bills, Tory John But- 
terfill announced he would in- 
troduce a “daylight saving” Bill 
to advance the docks an hour. 

Mr Butlerffli said the police 
believed the change would save 
660 deaths and serious injuries 
a year and cut £25 0m a year 
from beating and lighting bills. 

But the move to Central Eu- 
ropean Time, with “double 
summer time", has a downside. 
Postal workers and others who 
work outdoors face darker 
mornings and in Scotland in 
winter the sun would not be up 
until nearly 10am. 

Mr Butterfill, MP for 
Bournemouth West, said he 
would accept an amendment so 
that Scotland could stay on the 
present Greenwich Mcentime- 
Britisb Summertime system. 

However, while the Bill 
stands a fair chance of success, 
the idea of two time zones 
within the United Kingdom, 
playing havoc with timetables, 
is unlikely to appeal to many. 

Mr ButterfilTs name was first 
up in the annual ballot of back- 
bendi MPs to introduce a pri- 
vate member’s Bill. Uventy 
names were drawn but the con- 
straints of parliamentary tune 
mean only about half a dozen 
are likely to reach the statute 
book, and onfy then if they are 
not too controversial. 

Two years ago MPs voted by 
103 votes to 86 in favour of a Bill 
to advance the docks but the 
parliamentary timetable meant 
it made no progress. 

During the Second World 
War clocks were changed four 
rimes a year to maximise day- 
light- Double summer rime was 
tried 25 years ago but it was 
dropped after a number of chil- 
dren were killed in Scotland on 
their way to schooL 

Second in the ballot was 
Alan Meale, Labour MP for 
Mansfield- He said he will study 
material sent to him by differ- 
ent groups before making up his 
mind on his proposed Bill. 


menl at the next election. How- 
ever, the overall upshot of last 
night’s annual elections leaves 
the political complexion of the 
executive unchanged, with MPs 
from the right-wing 92 Group 
still accounting for' nearly two- 
thirds of the officers and mem- 
bers. 

The only change to the ex- 
ecutive was the exit of Sir Don- 
ald Thompson, and that was 
only by default because he 
failed to get his nomination pa- 
pers in on time. He is replaced 
by the former armed services 
minister Sir Archie Hamilton. 

Prominent members of the 92 
Group, led by the chairman Sir 


George Gardiner MP. had 
pressed unsuccessfully for a 
slate of fresher candidates who 
would be likely to figure in the 
nest Parliament. But that strat- 
egy was thwarted. 

It was the second year in suc- 
cession that Sir Marcus, the MP 
for Shipley, has had to beat off 
a challenge. Last year he saw off 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor, now a 
junior minister, a mid heavy 
criticism that he was too fond 
of relaying the views of the lead- 
ership to the backbenches, 
instead of transmitting the views 
and criticisms of MPs to the 
Government 

A number of MPs thought he 
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went loo far when he warned 
that a Euro-rebellion could 
provoke a general election. 
There was further indignation 
after he offered the executive's 
endorsement of John Major in 
the summer leadership contest 
when two executive members, 
Mr Townend and David Evans, 
were backing John Redwood. 

Sir Marcus said last night: “I 
am very min dful that over the 
next year the future of our par- 
ty in government will be deter- 
mined and 1 will do everything 
I possibly can to ensure that is 
brought about." 

Mr Dunn said: “Naturally 1 
am disappointed but of course 
it was an exercise in democra- 
cy. Both Marcus and I accept 
that this vote is healthy for the 
party. Now we are going to 
unite." 

No 1922 chairman is thought 
to have ever vacated office vol- 
untarily. By convention the 
votes cast arc never revealed, 
but Sir Marcus was believed last 
night to have won comfortably. 
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Major and 
Bruton 
struggle 
to revive 
summit 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major and John Bruton, 
the Irish Prime Minister, were 
last night urgently seeking to 
rescue the prospects of an ear- 
ly summit to inject fresh mo- 
mentum into the Northern 
Ireland peace process. 

The two leaders had a further 
“substantive" conversation 
which failed to resolve the out- 
standing differences over Lon- 
don's insistence that the IRA 
should begin the process of 
giving up their arms before all- 
party talks on a future political 
settlement can take place. 

But they are expected to 
speak again today in the hope 
of securing advance agreement 
in time for what one Irish 
source said was still the possi- 
bility of a summit on Sunday - 
before next week’s visit by US 
President Bill Clinton. 

The two sides have reached 
broad agreement on the “twin- 
track" approach under which an 
international commission would 
examine the broad issue of 
arms decommissioning. At the 
■game time the two governments 
would begin separate prelimi- 
nary talks with each of the 
Northern Ireland political par- 
ties - including Sinn Fein - on 
the outline of a" longer-term po- 
litical settlement. 

While the Irish government 
is apparently no longer de- 
manding that the British re- 
quirement for the IRA to begin 
handing over their arms should 
be part of the formal “remit" of 
the international commission. 
Dublin is suggesting that the 
commission should be able to 
make recommendations on how 
the request might be fulfilled. 

There have been complaints 
that progress towards clearing 
the final “roadblocks" towards 
a s umm it has been impeded by 
the influence exercised on Mr 
Bruton by John Hume, leader 
of the Social Democratic and 
Labour Parly, and GeiTy 
Adams, president of Sinn Fein. 
■ President Clinton's visit has 
been postponed by 24 hours un- 
til Wednesday to allow him to 
make a national television 
broadcast on Bosnia and the 
role of US troops in the peace. 
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news 


Doctors 
set to 
prescribe 
aerobic 
classes 


JQJOMOYES 

The hypochondriac - scourge of 
doctor's waiting rooms every- 
where - may soon be prescribed 
advanced aerobics instead of an- 
tibiotics. following the launch of 
a scheme yesterday in which fit- 
ness programmes will be avail- 
able on prescription. 

The Wright Foundation 
Medical Referral Programme 
aims to bring together doctors 
and fitness experts to provide 
people with medically pre- 
scribed fitness programmes at 
Lheir local leisure centres. 

Patients with “prescriptions" 
will be able to use fitness facil- 
ities under supervision by spe- 
cially trained fitness experts 
and at half the normal price. 

“The medical professional 
will be putting in a prescription, 
as we call it, which contains pa- 
tient details that the referral 
consultant has to take into con- 
sideration," said Murdo Wal- 
lace, chairman and founder of 
the Wright Foundation, which 
masterminded the scheme. “We 
set it up because we realised that 
doctors were hesitant to send 
people on fitness programmes 
because (hey didn't have a med- 
ical basis." 

More than 100 leisure centres 
across the country have already 
applied to have staff trained as 
“referral programme consul- 
tants". By the lime the courses 
begin next April, the foundation 
is hoping that 400 leisure cen- 
tres will take part, following the 
success of a pilot scheme in 
Bournemouth. 

“The pilot scheme began two 
years ago and there are cur- 
rently 534 people referred 
there. It is now funded by the 
Dorset Health Commission 
who completely endorse it.” 
Mr Murdo saicL 

Mr Murdo said that although 
paying for people to attend fit- 
ness classes might appear ex- 
pensive in the short term. 
“Patients become less depen- 
dent on expensive medication 
so they’re cutting down on the 
drugs bill." he said. He added 
that it could help relieve ail- 
ments from depression to car- 
diovascular problems. 


Endgame in bitter chess battle 



WILLIAM HARTSTON 
Chess Correspondent 

Florencio Campomanes, pres- 
ident of the International Chess 
Federation (Fide) for 17 tur- 
bulent years, has resigned his 
post after a motion of no con- 
fidence was passed against hhn 
“and his whole team" at a 
meeting of the Fide Central 
Committee in Paris. 

With his colourfiilly auto 
cralic style, the 68-year-old Fil- 
ipino had led Fide into some of 
the greatest crises in its histo- 
ry, yet his political skills had al- 
ways in the past seemed to 
ihrwe on the storms and dis- 
putes he created. This time, 
however, he has been brought 
down by his efforts to do a deal 
with the rival Professional 
Chess Association and its 
leader, Garry Kasparov, the 
former Fide world champion 

The battles began in 1985 
when Campomanes abruptly 
terminated Kasparov’s world 
championship match against 
Anatoly Karpov after the com- 


Crisis in Fide: Colourful president resigns after vote of no-confidence 


Pawns in the game: Garry Kasparov (left), who set up a rival chess association; Rorendo Campomanes (centre) who has stepped down as president of Fide, and Anatoly Karpov 


Campomanes’s re-election in 
Moscow. 

The no-confidence motion 
was passed, by 14 votes to 12, 
at a preliminary meeting of the 
central committee. It still had 
to be formally confirmed by the 
General Assembly, but this 
time his opponents seemed to 
have done their homework well. 
Another surprise report, on 
the state of Fide finances, 
sealed his fate. The figures sup- 
ported allegations that the pres- 
ident’s high level of spending 
was more than the organisation 
could afford. 

Without waiting for another 
vote, Campomanes resigned. 
Soon after, it was announced 
that the Karpov-Kamsfy match 
for the Fide championship will 
take place in Montreal. 

The American grandmaster 
Larry Evans, a veteran anti- 
Campo manes campaigner, 
summedig^ll up: “Every figure 
in history .gets about one defin- 
ing sentence. For Campomanes 
the defining sentence will be 
’They kicked him out’." 


batants had been at each oth- 
er’s throats for five-and-a-balf 
months. Convinced that Cam- 
pomanes was robbing him of a 
chance to win the title, Kasparov 
declared war against the Fide 
president 

The sniping between them 
continued until 1993 when Kas- 
parov, whose anti-Fide stance 
had not been supported by his 
fellow grandmasters, found an 
unlikely ally in England's Nigel 
Short who was his official world 
championship challenger. 
Short's gripe with Fide in gen- 
eral and Campomanes in par- 
ticular lay in a belief that be was 
being short-changed in their de- 
cision to accept a bid from 
Manchester to stage the title 
match. The prize money was far 
less than Short bad been led to 
expect So he contacted Kas- 
parov and suggested they take 
their custom elsewhere. 

The result was (he formation 
of the PGA, the expulsion of 


both Short and Kasparov from 
Fide, and the creation of two 
world championship titles. Be- 
tween 1993 and 1995, the PCA 
and Fide ran parallel world 
championship eliminators. Kas- 
parov defended his title a 
month ago against the young In- 
dian challenger, Viswanathan 
Aiian d, while Anatoly Karpov, 
who had recaptured the Fide ti- 
tle, faced a challenge from the 
American, farmer Russian, 
Gata Kamsky. At this stage, 
Campomanes comes back into 
the stoiy. 

At the end of 1994, his fourth 
term as Fide president was 
coming to a dose and be had an- 
nounced that he would not 
seek re-election. ALthe Fide 
congress in Moscow' last De- 
cember. he changed his mind 
and had his name a gain added 
to the ballot paper. His candi- 
dacy was supported in a stirring 
speech by Gariy Kasparov, who 
said: “If Campomanes wants to 


slay four more years, I would 
support him." 

TTieir joint platform was buflt 
on an agreement to reunify the 
two world titles. The schism was 
damaging to both organisations: 
the PCA lacked the credibility 
of backing by the world gov- 
erning body: Fide lacked the 
support of the strongest player 
in the world. So Campomanes 
was re-elected, and that is when 
the problems got worse. 

While the PCA champi- 
onship cyde prooteded smooth- 
ly, the fide version ground to 
an unexpected halt after Kam- 
sky and Karpov qualified for the 
final. Yet Campomanes, who 
had shown considerable skill in 
the past in finding multi- mill irm - 
dollar sponsors for world title 
matches, was making no ap- 
parent effort to secure backing 
for the Karpov- Kamsky match. 
While full details of the Cam- 
pomanes-Kasparov deaTwere 
never published, one n)ajor 


component had been the 
promise of a unifying match for 
the world championship in 
1996. Yet the delay in organis- 
ing Karpov -Kamsky brought 
accusations that the Fide cycle 
was being quietiy forgotten. 
Both Karpov and Kamsky 
wrote furious open letters to 
Campomanes, Karpov accusing 
him of acting like “God and 
Tsar", while Kamsky accused 
him of being an ally of Kasparov 
in the latter’s efforts “lo prevent 
the Karpov-Kamsky match". 

In September 1995, a letter 
was delivered to Fide head- 
quarters in Lausanne, Switzer- 
land, signed by 61 delegates 
from member nations, calling 
for an extraordinary genera 
meeting. Campomanes negoti- 
ated. and managed to have it 
downgraded to an ordinary 
general meeting, but a motion 
of no-confidence in him was still 
on the agenda. So was a report 
on alleged irregularities during 


Scare 
tactics 
ditched 
in drugs 
battle 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A glossy guide to taking illegal 
drugs safely and a national 
helpline offering advice on any 
aspect of drug use are key 
elements in a Government 
initiative which has abandoned 
the “scare tactics" of previous 

campaigns. 

The £J4m three-year cam- 
paign. launched just a week 
after the death of Leah Betts, 
who look a single Ecstasy tablet, 
marks a new pragmatism in 
dealing with the escalating 
problems of drug abuse among 
teenagers. 

Young people who are con- 
sidering taking drugs will have 
access to “all the information at 
hand to make an informed 
decision,” according to the first 
issue of D-Mag. which provides 
straightforward facts about 
drugs, their health risks, and first 
aid advice. 

David Arnold, director of 
the drugs publicity campaign, 
which is be mg run by the Health 
Education Authority, said drug- 
taking was not glamourised or 
condoned by the magazine. 

"This campaign acknowl- 
edges the positive beliefs about 
drugs but strongly counters this 
with facts abouL health risks. 
There is a serious level of 
ignorance." said Mr Arnold. 

Preliminary findings from a 
HEA survey of 5,000 children 
and young people across the 
country, aged between 11 and 
24, show that more 60 per cent 
regard health risks as tne most 
important reason to slop taking 
drugs. A further 31 per cent said 
they did not know any of the 
health risks involved with 
Ecstasy, and a further 42 per 
cent knew nothing of the 
hazards of taking LSD. 

The 24-hour helpline, which 
offers free and confidential 
advice to callers, was “essential" 
to the success of the new 
campaign, Mr Arnold said. 
“Getting [the helpline num- 
ber] in, front of every young per- 
son and their parents is the main 
pose of today's launch." 
MThe National Drugs 
Helpline: 0800 7766 00. 
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news 

Leeson returns 
to face justice 
in Singapore 


STEPHEN VINES 

Nick Leeson, the man who is 
alleged to have brought down 
Barings bank with his rogue 
futures trading, has returned to 
Singapore as he left - travelling 
business class, accompanied by 
his wife Lisa -but this dine they 
were joined by two lawyers and 
three security officers. 

He fought extradition to Sin- 
gapore for almost nine months 
but finally volunteered to return 
and to apologise for claims 
that be would not be able to get 
a fair trial in the republic. 

It was typical of Mr Leeson 
that he sought trial in Britain 
rather than Singapore. His two 
years in the republic were spent 
with hard-working, hard-drink- 
ing expatriates who got to know 
little of the country. They would 

instinctively believe that British 
justice was better than that 
offered by Singapore. 

They have a point. Singa- 
porean judges arc noL known for 
leniency. “Compassion went 
out of the window a long time 
ago, now I deliver justice, - said 
Chief Justice Yong Pung-how in 
a recent judgment. 

Compassion may be in short 
supply but last month’s publi- 
cation of Singapore's indepen- 
dent inspectors report into the 
Barings collapse made it clear 
they would not simply blame Mr 
Leeson for the debacle. 

Lawrence Ang, the director 


of Singapore's Commercial Af- 
fairs Department (CAD), spe- 
cialists in financial crime, has 
said that if Leeson offered to co- 
operate with his team he saw no 
reason not to accept the offer. 

Mr Leeson will appear in a 
district court this morning 
where details will be given of all 
or some of the 1 1 fraud, forgery 
and deception charges he faces. 

The district court cannot im- 
pose sentences exceeding 14 
years. Any sentence exceeding 
five years would mean detention 
in one of Singapore's four tough 
maximum security prisons. 

Some Singaporean legal ex- 
perts believe that Mr Leeson 
could escape with less than five 
years in jail if the authorities be- 
lieve that he has made a sig- 
nificant contribution to the 
conviction of senior Barings 
officials who are named in the 
report as having lied to the in- 
vestigators and attempted to 
cover up the bank’s problems. 

The most vulnerable official 
is James Bax, the former man- 
aging director of Baring Asia 
Pacific. He has been questioned 
by CAD and remains in Singa- 
pore with his passport withheld. 

Mr Bax's boss in London, 
Peter Norris, the chief executive 
of Barings Investment bank, is 
even more heavily criticised in 
the report. However, he is in 
London and would need to be 
extradited to face charges in Sin- 
gapore. 
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Human link 
with mad 
cow disease 
to be tested 


Getting shipshape: In anticipation of the Tail Ships Race arrival in 1999, Vincent Gillen, of the McClean Museum 
in Greenoch, Strathclyde, restores a model of the Snagow by J Mcvey, from an 1890 ship built in Port Glasgow 


TDM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Bits of brain taken from dairy 
fanners who recently died of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease - the 
human equivalent of mad cow 
disease - are being injected into 
laboratory mice in what scien- 
tists hope may be a definitive ex- 
periment to show whether BSE 
can spread to humans. 

Brains from infected cattle 
have already been “passaged” 
through mice which catch the 
murine (mouse) equivalent 
According to Dr Sheila Gore, 
from the Institute of Public 
Health in Cambridge, tissue 
infected with bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy produces a dis- 
tinctive pattern of damage to the 
mouse brains. She said: “If that 
partem were seen when mate- 
rial from brains of CJD farm- 
ers is used it would suggest very 
strongly that BSE had come into 
humans. It would prove the 
link." 

Public concern about a pos- 
sible link between the bovine 
and the human diseases has re- 
cently been heightened follow- 
ing the deaths of four farmers 
and two young people from 
CJD. But it win take at least two 
years before the results of the 
experiments in mice are known. 

In an article published in to- 
day's issue of the British Med- 
ical Journal, Dr Gore warns that 
the “cases of Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease in farmers and young 
adults are more than happen- 
stance. They signal an epi- 
demiological alert to investigate 
intensively possible exposures - 
farm related and dietary.” 

Dr Gore said yesterday: 
“There is some urgency to this. 

It would be negligent if we did 
not follow these things up.” She 
stressed, however, that she was 
not saying humans had been in- 
fected: “We don't have proof 


that BSE has come into hu- 
mans. We do have an unusual- 
ly high number of occurre nces 
in people who have worked with 
adult cattle so that we want, to 
look at occupational exposures.” 

Cows are believed to have 
caught BSE by eating cattle 
meal infected with sheep 
scrapie, following changes 
around 1982 in the way the ren- 
dering industry treated offal and 
other wastes. 

From the first certified case 
in 1986 to the middle of this 
year, the disease has been con- 
firmed in more than half of 
dairy herds and 15 per cent of 
beef suckler herds. Dairy farm- 
ers are therefore at risk of 
occupational exposure to tire 
agent that causes the disease, 
if BSE is transmissible to 

h umans . 

Dr Gore added: “I don’t 
know what the dairy farmer 
source may be. Farmers do ap- 
parently eat cattle cake - it's rich 
in protein.” If farmers did eat 
cattle cake in the early 1980s it 
would have been contaminated 
with BSE infected material. Dr 
Gore pointed out that the inci- 
dence of CJD is much higher 
among dairy fanners than it is 
for fanners as a whole and that 
thk is true not just in Britain but 
in other European countries. 

It is possible that these coun- 
tries have had infected but not 
affected cattle - calves export- 
ed from the UK for veal for 
example might be infected but 
would be slaughtered before the 
disease became apparent 

Dr Gore suggested that it 
would be worth studying CJD 
among farmers in countries 
such as the US, New Zealand, 
and Australia where there has 
essentially been no incidence of 
BSE to see if the trend holds 
that there is a higher incidence 
among dairy fanners than for 
farmers as a whole. 


Driver in stupor 
killed cyclist 


A disqualified driver in a drunk- 
en stupor ran down and killed 
a cyclist 10 days after being re- 
leased from prison for his third 
drink-driving offence, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Brendon Cheshire was so 
drunk he was not fit to be in- 
terviewed until nearly 24 bours 
after the crash. 

Cheshire has numerous pre- 
vious convictions dating back to 
i his teens for dangerous driving, 
driving without insurance, fail- 
ing to give breath specimens, 
and 14 offences of driving while 
disqualified, the Old Bailey 
heard. 

Jailing Cheshire, 35, of Bark- 
ing, Essex, for six years. Judge 
Brian Capstick told him: “There 
are deaf aggravating features in 
this case, there is drink, there 
is failure to stop and there is 
your previous record.” 

Cheshire had drunk nearly a 
bottle of whisky and was three 
and a half limes over the legal 
limit for driving when he 
knocked David Stolen from his 
bjcycle as he tried to overtake 
him on a flyover in Barking in 
August, said Lindsay Burn, for 
the prosecution. 

Witnesses heard the screech 


of tyres and a bang and found 
35-year-old Mr Stoten, who 
had said goodnight to his fi- 
ancee moments before and was 
cycling to his home, lying in the 
road by his smashed’ bicycle. 

Cheshire had not stopped but 
was arrested outside a block of 
flats near by. Residents had 
called police after they saw his 
car, its windscreen smashed, 
mount the pavement They saw 
him stagger from it too drunk 
to walk properly. 

When officers arrived 
Cheshire was slumped in the 
driving seat, too drunk to stand 
up by himself. “I have had an 
accident,” he told police who 
saw his eyes were glazed, his 
speech slurred and his answers 
iocom preh ensible. 

Cheshire had left prison de- 
termined not to drink but when 
he found oul his girlfriend and 
the mother of his child wanted 
no more to do with him be start- 
ed a^ain. 

His counsel, Joseph Giret 
said Cheshire deeply regretted 
the accident which still haunt- 
ed him. Cheshire admitted caus- 
ing death by dangerous driving, 
driving while disqualified and 
without insurance. 


DAILY POEM 

'Damp white imprints ... ' 

By Yevgeny Yevtushenko 
(translated by Anthony Kahn) 

Damp while imprints dog the feet; 
snowbound trolley, snowbound street. 

Her tip of glove to lip and cheek, 

"Good-bye. ” Go. 

Deathly into soaring snow 
arul stillness, as expected, go, 

A turn: 

the plunge into the metro. 

A blare of lights. A melting hat. 

I stand, am spun in drafts, see black 
take the tunnel, train, and track 
sit and wait as others sat, 
touch cold marble, chill my hand, 
and, heavy-twirled, understand 

dull nothing ever really happened, 
ever would, ever can. ’ 

Yevgeny Yevtushenko was bora in Siberia in 1933. He has been 

S? a UnS P °^ e 7 ( , p0 . IllCS i aclivist throu ehout his life. A criticof 
Stalinism m the late Forties and early Fifties, his poctrv be- 

SyEESJE’ SL ta 1116 Soviet Union^and wastan 5S3& 

198lSf KiSiJSS 3 m ?™ b 1 r °- f Soviel from 

W. 8-91. Despite being a political writer, he is essentially a lyric 

ti^Thic J 2f. W ‘!i h great ,enderness about the human condi- 
SalUrday ’ 35 of Rewriting History Series. 
HD try rea ? nfi at 7J0 P m wMi Nayantara 
SrtE *? om ' to South Bank Centre, London 

2>E1. Box Office inquiries to 0171 960 4242. 
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Puttnam sees 
a grim future 
for London 




MATTHEW BRACE 

London will slip into cultural 
obscurity and social decay un- 
less radiraJ changes are made 
in the nest few years, City cam- 
paigners warned a conference 
on the capital's future yesterday. 

Speaking at the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society in central 

London, the environmentalist 
and film producer Sir David 
Puttnam painted a grim picture 
of London in the next century, 
overtaken culturally by other 
world centres and plagued by a 
general malaise among its pop- 
ulation. , . . . 

lb avoid such a fate, he said, 
London's 85 MPs urgently need 
to form a caucus to debate and 
drive change, not least in trying 
to establish it as Europe s arts 

^^Loodon seems unable to dis- 
play any form of confidence and 
baSess we get hback m the near 
future the result wfll be die most 

distressing, upsetting thing f 030 
imagine, " he said- 

He added that the millenni- 
um and its associated festivals 
and events would be vital for 
London's future, pronusmgan 
estimated 100 million jurists. 
“The millennium is not just 

a chance for Lontou but last 

chance," he said. “TSut I can onfy 
think that for the Government, 

the 31st of Dec f mber ^S 
is just a date for a fireworks 

festival.” 


Sir David also said that for far 

too long Londoners had put up 
with inadequacies in their ser- 
vices and surroundings. “For 
years people have commuted to 
and from work in appalling 
conditions but they never com- 
plain. Why not stage a one-day 
strike when everyone refuses to 
come to work unless things im- 
prove?” he suggested. 

“And the year after, a two-day 
strike, and so on imtil something 
gets done." 

Also speaking at the confer- 
ence, and equally critical of the 
state of London and concerned 
for its future, was the architect 
Sir Richard Rogers, who reit- 
erated his blueprint for a 21st 
century London for the public, 
with pedestrianised squares and 
streets, plush public transport, 
and a revitalise river Thames. 

His plans include more 
bridges across the river, the 
pipn ring of a million trees to re- 
forest the Embankment, and in- 
creased river transport. 

“The public need somewhere 
to meet, they want somewhere 
to meet, we should be givi 
them places to meet,” he ss — 
His main attack was on the car, 
saying the average speed in 
London is now lOmph. the 
same as it was 100 years ago< 

Also on the conference agen- 
da was how the capital wfll sur- 
vive as a fina ncial world centre 
and how it is to be.govemed to-. 
cally in the next mill enni u m . 
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Heritage and arts awards: Nearly £40m given for projects ranging from £4.9m for parkland to £1,500 for ajnemonai tablet 

Churches and Wales win 


Classically inspired: Adam's island temple at Croome Park, Brown’s first grand landscape 

Trust to rescue 
first landscape by 
Capability Brown 


top share of lottery cash 


Photograph: John Potter 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The National Heritage Memo- 
rial Fund has given £4.9m of lot- 
tery money for the National 
Trust to buy Croome Park near 
Worcester, one of the country’s 
finest landscaped gardens. It was 
one of 56 projects that benefit- 
ed from the f 13.7m worth of 
grants announced in Cardiff 
yesterday, many of which had a 
strong Welsh or ecclesiastical 
theme. A further £25ro was 
handed out to 76 projects by the 
Arts Council. 

The grants ranged from the 
£4.9m from the NHMF for the 
park and £6m from the Arts 
Council for a National Glass 
Museum in Sunderland, to 
£1 ,500 - the smallest the her- 
itage fund has awarded so far 
- to St Andrew's church in 
Somerset for the restoration of 
a memorial tablet. 

Despite its vocal opposition to 


the National Lottery, the Church 
of England stands to be one of 
the greatest recipients of lottery 
money. Bath Abbey, which re- 
ceives 300.000 visitors a year, was 
given £500,000 yesterday to 
clean the interior, and IS grants 
were given to churches for bells, 
organs and rebuilding 

“I regard the introduction of 
the lottery as a fresh form of 
gambling which slips us down 
Lhe road of malerial^m a bit fur- 
ther," Prebendary Richard 
Askew, Rector of Bath Abbey. 
caiH “But it exists and this is how 
the Government has decided to 
fund Britain's heritage. We who 
are the stewards of these build- 
ings must face up to it and draw 
on funds so raised." 

There was also a strong Welsh 

theme to the projects, which in- 
cluded a £372,000 grant to the 
National Trust to buy Hafod 
Garregog, a 169-hectare estate 
including the 15th-century house 


of Owain Giyndwr, the last in- 
dependent Prince of Whles- 

The distributors of lottery 
money have been accused or 
concentrating ffouls in Lon- 
don and the South. Lord Roth- 
schjjd, chairman of the 
Lottery Fund, which bandte the 
grants for the NHMF. sad that 
he was anxious the fund should 
increase its Welsh spending, 
currently £Um, although he 
said he was anxious notto cre- 
ate “theme-park Wiles”. 

“Over lime we wish to 
achieve a fair balance both ge- 
ographically and by popula- 
tion,” he said. 

A £300,000 grant goes to the 
National Gallery in Scotland 
buy a painting, the Madonna 
and Child with the Infant Saint 
John the Baptist and Attendant 
Angels by Guilio Procaccmi. 
which belonged to Charles I. . 

The HLF also published ns 
annual report yesterday. So far 


it has given £70m in grants: 26 
percent for land projects. 17 per 
cent for buildings, 24 per cent 
for museums and galleries. 19 
per cent for manuscripts and 
archives and 13 per cent for in- 
dustrial, maritime and transport 
jack Cunningham, Labour's 
heritage spokesman, attacked 
the Government yesterday for 
tfliring too intrusive a role in the 
distribution of lottery money. In 
a letter to Virginia Bottomley. the 
Secretary of State for National 
Heritage, he criticised plans to 
use funds to foster a direct rela- 
tionship between schools and 
artistic centres for excellence. 

“While I have proposed the 
idea of a “talent fund” from lot- 
tery proceeds ... I am con- 
cerned that ministers are 
becoming increasingly involved 
with the distribution of lottery 
proceeds towards specific pro- 
jects of their own choice,” Dr 
Cunningham said. 


CHRIS MOWBRAY 

The birthplace of Britain's mod- 
em love affair with gardening, 
Croome Park in the Severn 
valley, brought international 
fame to the nation’s greatest- 
ever landscape artist. Now the 
park, designed by Capability 
Brown in the second half of the 
18th century, is to be restored 
by the National Trust over the 
next 10 years at a cost of £8m. 

As the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund announced in 
Cardiff yesterday that it was giv- 
ing £4.9m towards the project, 
officials of the trust’s Sewem re- 
gion shunned the reception to 
get out and about on their new 
treasure in Wellington boots 
and Barbour jackets. 

It was daring the 1750s that 
the then unknown Lancelot 
Brown was retained by the sixth 
Ear! of Coventry to’ turn 675 
acres of Worcestershire marsh 
into a classical manicured land- 
scape which set the standard for 
sweeping parklands across the 
country in the Georgian age. 

The unusual partnership be- 
tween the two men developed 
into a life-long friendship and 
created a new art form inspired 
by classical philosophy and the 
concept of the Grand Tbur. 

It also earned Brown his 
nickname. When reporting on 
how the work was progressing, 
the designer would regularly 
knock (Hi his employer’s door to 
tell him: “The park has its ca- 
pabilities, my lord.” 

“This was Capability Brown’s 
first great landscape park and it 
is of tremendous importance,” 
David Brown the trust’s region- 
al public affairs manager, said. 

“It is also unusual because it 


includes work by the architect 
Thomas Adam and the sculptor 
James Wyatt. Here you have 
something which combines the 
work of the three finest artists 
of the late 18th century. 

“It has altered little since it 
was created except that it has 
decayed and was ravaged by 
Dutch elm disease in the Sev- 
enties. We intend to restore it 
totally and will be opening it so 
that the public can see the 
work taking shape.” 

The centrepiece of the park 
is Brown's mile-long artificial 
river, which is really a man- 
made lake. The land also in- 
cludes bis grotto to Sabrina, the 
goddess of the River Severn, 
made with some of the earliest 
ar tificial garden stone. 

Other features include a 
man-made island, two classical 
temples designed by Robert 
Adam and the statue of a druid 
and a memorial to Brown by 
James Wyatt. 

The trust’s regional director. 
Cedi Feaise, said: “This is a 
wonderful opportunity to re- 
store a unique creation. Brown 
carried out the work only for the 
Earls of Coventry, buL we are 
doing it for the nation - that is 
why we find it so exciting." 

The park is being bought 
from the Sun Alliance, which 
has owned it since 19S1 and is 
giving £300,000 towards the 
restoration. The house itself, 
Croome Court, is empty. 
Owned now by a property de- 
veloper, it is on the market and 
is not part of the package. 

The estate was sold off and the 
Coventry family moved out in 
1948. The 11th eari, known k>- 
iy as “BAT, still lives near by 
(walks regularly on the land. 
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international 

Diana in Argentina: Public remain indifferent to ‘ambassador’ and sceptical of President Menem s motives for the trip 

Ghosts of Falklands 
haunt Princess’s visit 






•.***’ . j>? > * 


Doing it her way: The Princess of Wales went about her charitable visits soon after her arrival in Argentina yesterday 


PHIL DAVISON 

Buenos Aires - 

If she thought she was going to 
fly away from it all, die Princess 
of Wales was mistaken. When 
she settled into her first-dass 
British Airways seat for an 
overnight flight to Buenos Aires, 
the in- Sight TV news review 
concentrated on one theme 
only - her BBC interview. 

Journalists , kept at a distance 
by the Princess’s detectives, 
said they were not sure whether 
she watched She appeared to 
take a tablet, possibly a sleep- 
ing pin, and dozed during most 
of the 15-hour flight, they said. 

She had to. After a quick 
wash and brush-up at the 
British Embassy, she was 
straight into her first appoint- 
ment, patting disabled young- 
sters' heads at a paralysis centre 
and chatting to victims of road, 
rugby and swimming accidents. 

The Princess had flown into 
Ezeiza international airport, 
then on by helicopter to the cap- 
ital's military airport. She was 
no doubt unaware that it was at 
that airport, around the time she 
was courting Prince Charles, 
that Argentine Air Force planes 
used to load anti-government 
suspects, ‘'drugged like zom- 
bies”. before tossing them out 
alive over the mouth of the river 
Plate. 


Insisting that her visit is 
about charity, she may also be 
mi aw are that this nation’s Pres- 
ident, Carlos Menem, who will 
host a lunch for her at his offi- 
cial residence today, is being 
widely accused here of trying to 
garner near-royal powers for 
himself. He is currently trying 
to push through measures that 
would allow him to bypass Con- 
gress and rule by decree on key 
issues such as tax reform and 
privatisation of industries. 

The Princess looked relaxed 


better ask the Argentine For- 
eign Minis try about that," said 
a British diplomat here. 

His remark appeared to con- 
firm a widely held belief here 
that the Argentine government 
proposed, organised and fi- 
nanced the trip, although the 
Princess was ostensibly invited 
fry the Infant Paralysis Associ- 
ation she visited yesterday. The 
theory implied that Mr Menem 
wanted the Princess here to 
push his rapprochement with 
Britain, partly in the hope of 


ambassador, this was possibly 
the wrong place to start "The 
Malvinas [Falklands] defeat is 
a scar that wrli never heaL” said 
Daniel Antonio. who runs a cor- 
ner store next to the dime the 
Princess visited. “It was our Hi- 
roshima. We’ll never forget.” 
An opposition senator. Luis 
Leon, went further. “This na- 
tional fawning over the visit 
gives prestige to a monarchy 
that has taken the lives of our 
young people to preserve a 
colonialism that usurped our 
territory." he said 


‘The Malvinas is a scar that will 
never heal. It was our Hiroshima’ 


ARE YOU PROPERLY COVERED? 
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well be satisfied with the 
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Call us today. 



But your local broker 
will make sure it fits. 



0345 27 28 27 <*<w 0345 25 26 25 


Birmingham and the South 


North of Birmingham 


Expert advice is your best policy. 

This advertisement is sponsored by Independent Insurance Company Limited. 


as she was greeted at the mili- 
tary airport by the mayor of 
Buenos Aires, Jorge Domin- 
guez, and driven off in a new 
V12 Jaguar. The Jag and a twin 
model for the British ambas- 
sador, Sir Peter Hall, carried the 
diplomatic plates of the embassy. 
But their registration discs gave 
the show away. They had been 
imported from Chile especially 
for her visit The ambassador 
normally drives a Rover. 

The cars, the first-class tick- 
ets for her and her staff, and the 
genera] costs of her stay, raised 
the question of who exactly 
was footing the bilL “You’d 


showing that he is making 
progress in his pledge to regain 
the Falkland Islands. 

President Menem, whose own 
love life - complete with a di- 
vorce and an illegitimate child - 
has often fed the gossip columns. 

will be host at a lunch for the 
Princess today. Tomorrow she 
flies to Rtf agonia to go whale- 
watching and take tea with the 
descendants of Welsh settlers. 

She flies home on Sunday to 
face the music with Buckingham 
Palace for revealing the secret 
life of Britain's royals. 

If the Princess hopes to make 
a career as a kind of goodwill 


Une Air Force helicopters nao 
been enlisted to ferry the 
Princess to and fro because 
the presidential helicopter, of- 
fered by Mr Menem, carried the 
name “Malvinas Argentinas" 
(Argentine Falklands) on the 
sides. There had been talk of 
covering the name with a sticker 
but it was feared the rotor 
blades would blow them off and 
embarrass the Princess, the re- 
porters said. 

Overall, though, the Princess 
was met with indifference. u No 
me ni me viene" (I don’t care 
one way or the other) was the 
most common response. A few 
dozen people bad assembled 
outside the clinic yesterday but 
most were curious neighbours 
and they were far outnumbered 
by journalists. 


EU to slash formers’ aid 
before expanding east 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

The European Union is con- 
sidering sweeping new’ changes 
to its farm policy to prepare the 
EU for expansion to indude for- 
mer Communist states in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe. 

New cuts in the support giv- 
en to Europe's 9 million farm- 
ers are outlined in a draft ofa 
Jong-awaited white paper on 
enlargement strategy, prepared : 
. by the EU Agrimlnir^ QMn- 
missforie^Tranz lMSchfer. "■ ~ 

The proposals are certain to 
provoke hostility from the big 
farming lobbies, particularly in 
France and Germany. 

The draft says that to expand 
eastward without scaling down 
the £30bn-a-year Common 
Agriculture Policy will cause an 
explosion in spending and a 
return to the notorious grain 
and beef mountains and milk 
lakes of the early Eighties. Ear- 
lier reforms of the CAP have re- 
moved these surpluses and 
brought EU farm prices in line 


with, or in some cases below, 
world market levels. The fear 
is that eastward expansion could 
renew the cycle of over- 
production. Agriculture is im- 
portant to the economies of 
Eastern Europe, where a quar- 
ter of the workforce is em- 
ployed on the land. If the status 
quo is retained, the annual cost 
to taxpayers would rise by 
£8bu-12bn. draft plans say. 

. . The proposals will go before 
EUbeads ofgoverament when 
rtbey meet in Madrid next 
month. They suggest that the 10 
former Communist states hop- 
ing for membership by the turn 
of the centuiy should be made 
to wait several years after join- 
ing before being allowed to 
take advantage of the CAP’S 
generous support. 

During the transition period 
they would gel extensive aid to 
revamp their decrepit farms as 
well as a gradual opening-up of 
EU agricultural markets to 
their exports. The paper steers 
dear of specifying how long the 
delay would last. 


Regardless of enlargement, 
Mr Fischler says deeper CAP 
reform is inevitable because of 
internal budgetary pressures 
and world trade liberalisation. 
The warning is intended to 
head off a row between fierce 
critics of the form policy, such 
as Britain, and its stalwart sup- 
porters, including France and 
Ireland, which could block the 
entire enlargement process. 

Price cuts, he says, could 
continue to be compensated foe 
by direct payments to farmers 
introduced in the 1992 round of 
reforms, but would be limited 
to “where necessary”. 

The CAP, which is a bureau- 
cratic nightmare to run be- 
cause of its complexify and red 
tape, would also be simplified. 

The paper also suggests re- 
placing the annual springtime 
price-fixing haggle with a US- 
style five-year support pro- 
gramme. Brussels would 
devolve control over running the 
policy to national governments, 
including responsibility for 
some direct income supports. 
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Milosevic slaps down hardline Bosnian Serbs 


EMMA DA1Y 

Sarajevo 


President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia last night claimed victo- 
ry in his struggle with Serb 
hardliners in Bosnia opposed to 
the Dayton peace deal, 
reporting that Radovan Kara- 
dzic, the Bosnian Serb Presi- 
dent, bad accepted an 
agreement that mil end his ca- 
reer and, in theory, put him on 
trial for war crimes. 

After a secretive meeting 
□ear Belgrade, to which Mr 
Milosevic had summoned Mr 
Karadzic and other hardline 
Serb leaders, the official 
Yugoslav news agency, Tanjug, 


said Belgrade won the day. 
Bosnian Serb objections to the 
plan, centred on the sacrifice of 
most of Serb-held Sarajevo, 
would be met through negoti- 


ations. The report appears to 
fate. The 


seal Mr Karadzic's 
deal requires him to surrender 
office and face the UN war- 
crimes court in The Hague, 
although that may be a con- 
cession too dangerous for Mr 
Milosevic to follow through. 

Mr Milosevic bad summoned 
his former clients to Belgrade 
for a lecture on the facts of life: 
namely, that he will be damned 
if his Bosnian re be Is wreck Ser- 
bia's chance of escaping the in- 
ternational trade embargo. 


Therefore, a peace-friendly 
leadership must emerge. Mr 
Karadzic has yet to respond 
publicly to the agreement, and 
may be holding his fire until he 
is safely bade home in Pale. 

Never has the concept of 
“Serb unity”, for which the 
Bosnian war was 
fought, looked so 


The deal signed by Mr Milo- 
sevic has strained the compet- 
ing interests of the rebels in 
Bosnia to breaking point, as 
shown by the contradictory re- 
sponses to the Dayton deal 
trickling out of the “Republika 
Srpska”. Whether the cracks can 


present regime smothered 
during the dangerous few weeks 
before the Nato Implementa- 
tion Rjrce arrives remains to be 
seen. 

The geographical arid polit- 
ical poles of Republika Srpska 
- Banja Luka and Pale - have 
' supposedly slowly drifted apart and the gap 
bedraggled, has been immeasurably 


some land around Banja Luka, 
including a vital hydro-elec- 


be papered over, an alternative 
Serb leaden 


leadership found and the 


widened by the deal. Banja 
Luka, a large in dty in north- 
ern Bosnia, has always smarted 
at the concentration of power 
in the “capital" of Pale, a two- 
cow ski resort close to Saraje- 
vo. But it has come out well 
ahead in the peace stakes. 

Under the new map, the 
Republika Srpska will regain 


tricity plant that supplies the 
city. However, the Bosnian 
Serbs will surrender five districts 
of Sarajevo, a bad enough fate 
for residents of the area, but 
fatal for the Pale politicians. 

The new maps, said Momci- 
lo Krajisnik, are “bad, black- 
mailing and servile". The 
hard-line speaker of parlia- 
ment, a delegate to Dayton 
and member for Serb Sarajevo, 
added: “We have warned Pres- 
ident Milosevic that no one has 
the right to sign such a plan." 

However, the mayor of Ban- 
ja Luka, perhaps in revenge, 
struck bads. “Authorisation was 


given to President Milosevic to 
represent us," he said. “[He] had 
the right to initial the docu- 
ment" _ 

The two Bosnian Serb lead- 
era. Mr Karadzic and General 
Ratko Mladic, are barred from 
holding office because of their 
indictment on war crimes 
charges. Mr Karadzic may dmg 
to power the only way he can, 
by scuppering the agreement 
but it seems General Mladic, 
who never sought political pow- 
er, is ready to go. 

Through his deputy. Gener- 
al Milan Gvero. the military 
reacted with compliance to the 
deal Mr Milosevic had shown 
“persistence in the pursuit of 


peace and his principled stance 
in the search for a final solu- 
tion", he said. It was now im- 
portant “to do everything to 
really breathe life into this 
peace". General Gvero may be 
rhinfcrrug of his future, but it IS 
almost inconceivable that he 
spoke without General Mladic s 
blessing. 

So how could Mr Karadzic 
defeat his former mentor in Bel- 
grade? UN officials believe the 
next few weeks wifi be the riski- 
est. as no one expects much of 
a fight from the Serbs once 
Nato’s troops are in place. They 
fear the pro-war leadership 
may stage some bloody event to 
scupper the plan. A skittish 


US Congress will need little en- 
couragement to obstruct the de- 
ployment of US troops m 
Bosnia, and without the Amer- 
icans. the French and Bntfah are 
likelv to fall by the wayside. 

The officer corps is loyal to 
General Mladic, and Belgrade, 
while the soldiers are under- 
paid, exhausted and fed up. But 
Mr Karadzic has poured mon- 
ey into the paramilitary police, 
which might consider its inter- 
ests (bribery’ and corruption) 
best served by more war. 

“In the long run, I don’t 
think Karadzic can endure", an 
observer said. “But he may 
start quite a serious fight if he 
is utterly desperate.' 1 


Donations bring the 
promise of a new life 


Peace in the Balkans leaves a 
huge task for those who are 
stru gglin g to repair the lives of 
6 milli on children in the region 
- children who have lost limbs, 
parents, homes, and their peace 
of mind. 

Our Christmas appeal has al- 
ready succeeded in raising near- 
ly £15,000 for charities working 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

Over the next week we will be 
reporting on projects being run 
by the four charities we are ask- 
ing you Lo support: 

Save the Children, whose 
main effort is focused on chil- 
dren who have been separated 
from their families: the Inter- 
national Red Cross, which is 
conducting the largest human- 
itarian enterprise in the re- 
gion. looking after large camps 
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of refugees, and linking people 
through its famous messaging 
network: War Child, which 
plans lo build a £2.5m music 
therapy centre in Mostar, and 
to send urgently needed pros- 
thetics out to wounded children 
in the Tuzia area; and. Child Ad- 
vocacy International, which 
aims to bring up to 100 sick chil- 
dren to Britain for treatment 
Write cheques or postal or- 
der to the charity of your choice. 


% INDEPENDENT 


CHILDREN OF WAR APPEAL 


1 would like to make a donation to help children In former. ' 
Yugoslavia. 1 enclose a cheque/postal order/CAV/CAF card for 
£ made payable to one of the following charities. 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Child Advocacy International 

British Red Cross Former Yugoslavia Appeal 


War Child 


Save the Children 

(p/ease tick as appropriate) 

Signature Date 

Please post your donations) to; 

The Independent Children of War Appeal, ■ 

c/o the Independent, TO Box 4011, London E14 5BB 

THANK YOU 



EU dreams of 
rebuilding a 
war-torn land 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


Heart to heart A Bosnian government soldier hugging his girlfriend 
peace settlement means he may never have to return 40 the front line 


a park in the centre of Sarajevo. The 
Photograph: AFP 


No sooner has the ink on the 
Bosnian peace agreement dried 
than bureaucrats in Brussels, 
Washington and other world 
capitals, working; on the post- 
war reconstruction plan, have 
begun to talk in astonishingly 
idealistic tones about the future 
of the war-torn land. 

Within days, the EU, which 
hopes to oversee reconstruction 
jointly with the World Bank, win 
dispatch a mission to the Bosni- 
ans to discuss “priority needs”. 
The “peace implementation" 
conference is to be held in 
London on 8-9 December, 
when a decision wiD be made on 
forming a steering committee, 
probably consisting of the lead- 
ing Western countries and Rus- 
sia. A top representative, 
probably Carl Bikit, the EU rep- 
resentative to former Yu- 
goslavia, is also to be appointed 
to oversee civilian aspects of the 
peace plan. 

At the end of December wfil 
come a “pledging conference", 
in which nations will offer to 
help pay the $5bn (£3.2bn) that 
the World Bank estimates will 
be needed to rebuild the fed- 
eration areas of Bosnia alone. 
Mr Bildt has suggested contri- 
butions ought to be split be- 
tween the EU. the United 
States and the rest of the world. 


The idea is to reconstruct 
towns and villages m Bosnia, not 
only to physically rebuild hous- 
es, factories, roads and bridges 
but to bring the communities to- 
gether again. “We are not just 
dealing with reconstruction in 
a physical sense, but a human 
sense." said Edward Kronen- 
berg, the Dutch official over- 
seeing the EU policy. 

Refugees are to have the 
automatic “right of return", 
this being an element of the 
peace deal and a condition of 
the Europeans' rebuilding pro- 
gramme. Anotber condition 
imposed by (he Europeans for 
rebuilding is that the authorities 
in Bosnia, Serbia and Croatia 
co-operate with the war crimes 
tribunal, comply with strict hu- 
man rights requirements and 
allow international observers. 

The rebuilders talk of “Tieal- 
ing" and “reconciliation", as if 
bricks and mortar might some- 
how wipe away the gruesome 
events of the war. BuL even in 
Brussels, the rebuilders know 
that the problems they face 
are immense. 

Plans cannot be laid to re- 
construct Serb-held areas until 
it is dear that Muslims who left 
may reLum. It is unclear 
whether aid money will be used 
to rebuild villages in Krajina, 
both those deserted by Croats 
in 1991 and those razed by 
Croats after the Serbs fled. 
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Papandreou’s progress: Nation wails anxiously as hopes rise for recovery from pneumonia and Pasok dissidents remain si en 

Heirs gather to fight 
for Greek succession 





Better days: Andreas Papandreou with Mimi, whose political role has upset some Pasok members Photograph: Reuter 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Athens 

Three days after the frail and 
ageing Andreas Papandreou 
was rushed to hospital to be 
created for pneumonia, doctors 
and dose confidants said yes- 
terday they were cautiously op- 
timistic that be would pull 
through even though he was still 
in intensive care and struggling 
to wean himself off an artificial 
respirator. 

With the whole country anx- 
iously following the Prime Min- 
ister’s p ro gr ess, every land of 
rumour has swirled around 
Athens about the state of bis 
health and the possible politi- 
cal consequences of his inca- 
pacitation or demise. But 
yesterday his aides were busy 
discussing contingency plans 
for nothing more serious than 
a long convalescence. 

“ I would bet that the old lion 
will make it,” said a senior 
member of Mr Papandreou’s 
entourage. 

Official bulletins, although 
short on hard information, reg- 
istered a steady improvement in 
the 76-year-old premier’s con- 
dition, and officials at the Chas- 
sis Cardiac Surgery Centre said 
they thought the Prime Minis- 


ter could be off the respirator 
and back home within a week 
or 10 days. 

Even a he does pull through, 
however, Mr Papandreou’s po- 
litical future looks to be in grave 
doubt Even before this latest 
emergency, he was so frail he 
could not work for more than a 
few hours a day and avoided all 
but the meet important public 
functions. He underwent a triple 


functions. He underwent a triple 
heart bypass operation in 1988, 
and since then has grown ever 


however, much of Pasok has 
been in open revolt over the 
Prime Minister's refusal to face 
up to his own physical frailty, 
and over the increasingly promi- 
nent political role played by his 
wife, Mimi. Before his hospi- 
talisation, a powerful group of 
dissidents led by former minis- 
ters Afosso Papandreou, Theo- 
doras Pangalos and Costas 
Simitis appeared to be making 
rapid p rogress in their campaign 
to democratise Pasok. 


Even if he does pull through, 

his political future is in doubt 


m ore wizened and stow. Ten days 
ago at a parliamentary meeting 
of his party Pasok, he barely had 
the strength to turn the pages of 
he speech. 

Such is the power of Mr Pa- 
pan dreou's personality and the 
autocratic nature of his leader- 
ship that pressure for him to 
step down, or at ieasr make pro- 
vision for his succession, was for 
a long time articulated only by 
a handful of senior party dissi- 
dents too prominent to risk se- 
rious punishment 

Over the past two months, 


That campaign is on ice. Mr 
Papandreou is a national hero 
and for now he is above criti- 
cism. When the leading dissi- 
dents visited Mr Papandreou at 
his bedside on Monday night 
they were jeered by a crowd of 
well-wishers standing outside 
the hospital. None of them has 
Uttered as a word in public since. 

The government, meanwhile, 
remains in the hands of Mr Pa- 
pandreou’s inner circle. Aides 
insist that the Prime Minister is 
still in charge even though he 
has a tube down his throat and 


can only communicate through 
hand gestures and writing. It is 
more likely that the crisis is be- 
ing managed by two close col- 
leagues: AkisTkxfoadzopoi^^ 

the Interior Minister, who is the 
constitutional deputy for the 
premier, and Antonis Livams, 
Mr Papandreou’s Cabinet sec- 
retary. who has ministerial rank 
and carries responsibility for lbe- 
secret services. 

The position of Mr Livanis, 
who is also dose to Mrs Pa- 
pandreou, is particularly crucial 
because he has the power to con- 
vene the Cabinet at any time. 
Meanwhile the Foreign Minis- 
ter, Karolos Papoulias, is ex- 
pected to represent Greece at 
a meeting of Mediterranean 
leaders in Barcelona next 
month, and President Costis 
StqihaiK^pouloswil I probably at- 
tend the EU summit in Madrid. 

The loyalists will no doubt 
keep the dissidents in check as 
long as Mr Papandreou is con- 
valescing. But their grip is un- 
likely to last forever. If Mr 
Papandreou makes a full re- 
covery, he can expect to face his 
critics all over again. If he re- 
mains too weak to carry on or 
dies, the struggle for succession 
will be more emotionally 
charged but no less vidous. 


Vision of fun 
is blurred 
by bouncers 




Only Curr ys brin g 

2 MONTHS 



Why do foreigners in Japan get 
so wound up? This, after alL is 
the most crime-free country in 
the Indus Lrialised world, the 
streets are clean. The trains al- 
ways run on time. You never 
haw to tip and, apart from the 
odd typhoon and a few sticky 
weeks in the summer, the cli- 
mate is mild and predictable. So 
why does it provoke the kind of 
frustrated loathing usually re- 
served for third-world dicta- 
torships? Complaining about 
Japan (the expense, the lan- 
guage. the bureaucracy) makes 
up a good 50 per cent of expa- 
triate conversations. There are 
even clinics for foreigners suf- 
fering from culture shock. 

The other day I began to un- 
derstand why. My particular 
epiphany was unexpected be- 
cause it occurred at what should 
have been a jolly occasion. Blur, 
the reigning princes of British 
pop music, were playing in 
Tokyo, and I had tickets “Bra", 
as they are called here, are big 
in Japan, and images of the band 



Day Mon: Fined for stepping 
out of line in Tokyo 

and their lead singer Damon 
(“Day Mon") Albarh were plas- 
tered over my local record shop. 
In capital spirits, my friend and 
I took the subway to the open- 
ing concert at Budokan hall. 

Hie Budokan is the country’s 
most famous concert venue and 
the location of some of the 
most solemn slate occasions. I 
was here in August for the 50th 
anniversary ceremony of the 
end of the war. Unsmiling men 
with heavy bulges in their jack- 
ets had scrutinised our CDs. But 
the security extended to the 
Emperorwas nothing to that en- 
joyed by Bra. 

Steel barriers funnelled the 
crowd to the doors, scrutinised 
by megaphone-wielding stew- 
ards. “Unauthorised objects 
must not be brought into the 
hall," they warned, inside, more 
officials bustled us to our seats 
in the back row of the upper cir- 
cle behind a pillar. Even the 
front row was 10 yards from the 
stage. Patrolling this fenced-off 
no-man's- land were more of the 
fellows in suits. They were every- 
where: crouching in the aisles 
to mop up anyone foolish 
enough to move out of their 
^■ais, inspecting the tickets of 
anything that moved. 


The band bounced on and 
the entertainment began. My 
mate and I quickly abandoned 
our perch at the back, but no 
sooner had we found a vacant 
space lower down than the storm 
troopers were onto us, escorting 
us bade up again. 

For the rest of the evening we 
played cat and mouse in a sim- 
ple effort to see the band. Dur- 
ing one evasive action, we saw 
one of the suited Gestapo catch 
a transgressor. She was a school- 
girl, and she bad been caught in 
possession of one of the unau- 
thorised objects we had been 
warned about. The tone of the 
man who was barking at her sug- 
gested that this must be some- 
thing serious: a knife perhaps, 
drugs? No. The object was a 
small disposable camera. “It’s 
the first tune, so we'll let you 
off," the guard told her. “I lave 
committed a rudeness, I have 
committed a rudeness," said 
the girl, bowing repeatedly. She 
re-entered the auditorium, tears 
roiling down her cheeks. 

On stage the sprightly Day 
Mon was also about to make a 
big mistake. “Ye-e-e-es, They’re 
stereotypes/There must be 
more to life," he sang, clam- 
bering off the stage and towards 
the crowd. “All your life you're 
dreaming/Hien you stop dream- 
ing” he went on, offering foe mi- 
crophone to the front row. In an 
instant, eight security guards 
were on top of him, bundling 
him back on to foe stage. Lat- 
er he threw his hat into foe au- 
dience. A hand shot up and 
caught it. The hand belonged to 
another steward. 

After foe show I went back- 
stage and found a frowning 
Damon who revealed that the 
band would be fined for this be- 
haviour. Penalties were also 
imposed for running over time 
- they gave too many encores. 

Bra wanted to have a good 
time. The girl with the camera 
wanted to have a good time. I 
certainly wanted to have a good 
time. What was stopping us? 
Japan, more than any other 
country, attracts conspiracy the- 
ories. Hie conformity and ho- 
mogeneity. the rules and 
bureaucracy, you will hear, are 
all part of a plot orchestrated by 
the Liberal Democratic Party- 
/Ministry of Finance/Bank of 
Japan to keep the populace un- 
der its thumb. A book pub- 
lished earlier this year seriously 
claimed that the reason cash-dis- 
pensing machines close so early 
in Japan (mid-afternoon at 
weekends) is to discourage peo- 
ple from spending, thus pro- 
moting savings and fuelling 
economic expansion with a 
ready supply of cheap money. 
Such academic paranoia is easy 
to pooh-pooh. But in the Bu- 
dokan I felt for the first time the 
presence of some great imper- 
sonal killjoy force, singularly 

devoted to snuffing out fun. 

Richard Uoyd Parry 
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Mobile Phone 
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■ 15 number memory. 
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National shutdown: Unions challenge social security reforms 

Public sector strike 
tests Chirac’s resolve 


Searching for dues: A bomb disposal officer sifts for traces of the explosive device that killed one man and 
wounded three others yesterday in Karachi, Pakistan. Police said the bomb was planted in a motorcycle parked 
in the congested central financial district. No one has claimed responsibility for the attack Photograph: Reuter 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

France today faces a nationwide 
shut-down of public services 
and transport as six of the coun- 
try’s seven major trade unions 
stage a 24-hour strike against 
government plans to reform the 
health and soda! security system. 
The strike comes three days af- 
ter a national studenL protest 
brought more than 100,000 on 
to the streets and conjures up vi- 
sions of a winter of discontent 
that could sorely test the resolve 
of President Jacques Chirac. 

Early yesterday evening, air, 
sea and rail transport was already 
winding down across France. To- 
day, no more than 20 per cent 
of services are guaranteed. 
Schools, hospitals, benefit offices, 
town balls, gas and electricity 
boards will all be affected, if not 
shut down altogether. There 
will be no national newspapers. 

The strike was called last 
week after the Prime Minister. 
Alain Juppe, set out sweeping 
measures to overhaul the soda! 
security system, including a 
new tax designed to pay off the 
system's accumulated debt and 
an end to some of the fiscal ad- 
vantages enjoyed by public sec- 
tor employees. 


Although crude union mem- 
bership in France is low by Eu- 
ropean standards, it is high in 
the public sector, and most 
forecasts suggested that today's 
strike wouldbe well supported. 

Workers, whether unionised 
or not, see their right to a full 
pension after 37.5 years (com- 
pared with 40 years in the pri- 
vate sector) and certain tax 


cutting plan expected to reduce 
branch lines, and staff Hospitals 
face spending limits; the airlines 

want pnxiuclivity improwanenlSi 
AD fece a pay freeze in 1996. The 
social security reforms are the fi- 
nal straw. 

Union leaders have their own 
reason to fear the reforms. They 
currently sit on the joint coun- 
cil - with employers' and 
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advantages threatened. Because 
average pay in the public sec- 
tor is low, they fear that their 
living standards will he dispro- 
portionately affected by a new 
tax designed to pay off the so- 
cial security system's debt as well 
as by the taxation of benefits. 

Almost every branch of the 
public sector also has its own 
grievance. Railway workers are 
awaiting details of a defirit- 


doctois’ representatives - which 
manages the social security sys- 
tem. Mr Juppe’s proposals 
would deprive Lbem of much of 
this power, transferring to par- 
liament the right to set the bud- 
get and oversee its spending. 

Opposition to increased tax- 
ation and fear of any change, es- 
pecially in something as 
cherished in France as the 
health and social security 


system, extends well beyond 
the public sector. An opmion 
poD published yesterday found 
that 54 per cent of those asked 
supported the strike, and 64 per 
cent would support a general 
strike. 

All these considerations ar- 
gue for a strong turn-out today, 
but it may not be sustainable. 
Private sector employees and 
small business resent what 
many see as feather-bedding in 
the public sector. 

Moreover, the unions them- 
selves are divided. The second 
largest union, the FO (Force 
Ouvrifere), which supported the 
public sector strike on 10 Oc- 
tober, is not taking part in to- 
day's action, having called its 
own strike for next Tuesday. 
And Nicole Notat, the fieiy 
leader of the largest union, the 
CFDT is facing a revolt from 
her executive over her apparent 
acceptance - initially - of some 
of Mr Juppe's proposals. 

The difficulty for President 
Chirac is to judge how far today's 
strike is a one-off expression of 
anger orchestrated by unions 
worried about their power and 
supported by a privileged section 
of workers, and how far it reflects 
a deeper - and more dangerous 
- public discontent. 
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MERCURY 

one2one M301 Mobile Phone 

■ Easy-to-read display screen with 
helpful 'prompts'. 

■ Stores up to 99 numbers. 

■ VoiceMail facility - records messages 
when you can't answer calls. 

Model M301. 

Price excluding Chequeback £99.99. 
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ERICSSON 

Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 2 hours talk time/ 
17 hours standby time. 

■ 32 digit backlit display. 

■ 99 number memory. 

■ Lightweight battery 
supplied. 

Model 337. 
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Motorola MR1 Mobile Phone 
Superb phone with many 
top features. 

■ 180 name/number memory. 

■ Gear LCD display of number dialled. 

■ Up to 60 minutes talk time/10 hours 
standby. 

■ Call divert, call barring, call waiting 
and call hold. 

Price excluding Chequeback £99.99. 
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MERCURY 

MOTOROLA 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 60 minutes talk time. 

■ Up to 12 hours 
standby dme. 

■ 99 alphanumeric 
memories. 

■ Call timer facility. 

Model FLARE. 

Price excluding 
Chequeback £129.99. 
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Choose the' tariff that meets your needs. GokJ Senna 
offers low cost peak calls. Silver offers a low monthly 
charge and Bronxe is ideal for off-peak users. 


You only pay for what you use. 



A state-of-the-art integral answering service which 
records messages when you cant answer calls. 
•On Silver and Gold Services. 
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ORANGE 

Nokia Mobile Phone 

■ 179 name/humber/memory. 

■ 4 line LCD display with menu 
driven screen prompts. 

■ Up to 80 minutes talk time/ 
18 hours standby. 

■ Complete with rapid travel 
charger. 

Was £199.99. 
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Motorola MR20 
Mobile Phone 

■ See who's calling before you 
pidc up with caller display. 

■ 189 name/number memory. 

■ Up to 60 minutes talk time. 

■ Up to 12 hours standby. 


f99.99 
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PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

In sharp contrast to the baver- 
ings of General Colin Powell, 
there is seldom any doubt about 
the political ambitions of former 
military leaders in Israel. Bui 
even Ehud Barak, when he 
stepped down as chief of staff 
in 1994, can hardly have ex- 
pected that in less than a year 
he would be foreign minister 
and the man best placed to suc- 
ceed Shimon Peres as prime 
minister. 

The speed of his rise has been 
accelerated by the assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin, another for- 
mer chief of staff, on 4 No- 
vember. Mr Barak was already 
interior minister and a rising star 
in the Labour Party, whose 
leadership has been held alter- 
nately by Mr Rabin and Mr 
Peres since 1974. After the 
murder, Mr Peres, 72, decided 
to strengthen his government 
by appointing the general, aged 
53, to a top post. The defence 
ministry was ruled out, proba- 
bly because it would have giv- 
en him too much power. 

In three years as Israel’s top 
general Mr Barak enjoyed au- 
tomatic respect from the media, 
but this popularity may not 
last. Raised on a kibbutz and 
with a degree in systems analy- 
sis from Stanford, California, he 
has the jaunty self-confidence 
born of a successful 35-year mfl- 
itaxy career. His political abili- 
ties remain largely unknown 
although observers have long 
noted his determination to be 
prime minister. 

Peace talks with the Pales- 
tinians will remain in the hands 
of Mr Peres and Yossi Beilin, 47, 
the cabinet’s leading dove and 
architect of (he Oslo agreement, 
who joins (he prime minister’s 
office. The insignificance of his 
last job as minister of econom- 
ic planning was underlined by 
the fact that the ministry was 
abolished on his departure. 

Into Mr Barak’s old job at the 
interior ministry, which he held 
only for a few months, goes 
Hama Ramon, 44, the other con- 
tender for the Labour succes- 
sion. His career has been badly 
damaged by Rabin’s death. Jusi 
as Mr Barak will be the candi- 
date of the right of the party, 
Mr Ramon will seek support 
from the centre and left He has, 
indeed, only just returned to the 
party after being expelled when 
he ran successfully against the 
official candidate to take over 
the Histadrut trade union 
federation. 

Mr Ramon, who comes from 
a poor background in Jaffa, was 
a successful lawyer before he be- 
came a politician as a proteg£ 
of Mr Feres. He switched to Ra- 
bin in the leadership battle on 
tiie grounds that only he could 
win power from Likud in 1992. 
It is not something Mr Peres is 
likely to forget. On lUesday, 
when Mr Peres read out his new 
cabinet list, be inadvertently 
omitted Mr Ramon’s name. 
When this was pointed out, he 
dapped his hand to his head in 
surprise and said; “Oh. Haim 
Ramon, of course." Mr Ramon 




Rising star: Former chief 
of staff Ehud Barak (top) 
is tipped to succeed 
Shimon Peres (below) 

laughed but may be worried that 
the Freudian slip suggests hos- 
tility on Lhe part of Mr Peres. 

Tbe message coining oul of 
the formation of the new cabi- 
net is that Israeli politics is back 
to normal after the shock of the 
assassination. The Labour Par- 
ty may regret Mr Peres did not 
take the opportunity to hold an 
election, which would have 
turned on accusations of right- 
wing responsibility for the ver- 
bal violence that preceded 
Rabin’s murder. Already the 
right-wing Likud under 
Binyamin Netanyahu has re- 
gained self-confidence. 

Mr Peres has also spent time 
cultivating the religious parties. 
Meretz, Labour's left-wing part- 
ner in the coalition, said it was 
being given a veto power over 
further army redeployment on 
the West Bank. Mr Beilin de- 
nied this, saying: "We will not 
give anyone veto over the per- 
manent agreement - over an 
agreement with Syria or the 
Palestinians." 

Mr Peres appears to hanker 
after Labour’s old alliance with 
the religious parties, which kept 
it in power until 1977. But it is 
unlikely lo be revived. Mr Peres 
did appoint one rabbi, Yehuda 
Amital, as minister without 
portfolio, but his failure to win 
election lo the Knesset shows 
that almost all religious Israelis 
are now on the right. 
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‘If it’s quiet here, it’s the silence of the grave’ 


Tyranny in Nigeria: Promises of democracy still ring 
hollow and Ken Saro-Wiwa will not be the last victim 


DAVID ORR 

Lagos 

A pfle of freshly ponied posters 
lies in the hail of the Civil Lib- 
erties Organisation in Lagos. 
Under the heading “Why are 
these people being detained? 1 ’ 
are pictures of six prominent civ- 
il rights activists: Abdul Oroh, 
the organisation’s director. Dr 
Bcko Ransorae-Kuti, Shehu 
Sani and Sylvester Odion- 
Akhaine of the Campaign for 
Democracy; C hima Ubani of 
Democratic Alternative; and 
DrTunji Abayomi, chairman of 
Human Rights Africa. 

All six men were detained this 
year under a decree of the mil- 
itary regime and have not been 
seen since. Dr Ransome-Kuti is 
the only one to have been 
charged. He has been sen- 
tenced by a military tribunal to 
15 years for possession of in- 
formation about an alleged 
coup plot earlier this year which 
few Nigerians believe existed. 
The other men are held 


vVUx^tAPJ^&nOTl 

Aba^^ressed * 

. Oujr^^;^itwis>vear‘ . 

: Commonwealth. deadline 
, ^a,retuiri to civritari 
imfei Nigeria shooktriot 
- "hflow ourselves to. be • 
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.. by prominent • *- 
traditional cttefe. 

without charge, no one knows 
where, and have been allowed 
no access to lawyers. Beneath 
the six pictures is an ominous 
black square with the caption, 
“Several others". 

The sham trial and recent ex- 
ecution of the writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight other minority 
rights campaigners is the most 
flagrant and visible abuse of hu- 
man rights in Nigeria. Their fate 
demonstrated the contempt 
with which the military gov- 
ernment regards civil rights in 
a country that was until not so 
long ago considered one of the 
most advanced in Africa. Civil 
rights activists hope the death 
of Saro-Wiwa will at least focus 
world attention on the crisis 
gripping Nigeria. 

Rights have been steadily 
eroded during the last dozen 
years of military rule. Under a 
decree of 1984, people may be 
held without charge for re- 
peated six-month periods, in ef- 
fect indefinitely. 1 o this power, 
known as Decree Tsvo, the 
regime has resorted more and 
more. 

It has got worse since Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha look power 


two years ago, says Tunde Ohig- 
boji of the Lagos-based Con- 
stitutional Rights Project 
(CRP). “There are now hun- 
dreds of people being held in 
detention without charge. 
There is no category of Niger- 
ian exempt from the decree." 

Those held include rights 
campaigners, students, union 
leaders and democracy activists. 
The numbers can suddenly rise, 
as they did Iasi year when an oil 
strike was brutally crushed and 
its organisers arrested. 

Mr Olugjboji fears he could 
be taken in at any time. He car- 
ries a minimum of campaign 
documents. Meetings are held 
at secret locations. Since the ex- 
ecution of Saro-Wiwa, the CRP 
has received more i ntimidatin g 
telephone calls than usual It has 
been judged prudent to move 
the more sensitive files out of 
the office. 

“The Abacha regime is an ex- 
tremely repressive one and be- 
coming more so all the time," 
says Ayo Obe, a lawyer with the 
Civil Liberties Organisation. 
“You can’t tell where or when 
the hammer is next going to falL 
In that sense the criteria under 
which people are arrested, de- 
tained or prevented from trav- 
elling abroad are arbitrary. 
Having a high profile, as was j 
seen with the case of Ken Saro- , 
Wrwa, is no guarantee of 
security," Mrs Obe says. 

In this regard, the mili tary 
government has been remark- 
ably successful: most political 
opposition has been suppressed , 
or bought out. Chief Moshood 
Abiola, the man widely be- 
lieved to have won the an- 
nulled 1993 election, is still in 
jail facing a charge of treason. , 

Only a few voices dare speak 
out One is Gani Fawehinmi, a ! 
lawyer and founder of the Na- 
tional Conscience Parly. His of- 
fices were attacked last year and 
he has been detained so many 
times that he always keeps a 
packed bag at his side. In h are 
a change of clothes, toothbrush 
and soap. But no shoes or 
book, though he likes to read: 
they are not allowed in prison. 

“I'm not optimistic about 
the future." he says. “Abacha’s 
programme for transition to civ- 
il rule in three years is. a ruse. 
He has no intention of handing 
overpower." . 

r Gmy two demonstration? 
have been mounted m Lagos 
following the Saro-Wiwa exe- 
cution. Most people are too 
frightened. The memory of July 
1993 is still fresh: 150 protest- 
ers were shot during a peaceful 
demonstration against the 
regime of General Abacha’s 
predecessor. General Ibrahim 
Babangida, who annulled the 
June 1993 election. It was Gen 
Abacha, as Minister of 


IX BRIEF 


Spanish MPs deny ex-minister immunity 

Madrid - Spanish MPs voted overwhelmingly yesterday to lift the 
parliamentary immuni ty of Jose Bamonuevo, a former interior 
minister implicated in covert anti-terrorist operations, clearmg 
the way for him to be interrogated as a suspect by the Supreme 
Court, writes Elizabeth Nash. It removes the last plank from a 
barricade of political obstacles that the Socialist government had 
piled up to protect Mr Bamonuevo, who stepped down as min- 
ister in 1988 but remains an MP, from prosecution. 

Egyptian fundamentalists jailed 

Haekstep - An Egyptian military court sentenced 54 membera 
of the influential Muslim Brotherhood to at least three years in 
jaiL The court also ordered the brotherhood’s headquarters m 
central Cairo closed. ^ 

The Pope condemns Mafia violence 

Palermo - The Pope launched a broadside against the Mafia, us- 
ing a visit to their stronghold of Sidly to demand an end to killing 
But even as he spoke, the son-in-law of a local Mafia boss was 
shot dead in a fish market in the eastern city of 
Catania. neuter 

Burma rebel leader calls it a day 

Homong - After a year of unprecedented P^»sure.®£^S«*: 

tacks by units of the Burmese army, fighting 

and the United States-engineered arrests m Tbailandof some 

of his top lieutenants, Khun Sa, one of thej wori ^ s 

ous drug lords, says he is stepping down as head tithe > Shar . 

nic rebel group in Burma to raise chickens and grow vegetables 

in retirement _ 

Canada declares war on the gun 

Ibronto - Parliament in Ottawa passed a 

law requiring registration of all 7 million firearms m C^nadsuThe 
PrimeEScr, Jean Chretien, said hewas proud that the move 
had“ given lisa personality different from the people to the south 

of us". . , 

Trial of Berlin hardliners gets go-ahead 


Defence, who gave the order to 
shoot. 


“If it's quiet here, it's the si- 
lence of the grave.” says the 
Campaign for Democracy's 
Frederick Fasheun, sitting in the 
House of his colleague. Dr Ran- 
some-Kuti, of whom he has 
not had word since he was sen- 
tenced to 15 years in jail. “This 
is not a country under the rule 
of law, it is a police state." 

Nigeria retains a vibrant 
press, but journalists live in the 
knowledge that they too can be 
arrested at any time. Four re- 
porters are serving 15-year jail 
terms for sedition. 

Nigeria has been under mil- 
itary rule for more than 25 of 
the past 35 years. A succession 
of soldiers have dishonoured 
their promises to hand over to 
civil rule. The only one who 
stood down voluntarily. General 
Ohisegun Obasanjo, is one of 40 
alleged coup plotters facing 
long prison sentences. That 15 
of them were spared execution 
by General Abacha on 1 Octo- 
ber was seen as a reason . for 
hope. But expressions of hope 
are no longer widely voiced 
today. 



The word from above: Nigerians listening to a broadcast by General Abacha on a street comer in Lagos 



YOU CANT 
BUY BETTER 


C.;-'-'.. L.. ■ 




BLACK & 
DECKER KD154K 
CORDED DRILL 
WITH KITBOX 

Hammer action, 

570 watt with 13mm 
chuck, variable speed. 



BOSCH 
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HAMI 
DRILL 

9.6 volt, variable 
speed, 10mm 
keyless chuck. 
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BOSCH PDA 120E DELTA 
SANDER KIT 
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sanding discs and £ CO.- 
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L** MULTI SANDER 

400 watts, 125mm 
sanding plate with 
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keyless chuck and £ 4Ld.99 

reversing action w I 


£61 


OTHER POWER TOOLS 
& ACCESSORIES 


BOSCH PDA 100 

DELTA SANDER 

100 watts, 
single speed, 
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ti BELT SANDER 

550 watt motor. 60mm 

belt width and / 00.50 

dust extraction fcW Ms 
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Q? BOSCH CSB550RE 
HAMMER DRILL 

550 watt, 13mm chuck, 
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and reversing £ ML E .95 
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and variable £43^“ 

BOSCH PWS 550 MINI GRINDER 
& METAL CASE 
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Angry Sihanouk heads for China 

0 . h tcinc Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodm, oufca^d 

Phnom Penn * 7 ?? u- > rf_Hmthe r Prince Norodom Sirivudh, for 
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Peter Grant 


Peter Grant, the manager of 
Led Zeppelin, perhaps the most 
successful rock band of all time, 
was a towering personality 
whose dedication to Zeppelin 
helped make them Seventies su- 
perstars. Jimmy Page and 
Robert Plant were Zeppelin's 
front men: behind the scenes 
Peter Grant was their fearless 
protector. It was Grant who 
arranged their deal with Atlantic 
Records in 196$, then hailed as 
one of the biggest in industry 
history. He never interfered 
with their music, but was a 
-hands-on" manager who trav- 
elled the world with his charges 
to ensure their financial and 
physical well-being. 

Grant was essentially the 
fifth member of Led Zeppelin. 
While stories of his exploits have 
become legendary, and he was 
as much feared as admired. 
Grant was a warm and good- 
humoured man who know well 
the impression he could make 
on the nervous and unwary. 

More significantly, he was re- 
garded as the most important 
and influential rock group man- 
ager since Brian Epstein. Grant 
changed attitudes within the 
music industry, so that attention 
was focused on the needs of the 
artists, often at the expense of 
the record companies, tour pro- 
moiers and agents - who didn't 
always appreciate his methods. 
Gram had seen how early rock 
pioneers like Gene Vincent 
and Chuck Beny had been 
treated and was determined 
that Led Zeppelin would get 
their fair share of the profits. As 
a result. Led Zeppelin became 
extremely wealthy from the 
sales of millions of albums and 
concert tickets during their 12- 
year reign from 196S to 1980. 

Grant often literally went 
into battle for them, whenever 
they thought they were being 
ripped offT He had a particular 
aversion to album bootleggers, 
and was once seen out in the au- 
dience at a German Zeppelin 
concert, snatching the tapes 
from a bootlegger's machine 
and tearing them up. A police- 
man called to the scene, armed 
with a gun and an Alsatian dog, 
took one look at Grant’s enor- 
mous bulk and threatening ex- 
pression and walked away. 

He could be called upon to 
break up squabbles between the 
band too, separating the warring 
factions of Robert Plant and the 
drummer John Bonham, or 
keeping the peace with a bel- 


lowed cry of “Shut up and go to 
sleep!" He was like a father- 
figure to the exuberant youths 
as they rampaged first class 
around the world. 

On one famous occasion at 
New Orleans airport a bunch of 
American sailors were seen 
giving Page and Plant a hard 
time, as they jeered at their 
hippie clothes and long hair. 
Grant picked up one of the 
sailors and demanded: “What’s 
your problem. Popeye?” 

To Grant, the band were al- 
ways “the boys"; despite his 
gruff demeanour be regarded 
them very much as family. Sup- 
porters of the band were given 
warm and friendly treatment 
Critics were regarded as ene- 
mies, to be thrown in the 
nearest swimming pool. 

Most other artists regarded 
Grant as the manager they’d 
most like to have themselves, 
but, while he did handle a few 
acts associated with Zeppelin’s 
Swansong label. Zeppelin were 
always his priority. 

The rock journalist Chris 
Charlesworth, who travelled 
with Zeppelin on tour, recalls: 
“People were terrified of him. 
He rode roughshod over anyone 
who tried to get in his way and 
be wasn't scared of anyone, po- 
lice, promoters or officials, fa 
America he insisted on putting 
on his own shows, with the lo- 
cal promoter acting simply as an 
organiser, so the band got 90 per 
cent of receipts instead of 60 per 
cent. Naturally he made a lot of 
enemies because he was taking 
power away from the promot- 
ers, but he was always scrupu- 
lously honest with his clients and 
he did battle on their behalf. 
Grant himself became very 
wealthy, but he was always 
scruffily dressed with patched 
elbows on old jackets." 

Grant rarely wore a suit and 
often turned up in a first class 
lounge wearing an old T-shirt 
and a coonskm haL His gloomy 
offices in King's Road in Lon- 
don were stocked with second- 
hand furniture. He said, “I 
don't need to put on a show. It's 
all buIlshiL The only thing that 
impresses people is Led Zep- 
pelin's music. I don’t need a 
fancy office." 

Despite his gigantic pres- 
ence (he was overweight for 
many years), his voice could be 
quite softly spoken, with a 
Hitchcockian hint of Cockney. 
Somehow the soothing polite- 
ness of a phone call from “G”, 


as he was known, only added to 
the menace. What he most un- 
jpyed was “winding people up”. 
When a nervous advertis ing 
man from Melody Maker called 
to proffer Grant a £500 colour 
transparency of Zeppelin for 
use in an “advertorial" Grant 
seized the picture and set it on 
fire with a cigarette lighter. 

When Zeppelin trashed a 
Seattle hotel room, Grant had 
to pay the manager for damages 
in cash. The manager s«id : “I'd 
love to be able to do that - just 
wreck a hotel room and get 
away with it." Grant took out 
55,000 in dollar bills and said: 
“Here, have one on me." The 
manager smashed up the room 
of his choice. 

Bom in London in 1935, Pe- 
ter Grant was . raised by his 
mother in the East End and en- 
dured considerable poverty. He 
was evacuated during the Sec- 
ond World War, and left school 
at 13 for a job as a sheet metal 
worker. He worked as a Fleet 
Street messenger before being 
called up for National Service. 
He reached the rank of Cor- 
poral in the Army, then re- 
turned to Gwy Street, where be 
was employed as a bouncer at 
the 21s Coffee Bar. Here he met 
many rising young rock ’n' roll 
stars, including Midde Most, 
who later joined forces with him 
in business. Grant also fought 
several bouts as an all-in 
wrestler and had many acting 
roles in television plays and 
movies, usually playing a tough 

guy. 

He was lured back to the mu- 
sic business and his physical 
strength and tough upbringing 
made him an ideal tour man- 
ager when he worked for pro- 
moter Don Arden in the early 
Sixties. He went on the road 
with Gene Vincent, Little 
Richard, and Jerry Lee Lewis. 
He also worked with the Ani- 
mals and the Yardbirds and was 
dedicated in his efforts to get the 
bands paid by promoters, 
without delay. 

When the Yardbirds quit, 
their guitarist Jimmy Page im- 
mediately asked Giant to be his 
manager for a new venture 
which became Led Zeppelin. 
Grant was fully experienced 
on the American touring scene, 
unlike most British managers of 
the time who rarely ventured 
out of their offices even to 
visit their artists. 

Grant insisted on a strict 
policy of no television appear- 



Granfc ‘What’s your problem, Popeye? 1 


ances or single releases. He de- 
veloped a mysterious, under- 
ground aura about the band, 
even though they were selling 
out huge concerts and albums 
tike Led Zeppelin a nd Led Zep- 
pelin II by the truckload. His 
policy, often infuriating to 
record companies who wanted 
to exploit obvious hits like 
“Whole Lotta Love", ensured 
that the band were not over- 
exposed, and they remained at 
the top for a decade. It was 
Grant who was at their side 
when they topped the bill at the 
great festivals, climaxing with 
their Earl's Court shows in 
1971, and ending with the 1979 
Knebworth concerts. 

Zeppelin broke up in the af- 
termath of John Bonham's 
death in 1980. In the years fol- 
lowing, Grant kept a low pro- -, 
file, often suffering, from 
ill-health and losing much of the 
weight that had made him such 
a formidable figure. After ne- 


gotiating a solo deal for Robert 
Plant he gave up management 
and went into retirement, living 
on the south coast, occasional- 
ly receiving rock journalists to 
regale .them with stories of 
Zeppelin's golden days (and 
then telling them they couldn't 
print a word of it). There were 
plans afoot by his fellow entre- 
preneur Malcolm McLaren to 
make a film of his life-story, with 
a script by Bany O'Keefe who 
wrote The Long Good Friday, 
but this had apparently lapsed 
into abeyance. 

Peter Grant most appreciat- 
ed the qualities of honesty and 
loyalty. He was mud) loved 
and admired by all who knew 
the man behind the image. 
Elvis Presley once berated his 
band for not playing well 
enough in front of “Mr Grant", 
out in the audience. After a re- 
cent: concert by the Everly 
Brothers at the Royal Albert 
Hall, Phil Everly presented 
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Grant with a silver cane, and 
told party guests: “This man 
made it all possible. Without his 
efforts musicians had no ca- 
reers. He was the first to make 
sure the artist came first and 
that we got paid propedy." 

For services to music Grant 
was inducted into the Roll of 
Honour at the annual dinner of 
the International Managers' 
Forum held at the London 
Hilton two months ago. 

In the summer Grant went to 
see his old friends Robert Plant 
and Jimmy Page play a reunion 
concert at Wembley. Plant paid 
tribute from the stage to the 
man who had been their men- 
tor. WiLhout him, there would 
have been no Led Zeppelin. 

Chris Welch 


Peter Grant, rock group manag- 
er bom London 5 April 1935; 
married (one son. one daughter; 
marriage dissolved); died 21 
November 1995. 


Joan Francis 


During its first decade on 
British television. Coronation 
Street created a host of leg- 
endary characters remembered 
affectionately to this day. 
Alongside them were others 
who formed the backbone of a 
serial that revolutionised the 
small screen and brought into 
living rooms for the first time 
the everyday lives of ordinary 
folk in a Northern back streeL 

One such actress was Joan 
Francis, who played Elsie Tan- 
ner’s best friend Dot Green- 
haigh on and off for nine years, 
providing the Street’s sex siren 
with a shoulder to cry on - and 
a partner in crime when iL came 
to entertaining visiting GIs. 

The story goes that during the 

Second World War Dot Todd 
and the married Elsie Tanner 
welcomed the servicemen aL 
nearby Burtonwood with open 
arms. When the GIs returned 
in 1967, Dot - by then married 


to Walter Greenhalgh - was 
quick to tell Elsie the good news 
and the pair resumed their 
wartime liaisons with the Cana- 
dian Gregg Flint and the Amer- 
ican Steve Tanner respectively. 

Elsie ended up marrying 
Steve, but Dot’s husband threw 
his wife out on discovering the 
affair and Elsie took her in. 
Elsie also found the stylish Dot 
a job at Miami Modes, the 
fashion boutique where she 
worked, until their friendship 
soured when Dot let Elsie take 
the blame for her own theft of 
dresses. Francis's last scenes in 
the programme were at the 
end of a dramatic court case, 
with Elsie being found not 
guilty through lack of evidence 
and Dot leaving the Street for 
good. 

Joan Francis had spent much 
of her previous 40 years in the 
business before joining the se- 
rial. performing in repertoiy 



Rnancis; life on the Street 

theatre, revue, musical comedy 
and pantomime. Brought up by 
theatrical parents, X Mosioil 
Willi and Olive (stage name 
WflUams), Francis often took ju- 
venile parts in their productions. 
When she was 11, her mother 
retired from the stage and fa- 
ther became a director of Frank 


Fortescue’s Northern reperto- 
iy company. Francis herself 
joined that company and an- 
other run by Harry Hanson, and 
acted alongside Pat Phoenix, 
Doris Speed and Peter Adam- 
son, who went on to play Elsie 
Tanner, Annie Walker and Len 
Fairclough in Coronation Street. 
She was directed on stage by 
Arthur Leslie and Bernard 
Youens, later to play Jack 
Walker and Stan Ogden. 

1 1 was while in rep at the 
Theatre RoyaL Oldham, during 
the Fifties that she met her first 
husband, the actor Jack Isber- 
wood. Their wedding brought 
the streets of Oldham to a halt 
Another fellow actor from rep 
days, Gordon Pleasant, recalls: 
“Wherever she was, she be- 
longed. When we were acting in 
Blyth, Northumberland, she in- 
sisted she was a Geordie, but no 
one really knew where she was 
from." For years, she played 


Cinderella in pantomime for 
Jack Giilam's company. 

After appearing on television 
in the Granada crime series 
Shadow Squad, Francis audi- 
tioned for the role of Elsie 
Tanner when Coronation Street 
was launched in December 
1960 but lost out to Pat Phoenix. 
Like Peter Adamson and oth- 
ers who failed at their first at- 
tempt. Francis took another 
role the following year as the 
programme established itself. 

She acted on and off for 83 
episodes until 1969 and was 
good friends with Phoenix and 
Adamson - the best man at her 
second wedding, to the actor 
Geoffrey Reed, who appeared 
in Granada's series The Villains. 

After the Street, Francis and 
Reed formed a repertoiy com- 
pany on the Isle of Wight and 
ran pubs together. Her other 
television appearances includ- 
ed Z-Cars and Softtv Softly, and 


she was in the film Fahrenheit 
451 (1966) alongside Julie 
Christie. In 1968 she appeared 
on stage in The Widowing of Airs 
Holroyd, at the Royal Court. 
London. 

When her second marriage 
broke up, Francis returned to 
the North and landed the role 
of Madame Pratt, an eccentric 
medium, in an episode of The 
Brothers McGregor. Just as it 
seemed the door was opening 
on a revived television career, 
she was forced to retire through 
Ql-health in 1988. Her sister, the 
variety actress Iris Sadler, ap- 
peared in the Granada Televi- 
sion sitcom Nearest and Dearest. 

Anthony Hayward 

Joan Frances Willi ( Joan Fran- 
cis), actress: bom 1 April 1920 : 
married Jack Isherwood (one son ; 
marriage dissolved), Geoffrey 
Reed (marriage dissolved); dial 
Manchester 22 November 1995. 


Robin Gandy 


Robin Gandy was one of the 
grand old men in the interna- 
tional community of math- 
ematical logicians. “Old man 
is not an expression, however, 
that sits happily with Gandy, 
who until his last few months 
seemed forever youthful, a 
friend as well as mentor to his 
endless stream of PhD stu- 
dents. A colourful and complex 
character who, when I first met 
him , would arrive at Manches- 
ter University in motor-cycle 
leathers, and later dominate a 
crowd in the nearest pub with 
his foghorn voice, plumes of 
smoke and witty anecdotes, 
Robin Gandy had immense in- 
tellectual and persona! qualities 
and utter dedication to his 
subject. 

He was born in Peppard, 
Oxfordshire, where his father, 
Thomas Gandy, was in gener- 
al practice. His mother, Ida 
Gandy, earned a reputation 
for a sequence of books based 
on her early fife in Wiltshire. Ed- 
ucated at Abbotsholme, a pro- 
gressive public school, he went 
on to join that special elite at 
King’s College, Cambridge. In 
1940, his graduation year, he 
met Alan TUring, famed nowfor 
breaking the German Enigma 
code, and in 1944 they started 
working together at Hanslope 
Park, in Bnckmghamshire, by 
which time Gandy had become 
an expert on mili tary radio and 
radar. 

His friendship with Turing 
continued. In 1946 he returned 
to King’s to take Part HI of the 
Mathematical Tripos with dis- 
tinction, then began studying 
for a PhD under Hiring's su- 
pervision; his successful thesis 
on the logical foundation of 
physics, entitled “On Axiomat- 
ic Systems in Mathematics and 
Theories in Physics” and pre- 
sented in 1953, can now be seen 
as a bridge between his early ex- 
pertise and later career. When 
Turin g died in 1954 he left his 
mathematical books and papers 
to Gandy, who between 1950 
and 1961 held lectureships in 
Applied Mathematics at first 
Leicester, then Leeds. During 
this period his commitment to 
logic evolved and he devel- 
oped a Mathematics-Philosophy 
course at Leeds, with Martin 
Lob. 

In 1961, Gandy moved to 
Manchester, where the seem- 
ingly retiring but extremely as- 
tute Max Newman had with 
(now Sir) James I .i ghthfll built 
up what was then the best 
mathematics department in the 
country. Newman had brought 
Turing to Manchester, and he 
selected Gandy to develop log- 
ic and start up a Mathematics- 
Philosophy coarse. 

Now officially a logician, 
Gandy appointed new staff and 
invited many visitors from 
abroad. He was promoted to a 
chair in 1967, and organised the 
European summer meeting of 
the Association for Symbolic 
Logic in Manchester m 1969, 
supported as was usual then by 
Nato funds. Turing had gently 
chided Gandy in 1940 for his 
left-wing beliefs: now, ironi- 
cally, be came to be attacked as 
right-wing for his support of 
Nato funding. These were hal- 
cyon days for mathematical 
logic, with unexpected connec- 
tions being made between the 
principal areas of research. 
Gandy's own research into ftrac- 
tioaals of higher types had 
made him prominent, quite 
aside from his high motivating 
qualities. 

In 1969 he gave up his chair 
in Manchester for a readership 
in Mathematical Logic at Ox- 


for the rest of his life. He was 
adopted by the young Wolfcon 
College arid soon had rooms m 
the college’s fine new buSdiog 
in north Oxford. He occasion- 
ally complained about the te- 
dious beat of heavy metal" 
from some other room but gen- 
erally found college life yeiy 
congenial. 

He was responsible for the 
Mathematics - Philosophy 
course, and with John Shcp- 
erdson from Bristol brought the 
British Logic Colloquium into 
being- Dana Scott was ap- 
pointed to a new chair of Math- 
ematical Logic in 1972, Michael 
Dummett succeeded Sir Al- 
fred Ayer to the Wykeham 
chair of logic in 1979 and 
Ronald Jensen came to All. 
Souls in 1981. Mathematical 
logic came into its own in Ox- 
ford and Gandy’s list of PhD 
students grew from three to 
around 30. 

He retired in 19S6 amongst 
fireworks and full moon at the 
University of Wales’s retreat at 
Gregynog in Powys, feted at a 
conference in his honour by an 
international gathering and 
most of his PhD students. He 
continued to publish wi th great 
vigour, and was a familiar fig- 
ure at international confer- 
ences until shortly before his 
death. - 

He had seemed more fragile 
recently, but in earlier years he 
loved walking the Snowdonian 
hills , especially his beloved . 



Gandy: work with Turing 

Cnicht, or, based at his cottage 
on the Portmeirion estate, 
combing the forests for fungi: 
one favourite memory is of 
him perched on top of a wall in 
his jodhpurs, pipe in hand and 
turning his craggy face to a red- 
faced fanner to say. “There is 
nothing to worry about Fm 
used to climbing your walls." 

He made a number of ap- 
pearances on radio and televi- 
sion, especially to reminisce 
about Alan Turing. When asked 
about Turing’s motives if he re- 
ally did commit suicide, Gandy 
would become quite heated: 
“Some things are too deep and 
private and should not be pried 
into." Himself, he was much 
loved and his generosity, toler- 
ance, hospitality, kindliness, 
good-humour, irreverence, eru- 
dition and mouth-watering 
home-made ice-cream will be 
sorely missed. He would often 
chide himself as a “silly old owl", 
but then the owl is by repute the 
wisest of birds. 

Mike Yates 

Robin Oliver Gandy, math- 
ematical logician: bom teppanl, 
Oxfordshire 22 September 1 91 9; 
Lecturer in .Applied Mathemat- 
ics, Leicester l/nh-ersity 1950-56 : 
Lecturer in Applied Mathemat- 
ics, Leeds University 1956-61; Se- 
nior Lecturer in Mathematical 
Logic, Manchester Universit}' 
1961-64, Reader 1964-67, Pro- 
fessor 1967-69; Reader in Math- 
ematical Logic. Oxford University 
1969-86; died Oxford 20 
November 1 995. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

+ 

BIRTHS 

BROWN: On 19 November 1995, to 
Sarah tote Russell) and Mark, a 
daughter Saskia Ida Rose, a sister for 
David. Freya and India. 

DEATHS 

SAALFELD: Werner, aged SO. on 18 
November at home, in Fetcbam. 
Lcalberhead, Surrey, peacefully in his 
sleep after a long illness, borne with 
great fortitude. He was much loved, 
especially by his wives HUdc (died 
1972) and Maureen. sister Dsc, daugh- 
ter Barbara, son Michael and their 
partners, stepchildren Fiona, Timo- 
thy, Julian and Rachel, grandson 
DanieL granddaughters Laura and 
Rebecca, and siepgranddjughter 
Robin. For many years Head or Ger- 
man ai the former Glyn Grammar 
School and Head of Languages, Ep- 
som Adult Education. Family funer- 
al was held on 23 November. 
Donations if wished hi his memory. 
10 Oxfam tc/o Andy McDonald. Ofc- 
fam. 274 Banbury Road. Oxford OX2 
7DZ) or Shelter (c/o Donations Of- 
fice. Shelter. 88 Old Street, London 
EC1V9HU). 

\njHHHKemcnis for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. In Memoriam) should be 
in writing to the Gazette Editor, 
the Independent, 1 Canada Square, C»- 
tary WttarC London E14 SDL. tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 (24-honr 
mswering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
Faxed to 0171-293 2010- They are 
charged at £6250 a line (VAT extra). 


Changing of the Guard 

Ihi Household Civalrv Mutinied Repawn! 
nouais [hcQiM-nt UfeGtunJtt Horse Gwnids, 
I Iwi; H UmuUmi Scab Guards mounts the 
Jikxti - G unfit, at BwAinghmi rtabcc. 1 1 JOam. 
prowled by ibe Grenadier Guards. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Blakey, Chief Constable, 
West Mercia, 52; Mr lan Botham, 
cricketer, 40; Mr Lynn Chadwick, 
sculptor, 81: Mr Willy Claes, former 
Secretary-General of Nato, 57; Mr 
Billy Connolly, comedian, 53; Miss 

Beryl CboperQG a Recorder of the 
Crown Court, 68: Mr Geoffrey Cot- 
terell, author, 76; Mr Pa trie Dickin- 
son, Richmond Herald of Arms, 45; 
Miss Elisabeth Fisher, circuit judge, 
51; Miss Geraldine Fitzgerald, ac- 
tress, 82; Miss Susan Gilmore, actress, 
41; Admiral Sir Anthony Griffin, 75; 
Miss Sue Higginson, head of the 
Royal National Theatre Studio, 52; 
Mr David KossoEE, actor, 76; General 
Sir Richard Lawson, former 
Commander- in -Chief. Allied Forces, 
Northern Europe, 68; Mr Wiliam 
Michie MR 60; Professor Sir Claus 
Moser, Chancellor, Reele Universi- 
ty. 73; Mr Charles Osborne, author, 
68; Mr Graham Price, rugby player, 
44; Miss Vivien Saunders, golfer, 49: 
The Rigbt Rev Frederick Tfemple, 
Honorary Assistant Bishop, Bristol, 
79; Mr Paul Thorbum, rugby play- 
er, 33: Mr Robin Williamson, rode 
musician, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Laurence Sterne, novelist, 
1713; Grace Horsley Darling, hero- 
ine of the wreck of the Forfarshire, 
1815; Frances Eliza Hodgson Bur- 
nett, author, 1849; Karl August Hey- 
mann, pianist and composer, 1852; 
Henri- Marie- Raym ond de Tbniouse- 
Lau tree, painter, 1864; Scott Joplin, 
ragtime pianist and composer, 1868. 
Deaths: John Knox, religious re- 
former, 1572; William Lamb, second 
Viscount Melbourne, statesman. 
1848; Sir Hemy Havelock, soldier, 
1857; Edward Robert Buftver Lytton, 
first Earl of Lytton (“Owen Mered- 
ith'’), diplomat and poet, 1891: 
Robert firs trine Childers, novelist and 
Irish nationalist, executed 1922; 
Georges Cl eme ocean, statesman. 


1929; Freddie Mercury, rock singer. 
1991. On this day: the River Thames 
froze over, 1434; the English Parlia- 
ment decided that deTgy were per- 
mitted to many, 1548; Vim Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania) was discovered by 
Abel Tasman, 1642; a frost (air was 
held on the frozen River Thames. 
1715: Darwin's Origin of Species was 
published, 1859; the Smithfield meat 
market was opened in London, 1868; 
the British iron and steel industries 
were nationalised, 1949; Lee Harvey 
Oswald was shot while in police 
custody by Jack Ruby, 1963; in 
Chechoslovakia, the Communist par- 
ty leader and potitburo resigned, as 
Alexander Dubcek returned to 
Prague, 1989. Today is ibe Feast Day 
of St Quysogonas. St Colman of 
Qoyne and Saints Flora and Mary. 

Lectures 

National Gallery; Colin Wiggins, 
“Twilight fiv): Bonnard, L'lruio- 
loue 7 '. 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Angela 
Cess, “Victorian "Bste in Painting (i)”, 
230pm. 

Thte Gallery: Edward Chaney, “Ini- 
go Jones and the Second Earl of 
Arundel: a creative partnership", 
lpm. 

British Mnsenm: Rowena Lcwerance, 
“Merovingian An and Architec- 
ture". 1.15pm. 

Oxford University (Herbert Spencer 
Lecture, Zoology/Psychology Build- 
ing): Dr Germaine Greer, “Victims 
No Longer feminism and the reform 
of the cr imina l law", 5pm. 

Luncheons 

Board of Deputies of British Jews 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC MB Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, was the guest of 
honour at a luncheon given by the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews 
yesterday at the Ring David Suite, 
Great Cumberland Place, London 


Wl. Dr and Mrs Nasser D. Khalili 
were the hosts. Mr Edred Tabacb- 
nik QC President, presided. 

Dinners 

Air Fbrce Board 

Mr Janies Arbuthnot MP, Minister 
for Defence Procurement and Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Michael Graydon. 
Chief of the Air Staff, hosted an Air 
Fbrce Board dizmer held yesterday 
evening at Admiralty House, London 
SWI. 

HMS Victory 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. Second 
Sea Lord and Commander-in- Chief 
Naval Home Command, hosted a 
dinner held yesterday evening on- 
board the flagship HMS Victory, at 
Portsmouth Naval Base. 

Sandford St Martin 
Trust 

Mr Terry White presented the Sand- 
ford St Martin Trust Awards, furou- 
s landing religious programmes on 
television in the past two years, at a 
reception and luncheon held yes- 
terday at Lambeth Palace, London 
SEI, by permission of die Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Most Rev George 
Carey. The Very Rev Michael 
Mayne, Dean of Westminster and 
Chairman of the Trustees, received 
the guests. Sir Denis Forman was the 
C hair of the Judges. 

Royal Academy 
of Engineering 

The following chartered engineers 
have been awarded Management 
Fellowships by the Royal Academy 
of Engineering to study for the de- 
gree of MBA at International Busi- 
ness Schools: 

Mr EJ. Hodman Mi TM. Hughes; Mr TG. 
Re Dr Mr CF. Miles; Mr PJ. O'Boyle; Mr 
MJLR Peek; Mr GJ>. Pugh: Mr C Shah: 
Min B. Ufa hi: Mbs RA ttafliden: Mr G J. 
While: Ml G.H. Wood. 


Lincoln's Inn 

SvnJ Fastfi Asghar Shah. Tbcuiom J 
Robert lames Bcwfccr. Chops Paid: i 
Okn. i«tu Carl Hai-pm; Kwnine CHame Awe: 
Adam Marshall: Tocnoc Rtmbbon; Jaem* Paul 
Ufahoo: Abu Mohammad Manzui Ahum Rczn: 
Jonal bon Kirk: Vlrgbn France* GfaMarae Pa- 
llida Bonioun Chrrcncc Loub Line Ls-TIcn. 

Qnrcncr "Dm Kraz Loon. Mohammad Ram Hay- 
01 Hanoi: PakklaLcIcfcnmi VfaqoJatalam: Syctl 
Mubarak. 

Mohammed Abram Rana; Mabufcodi Sup- 
payaiu Rid Meredfth Karmy-Inoes; Lucie An- 
tarctic ftrnL EmflyCbarkrie Campjdfc PWjpa 
Ruth Mofloy. Domna: Bwo, GrcpT Imocs Pcr- 
aaao; Lemmta Hadrodroa: Soul Atqu; Samoa 
Lopez Sulzcdrr, Stephen Mtrtnri Fannr. David 
Michael Sfrimenam Kelt Hut *bap OntOd lata 
lunar Keka; lan Marais MHcbeU; Emma Char- 
lour Godfrey Alexander Bo3in: Ian Jamiim 
Betkcfcy-Hwsi; Fcdion Munir Otandhri: Jacque- 
line Agnes James; Robin Wine ring; Abdns 
Saread GoLmuulljr, Mil Bodrutldazu. Nipel 
AbtaK Elena PekkuoD. ttildi Robert Noibunn 
Elma Danciriou; Frederica Natasha Qignsnl, 
India Rjiara tn a m ; dairy Gerard Paul Herbert: 
Win Kcong Wonp Wmiam David I - a m f i cU 


din: Nicola Ji 


Muefcal; DL Hauh Shi Rahmib Pp Hj Moham- 
mad: DovU John Kerabmv MOmm Boon Kfcu 
Oqg: Za^d Uaac Renan Daniel Junes OTtono 
v» Sorra AhU tabid: EQmnam Ran: Wllimn 
Robert Dubrdnrc: Nikolai Jonathan Eanvclh 
Catriom Amur Gardner. Samira Mahmood. 
Sheila Ananda Supptob: CfarBlopher John Mo- 
Nkboiai; Max Campbell dr Wirretme Thcroir- 
good; Helen Kay MnUrne Jamie Spencer Rikrr; 
Aisha Jamil; Shefla DmVtubia Ra|oa: Grace 
Mensafi: Auduoiy Stewart Korf Rrnytfa; Oaiada 
Koruvinua: Nigel Roynon Edwards; Mcndm 

Shiacotxs. 

Aadteas Andromi; Jyotila Mahentlrao. Who 
Annual War Mob! Noor. Benjamin James 

Wrci»di; Sidy Jane Ftvcmao; Sdniwi Jofcn Scboot- 
inc Julian Henry Manning-. Sharon Noetic 
O'ComO C GuUnimii Chaodhurt Karen Lan be 
Gray. Yemsltne Fon. Sahara Sodut, (Van Earl 
Kcrsuw; Kiirami Azh: Simon diaries KiMng- 


ton; Jonathan Michael Drnn; Mohan bto Kernel 
Snjte Marina Hadumwwfe: A&soa TexxxWs; JuS- 
ctlr Karhrinc Brown. Shashi Sxtremlra Joint 


SuniU Sanya Parhar. Soannc Denfcc Qanei I 
ten WaUam Warauld-Qtpps; Sarah Moms: 
Seal MaaMas James Patrick Madeira: James 
Omstopber Haaall; Amanda l nww Cllfl- 
MaRhcws. 

Mohammed Nawas Nicbaias John Sam ad 
Harries; Nod Cascv. Damdle Sanya Lewis: 
WQham Hnuy Charles J inline Nam Bus on i, 
Alexander Frederick IGdi-n J in Lutf Gob; 

BerMnl Oera^L^ rc tN Q uliw K mnon Lc^yr: 

Singh Ddip Sraph: Benjamin Tirana* Mary 
Oratrwor: Mazfa'n I iasbnda Hnfi Main aime d; 


CALLS TO THE BAR 

+ 


Michaelmas Term 1995 


SbntuJa ibji Sohlaac Ndl Edward'Shephcnl Mar- 
refi. Mark Joseph Belli, Anne Ec Pea* Slew. 
Camilla Yap tec Nmr: Shainn Stmtn Partram; 
Idinberiey Marie Aiken; Rtaak Elizabeth 
Burke: Patricia Ann Orr. Oi Jean Oral, Simon 
Craig Rowtey, Out Leonj: Lee. Bee Qua Qocfc. 
Mobamud Gtrl-Mohamcd; Vedm Gavnkc; San 
Will Leoog. Shapna R or, Richard CooJfacy 
Arcmft. Kwok Scrip Lai 


Inner Temple 

FcUdty RnantimJ Ibuhe Kretra Conrad Bed. 
Caihcfioc Lome Itafca; Anna Mary Soubry; An- 
drew Ttanaw Mausras: Thomas Christopher 
CPMaoDco tc Amanda Adifcy White; ABien Os- 
Jnrniftimfn Fahryt. John Dunes Frier, Alexan- 
der David Wharton Millar. Ifcku Jacqueline 
Cardoriffis Jason Paul Si John NroaOe, Sttphcn 
T fa ence Hranamm: Safaod Imran Mufti; Nwnea 
Komar Vijh. Robert Michael KrjnKT. Donna 
Efaj bf l fc Goad. Juzinc McViiix David KaJ£- 
drrv McDrov; Sarah Louise Jordan: David BUs 
Qartz; Ronpn EntH Nadaraph; Radbh Kjraa; 
Andrew Paw Mnkr Lois Eitundavo Cole- 
Wfeut Jason Ne2 Fealtentnoe; Jane Elizabeth 
Sarah Hon; Thranai James Alka: Cbarioue 
IdOmsi Mo John Michael Murat: David John 
Bcnor, Malcolm Brian Suck: Sow Patrick 
Robert Horan: Richard Amiiew HalL 

Fraser McLean Mogridgc; Rhys Gorvth Mor- 
euv; Ruben Harrism; Gerald Robert Brrrwne; 
Damn Marcus WMchemi; Samhi Muttosunjc 
trrnjrt Bcndi; Richard Ln Jeremv Lee; James 
Akrmnder Hettz Jackson; James Gdwuil Mejr; 
Andrew Donald Mae te sn: Andrew Rsier Lake; 
Nicholas Hob Kcnag lie; J cornier dare 
Wheater; Adam Dcncm Rcfcfa; Pej e j Hi uc Edward 
Hat Alauir Wa&am Orchard MacDonald: Gten 

litxJgctB; Patricia Joan Hobte; Rcnbco Uvior- 

Haic Amanda Emberton; Cstherine Ann Sped- 
dirus Katherine Emma Setwaw . Nicola Luuhe 
Cnee: Mark Load Rupert Mrdorac Michael An- 
thony John Trap; Othu Wdr. dare Amobtcne 
thr: Jonathan Stork Bocirea Edward Thomas 
Darren Johnson. Sarah Vtanrln Williams: An- 
drew Charles Mm*: Thomas Drum Bowl; Pe- 
ter John Sasill: Rrijrd Qoirc Brestm; Emma 
Bbahrth Dovb: NiefaobsWSBqm Acdreva; Nia> 
las Smart Gram; Coadys Samantha Crane; Ker- 
2 Jwy Lawrence; Guy Ruhr it Lemon; Emma 
Gardiner; Sierra lames Penkcth; Gordon 
Lawrence NardelL ASam Man Miftar, John Adr- 
Imr KfanbdD; Tanathy Dene fZs Board, Nidaala 
Mary Wrrrendbr. Sbabccna Aofaan Sally EEm- 
heth Robertson; Ftafllp David Martin Jadaoa: 
U)g6 Rotsol Nigel Afi-Khan; Darid Mkhnd Ab- 
hest Graham Andrew Gralbwaim: Mradrew John 
Cowic: Pool Richard BennUl. David Edward 
Calvert; Zoe Victoria PauftcU; Mark Anthony 
O’l lalloran: Richard Jams Higrbctl; Snuniha 
Cm Logh: Rrnsell Charles Sw-ritman; Lincoln 
Lnstbai^'ISwpNfcrfa Jane Shaw. Andrew Jolm 
Faroe Daniel Leith. Ben Matthew Vhlentm: Ed- 
ward Gerald Francis Francis; Jolm Sloan Kern 

Annette Hcttiuo Prondboch. 

Mrchoel John Timoshy Hilhnan; Eleanur 
LmM Heine; Hanmi Roberr Frank Union 
Justin Daniel Monk: Ian Stewart MncArtbar: 
Pacta Rasdla Agatha WIbOIL PWBp Honey 
Fhrwcr. Samantha Louise Cohen: Katherine 
mu. 

Damawaiuhi 

Mcram; Amu Loubc Throw JuHe Inutw 
Davies; Philip Murray DriukwMer; Marlin 
Ridurd Edwaith. IN ABSENTIA: Beverly Ber- 
niee CoflliK Jennifer Rnrannc Sabina Kmaarc 
Rebcesa Navarro, C> tilth la EBiran; Man Car- 
dor Loran, Mark IhBaii Sarmdres; Jcrane 
AJenBderRdAertKf^mrOqf^OiwRosL-- 
matyEltzabeih Wnodaard, John Gerard Dines. 


Middle Temple 

Alexander Thomas RcMrick; Edward Usim 
Odan; Conor Amfaony Gom; Charles Edward 

Davies; Steven Jooo u — •' , J 

Lrame Sahara " 

Crain Chortle 


r f" ir nl lmv 

Lroie Sshumr, Harley Borrow*; Panaviou 
Crain Chsrilunog Abdul Lnlecf Abodurin 
Oiayjnka Jina du : Korea Hui Lin La; Han Sin 


vnuyoiM JUMU U. Mini nut JUUJ LUB, nan otn 

Cbwec: Junes Ridurd Hawdh. Koran Mkbdk 
Le Ora: Mark Ji s hir Hua Ua Stow. CTmc Simas 
tiun Rrnud Bnkszcunla: Hnnlevl Veewam: 
Bakkw Singh Moktata Siagh; OsnU WWiukuc.- 
Duid Edward ReaUr: Drmv-Treag Tuo: Parol 
Anand: Funa Mar Murray: Vivian GeorarThy- 
hw; Damdl Owen Matatlm Jones: DanieiStoK® 
Sazmaa Jmudt tad Rkfaud Mounm: iwtAai 
Llm: Robert Charic* Doofant On RmrUo Kbit: 


’ji™ aenrau im ran UX, null DC- 

no Fuvfia; OmsuphcrGarih Woalhaiisc Cciy? 
Louise Brral.Jni-Evam: KnJdxp Sursh; Orcyo- 
ly Martin McBoeoy: EUaabclh Anoe NBdas; Ka- 
t ral a raj o n Malatyaodi Cheniai; Stoanoe Josqrh: 
Hugo Jonathan nuriefc Cudtfigan: Jonathan 
ftofar Rfind; Damon James Bossmo. Pi™ 
Jeanne Du Toll; Rkfasrd tfcrrcn English: Drier 
David Newman; David SuedilTe Erarne Laura 
Gonadves; I twee Yinf Matins Scab: Akxamlcr 
Richard KriUcr; James Mauhcvr liw Laddie: 
John Doherty: Vignarsvari Saninunsn; Ser- 
mour George Stewart; Pacriaa Josephine Matfi- 
ran; Batakririman Nanamuthu; Geok Horn 
CfoimSiiiiamaiiriijMaTinlxucI' ' " ' 



Rad: Chmtes Granville 

cock Hall; Wd Min 

borough; Alan dice Omen McO 
Phcrioa Nievergeli Jones; ■*- 


Thy, Christnher. . 

Power; Ricnsrd Arthur Coarleasy Oullon. 
Pe t e r Mamce Show. 

Gray’s Inn 

Robert Andie B n wui ug. Howard Mora Ymm 
I an Richard Some Erin Chreafa Geoigkm; Mdi- 
ua Pytyoa Beupmm George Burgher; Rakfaee 
Shanna; Robert Stephen SymoodK TlmoUn 
WUKcuneNcJuUcAiOih] Marina SdlknlhLau- 
ran o c : Andrew Gerard Larimer, Cktherine Jane 
Ewlm; James Horbcri MaxvmB-Scoll; Ffrn. 
. Mark while; Charles 


* nuiua nK«Gifcii duncx; rurmpoi 

Mandau; Hindu Sbcvtnii; Sazauoe EUmbeifa 


da Abiad Whatiam: John Frakrid'AdaoB; 
Alison Heather McRae -Spencer, Thomas 
Christopher Charles WBtiams; Nicholas Terry 
McbIkk Marie Beni Demenloa Michael Qvtatn- 
pher Mffler. Diana Fetidly Gabin; Uhlm Dde 
udfinH^; Camdla Rooc Lsmont Mctim EJisa- 
beth Jane Pack; Dennis Jcacph Dcrau; Simone 
Rrinne Irani; Wayne Dors Joidash: Elirabetfa 
June Wsbrnen Hflary Jane Jbnec Athena Maria 
NkoUuti; Daniel Lawson Lee; frmeh Ehrner- 
worth; Nicholas Simon Mins-. Albeit 
Ohiri Marshall; Antonia Cmtcr Noble: Conrad 
Oeptsoc Him; Ameeia Chandra VWams. 

Ylu Wine Ycuqg; Piets Charles ChrisrlmtJo- 
tuoaen: Emlv Haainat; Etaiar June Stsuhan; An- 
war David NashadUbi; Enu Maclean Borrows: 
Sarah Loupe Lown: Jvttk: Ijurive r w^- rv._ 

mhdcThnamsGeorK Brand: Victoria QmrtHle 

Foe Son Vixm Cbeau: Niau Avccumdes. PaJricia 

Haitlnt Raymond Qroon Strew Chtw Marine 
Wind Min Goh; Oliver EdwinTames Glnamw. 
Cbee Ws Leon g Rnd Ricbvnl Boefcn^kmicMu- 
raliAenpany Kesa»way: Yuen Form CUn, 
pa&s Ledlm Pram; Hwc Haalby; RamS Bin 
Sakhkon: Cslberinc Judtih Cowton. Mina Sim 
Yum: Than WVt Hot; Ttroma, Moody^tant Jer- 

s Maytiew; Pak Cfacn Chiaig; 
-rv *" DoraiRm: 

' Kin Hui 



jmmerwpniu JJi raeLro ____ 


r Christo- 


jhn^ Thnro Vl^ ^ Rra*im. 

Jota TcrogBeng Tbh: Reler Matthew Wtdm- 
dey; Gkmn U Huci Cheat fh~ g™, w 
Loubc Jane Lnward; Ridard DoukIu Harcs; 
Robert Emmiiiic Aleuadcr, Andrew jrin 
Coflmp; Manbcw Herbert Sauncmx-. Mdmde 
Catherine Hughevt Rnchd ASTWrWn 
P«B1L Jkno EHaabrtb Mfeodw^tAK 
James Stcadsman Notts: WHlmra Atemnder 
Mclasa, Mauhcw Rohcn feed, Natasha Vaao- 
Df^tot&adW. Fook-Thl Yam: 
Matthew Charies Edmund Happtrid: DtSS 


Cord: JosoaTkyloi; CaUn 

D'Arcy Benson; Ruben Kumar 

Michael James Maher; Rldmnl Anthony Loner 
French; Shnon David Hughes; Tunotbv Tfareno: 
farter; Daniel Georee Ma^ofin; Sued Mo- 
h&nsitad Sa'td AmniT Homfir Adaun Man Jar, 
Imogen Kale Cotterik Adam Edward O'Neill 
Net Angus Richard Wrihnuon: Daniel Jemmy 
Demmu: Leonard Sm-Ka hmc Raynund Jrdm 
OTtamte Kristhu Wancnc ftmhnc Mara Mow 
W Jadoda Rmm Under. Chalks Stuart 
wbiuley; Jonathan Robert Wra fg, SLelan 
Aruhm MoJssymflbo Bradmrkz-LNimkL 
Aril Sooi Marian; Stephen Aliaair (irant Vic- 
lorb Kaihonno Hum, Pan! Carer. Jnahi Aksan- 
djf Ed-rnd Wushnw; KiikSEn Edwin Lira; 

the Jane McCowamKamalAdatb; Anne Keflm: 

f*PP°. David Jctm Mamhley; An- 
Batteson: Craig Kothwefl Johnsoa 

Colbmine Noll; Sccphra. hud Row. John Dtern. 
KamruH Margaret Jhnec Matthew Chrimoiiber 

krfc Plml Anthony Ijma; Christme LramcOs- 
borae; Thomas WiBuun Paul Stem: Jeremy 
Rmrert Daniel Hyam; Rachel Hughes: Jison 
Kehnn Mranoo; Liodsey CUre Thompson: 

Roben Wl*"®; John Read 
Enivtunle: Muhammad Momood Jaamrany. 

Marion Wdk; Nor Ktetmm Vfaji Muhammad; 
Eram Jiupde Wrbee* ChsrWe Lira Dories; 
tJcrmot (mam Maguire; Ramdeo Erriah; Fte- 
ha isian i Cboudhury, Ariean Knricia Hmm- 
Mradun: Paul Rene Caym. Rrehard Thomas 
Horseman. Michael Twlornii; Ion Martin Hard- 
KcnnethMaaranTbansgcm; RorLAaan- 
(3 BahateiniKlL- Arimh Krimm-Vvfwtiw Rsnai 


panish Znbert; I -Lin Phtnla 
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ranking 

\ Singapore: 8th 
Japan: 2nd 
UK: 19th 
France: 11th 
Indonesia: 46th 
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c £14,689 
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news analysis 

Singapore Inc: a 

tough little nation 

Nick Leeson finally goes on trial today. It is not only his future that’s 
at stake, but also Singapore’s very reputation as a country with 
which the world likes to do business, writes Stephen Vines 



The policies of tbe government 
are tough and the laws of the 
land are tough because that’s the 
way Lee Kuan Yew. Singapore’s 
grand old man, likes it. Even 
though he is now supposedly tak- 
ing a back seat as the “Senior 
Minister", Mr Lee’s fears and 
hopes remain the guiding force of 
the nation. 

Under Mr Lee’s leadership 
Singapore has become one of the 
most economically successful 
countries in the world. Us unique 
blend of capitalism and state 
control has produced a garden- 
city environment and a standard 
of living unimaginable two 
decades ago. 

Lee Kuan Yew fears that all 
these material gains will disap- 
pear if the controls are eased. 
“We got one little island - 600 


has managed to maintain this 
aura of confidence around the 
island by an emphasis on law and 
order and stability. 

It was not surprising, then, 
that the authorities were almost 
apoplectic with rage when they 
discovered that the unlawful 
trading which triggered the col- 
lapse of Barings had taken place 
within Singapore's borders. 

The trial of Nick Leeson has 
therefore become something 
more than a simple criminal mat- 
ter. It is seen as an opportunity 
to show the world that Singapore 
has not lost its grip, that it at 
least as good as anywhere else at 
handling such matters, that rules 
will be enforced, that malpractice 
will not be tolerated. 

The trial marks the conclusion 
of an impressive mobilisation of 


A court reporter explained 
why trial by jury was abolished 
in 1969: ‘We’ve got some 
clever chaps here. It was all too 
easy for them to sway a jury’ 


W hen Nick Leeson. the rogue 
futures trader, enters Sin- 
gapore's Subordinate Court 
Number 24 this morning he will 
find himself m fairly familiar sur- 
roundings. There is a distinctly 
British feel about the courts. 
Indeed, much of the Singaporean 
legal system is superficially 
British. 

The lawyers bustle about in 
wigs and black gowns, which look 
a lot neater and cleaner than the 
musty garb of the Old Bailey. The 
language of the courts is English, 
the forms of address are British 
and many of the laws are drawn 
from the British statute books. 

Yet the similarities only serve 
to underline the differences. Thai 
by jury was steadily eroded from 
1960 and finally abolished in 
1969. A Singaporean court 
reporter recently explained the 
reason. “We've got some clever 
chaps here,” he said. “It was all 
loo easy for them to sway a jury. " 

Habeas corpus, the concept of 
preventing detention without just 
cause, has been considerably 
eroded in Singapore, although 
the constitution makes clear that 
unlawful detention is oot 
allowed. Yet Singapore's most 
famous political prisoner, Chia 
Thye Poh, was detained for 22 
years without ever being charged 
or tried. He was released in 1989 
and confined to the tiny island of 
Sentosa, where he remains. 

Neither is Singapore reticent 
in using the draconian powers of 
the Internal Security Act, inher- 
ited from the British, as a means 
of combating alleged subversion. 
In 1987 a group of so-called 
Marxist plotters were rounded up 
and thrown in jail allegedly for 
attempting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment What linked the 22 
people arrested was the social 
work they were doing on behalf 
of foreign domestic workers. 

Despite these chilling exer- 
cises of legal power, Singapore 
does not have a reputation as a 
society of arbitrary justice. On 
the contrary, foreign investors 
flock to this tiny island state 
because they admire its stability 
and rule of law. Singapore’s gov- 
ernment has gone out of its way 
to present a squeaky-clean 
image. This image is self-con- 
sciously on display during elec- 
tions when the leaders of the rul- 
ing People's Action Party clad 
themselves in simple white shirts 
and trousers. 


square kilometres," he told the 
1981 National Day rally in a typ- 
ical tour de force speech. “You 
unwind this, you will not drop on 
soft paddy fields, it is hard, hand 
concrete, your bones are broken 
and it’s kaput. " 

To prevent everyone going 
kaput, stem punishment is meted 
out to those who break the law. 
The thud of the executioner's 
trap door can be heard almost 
every Friday at Changai Jail where 
those convicted of murder, drug- 
ruoning and some eight other 
crimes are hanged. Callings of 
vandals, rapists and other offend- 
ers, including housebreakers, are 
routine. 

With no natural resources and 
very little land space, the gov- 
ernment has sought to establish 
Singapore as an international 
financial and service centre. 
Multinational companies have 
flocked to Singapore, seeing it as 
an efficient, crime-free, orderly 
base from which to conduct busi- 
ness in some of the more unpre- 
dictable parts of the region where 
corruption is rife, law and order 
dubious, and the water never 
safe to drink. The government 


resources to find out what hap- 
pened: in this respect Singa- 
pore’s inspectors appear to have 
dug deeper than those appointed 
by the Bank of England. 

The Singaporeans are good at 
sorting things out. A cohesive 
government machine, working 
hand in hand with a compliant 
private sector can produce the 
sort of results that more liber- 
tarian societies find hard to 
achieve. 

Singapore also has the advan- 
tage of having a highly capable 
Commercial Affairs Department 
(CAD), a body not dissimilar to 
the commercial crimes bureaux 
attached to many police forces. 
However, in Singapore the CAD 
is part of the Ministry of Finance, 
which gives it immediate access 
to commercial knowledge and 
information not commonly avail- 
able to police forces. 

Neither are CAD officers sim- 
ply a bunch of calculator-toting 
accountants. They have powers of 
arrest and, according to one sus- 
pect questioned in their offices, 
are quite capable of being rough 
and aggressive. Aggression is 
pan of the Singapore Inc style. 


employed against those who do 
not obey the rules and, in even 
sharper form, to those who chal- 
lenge the validity of the rules. 

The instinctively authoritar- 
ian ruling party has little time for 
Opposition. The law is the 
weapon of choice for silencing 
critics; they are rarely silenced by 
direct political persecution. The 
most persistent and outspoken 
critic of the government was the 
former leader of the Workers 
Party, JB Jeyaretoam. In 1981 he 
was the sole opposition member 
of parliament. His parliamen- 
tary career was dogged by legal 
action against him. 

First he was charged with 
alleged irregularities in his 
party's accounts, for which he was 
fined a sum sufficient to ensure 
automatic disqualification from 
parliament. He was then dis- 
qualified from practising law. 
After years of trying to overturn 
this ruling he was vindicated by 
a Privy Council ruling in 1988. 
The following year Singapore 
ended the right of appeal to the 
Privy Council. 

As for Mr Jeyaretnaru, he was 
then hit with a slander suit 
brought by Lee Kuan Yew. Mr 
Lee won the case. Indeed he has 
won every case he has brought to 
court, including a record-break- 
ing libel action, earlier this year, 
against the International Herald 
Tribune. 

The Singaporean government 
reacts with anger and threats of 
legal action against anyone who 
dares question the independence 
of the judiciary. However, it is 
most unlikely that members of 
the judiciary come up against any 
kind of direct pressure from the 
government. There is no need. 
They know what is expected of 
them, as do most Singaporeans 
who have absorbed the many 
government campaigns to make 
them better citizens and. as one 
campaign put it, to “share com- 
mon values". 

Yet proportionately more Sin- 
gaporeans leave their country 
for a new life overseas than Hong 
Kong people living with the 
prospect of Chinese rule in less 
than two years’ lime. This is seen 
as the only solution for those who 
perhaps do not share “common 
values", do not wish to conform 
and are not so fearful of landing 
on the hard concrete Mr Lee 
believes surrounds (he world out- 
side orderly Singapore. 



Wilkes's Tory colleagues are threatening to rebel against the renewal of 
the BBC charter in protest at the screening of the Panorama interview by the 
Princess of Wiles. The row over the programme within the BBC has brought to 
a head Tbry grumbles about the BBC and could lead to a rebellion when the 
charter is renewed in the next few weeks. My pals are furious that BBC top 
brass kept the interview secret from their chairman. Mannaduke Hussey. 

The draft charter will be published within the next few weeks by WDkes’s 
favourite nanny, Virginia Bortomley. She will include a definition of taste and 
decency in the back-up agreement to the charter, opening the way for the 
Parliamentary Prude Tendency to demand a ban on ail sex on television, 
including princesses confessing unfaithfulness with Guards officers. 

The whole shooting match threatens to become a ghastly BBC-bashing 
exercise. But the Conservative leadership can only blame itself- After all, it was 
the chairman of the party, Brian Mawhinney, who first put the boot into the 
BBC at the party conference. 



Tie man with the most unenviable 
ab in Parliament this week was 
Andrew Mackay, a Government whip 
/ho goes under the glorious title of 
ord Commissioner of the Treasury. 

Mackay had the task of writing to 
Icr Majesty with quill pen in the 
ftermath of the Panorama interview 
a tell the monarch what was gomg on 
i the House of Commons. 

While Wilkes’s great friend 
licholas Soames was making an ass 
f himself, for which he had to 
pologise to the PM, for accusing 
rince&s of being (as one Tory. MFput 
) “one sandwich short of a picnic , 
lackay was stumped for what to say 
> the Queen. 

In the end he kept a discreet 


silence and told her all about the 
debate on the Queen’s Speech. And 
veiy dull reading h must have made. 

Robert Hughes, a former whip who 
has also suffered from public 
disclosures by a woman wronged, has 
borrowed a copy of the history of 
Queen Caroline from the House of 
Commons library. Caroline was 
accused of running a bordello in 
Blackheath, but a Royal Commission 
found the charges were tramped up. 

Mind you, in those days they did 
not have Panorama. 

Is Ufe at Chequers as drear and 
constrained as we have all been led to 
believe in recent times? Far from it, 
Wilkes can reveal. The Prime 
Minister - spurred no doubt by Mrs 
Norma Major, biographer of Joan 
Sutherland - holds opera evenings at 
his official country residence to inject 
elements of much-needed grace and 
charm to summits with foreign heads 
of government. Britain’s young 
musicians, moreover, have been 
getting in on the act The British 
Youth Orchestra delighted Jacques 
Chirac last month with a programme 
of arias from, among others, La 
Traviaia, La Boftbne and Les Contes 
d’Hoffman. For Boris Yeltsin last year 
there were favourites from Eugene 
Onegin, Carmen and Rigpleao. It is 


now evident that the Majors have 
finally wanned to the old place. 
Indeed, a Chequers history is to be 
published by Nonna next year. 



Musical historian of Chequers 


Harry Greenway, Tbry MP for 
Ealing North, has meanwhile been 
busying himself on tbe topic of opera 
hats — and going to tbe trouble of 
putting down a parliamentary question 
to Tony Newton, Leader of the House, 
on the lack of adequate numbers of 
them in the Commons chamber. For 
the uninitiated, such headgear must be 
donned when making points of order 
during a divirion, to make members 
distinctive to the chair when 
colleagues are milling about. There is 
only one bat kept behind the 
Speaker’s Chair for such purposes, 
leading to what Mr Greenway believes 
are unseemly scrambles when several 
MPs are clamouring to be beard. The 
issue is now to go to the Commons 
Procednre Committee, 

Stephen Pollard, the lefty Fabian 
Society 's director of research, is a 
Strang candidate to take over tbe 
directorship of the tree-market Social 
Market Foundation, Wilkes is reliably 
informed. It was Pollard, of course, 
who suggested in a paper that Labour 
should embrace selective education, 
although the society thought 
otherwise and declined to publish iL 
If Pollard gets tbe job, nothing could 
better flhistrate the blurring of the 
old distinctions between right and left 
since he would be replacing Danny 
Fmkelstein, who has become no kiss 
than director of research at 
Conservative Central Office. 


ALMOST 50%* OF YOU 
THINK YOU’VE GOT 
MORTGAGE PROTECTION. 
ONLY 20% OF YOU ARE RIGHT. 


Wcxse still, If you toe* out your mortgage 


Who could credit the mean- 
mindedness of the Ministry of 
Defence, Wilkes wonders?" The 
ministry is resolutely refusing to 
replace former servicemen’s medals 
that have been stolen or lost through 
misadventure, so Iain Duncan Smith, 
Conservative MP for Chingford, has 
discovered from a Mr Jack Conn, a 
pensioner constituent. Ac about £60 
each, Mr Conn cannot afford 
replacements for his stolen medals, 
but the MoD remains unmoved in 
spite of the fact that this is the year 
we are all commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the Second 
World Whr. Mr Conn could not have 
selected a better champion to fight his 
cause, since Mr Duncan Smith is an 
ex-soldier and holder of campaign 
medals for service in the former 
Rhodesia and Northern Ireland (his 
father. Group Capt W Duncan Smith 
won no fewer than five gallantry 
medals). The MP is now collecting 
signatures for a Commons petition to 
be presented in the next few days. 

Donald Thompson is in the habit of 
sending out jolly cards at this time of 
year to remind his friends to vote for 
him in the elections for the 1922 
Committee, which took place 
yesterday, As usual, Wilkes got his 
card from Donald, with tbe message 
“Thompson for the 22 r on it, like 
dozens of his friends. The only 
problem is that Thompson was so 
busy fining out tbe Masted cards, 
he fidted to put his nomination 
papers in. 

Havbtg been to many receptions 
hosted by Her Majesty the Queen, 
Wilkes can let a little-known detail 
slip for those less privileged, who are 
never invited to join the line to shake 
hands with the monarch. The Queen 
wears rubber gloves for the practice. 

This highly practical precaution was 
noticed by those “Down Under" when 
the Queen hosted a glittering 
reception for the revellers at the 
Commonwealth Heads of 
Government conference in New 
Zealand. At least, Wilkes believes it 
was done as a precaution. She surely 
could not have been expected to wash 
the dishes afterwards. 


A recent MORI* poll has shown that a lot of 
people think they've got mortgage protection, 
when In fact they haven't. 

What they probably have got is a life 
assurance policy - which doesn't protect 
against accident, sickness or unemployment 
In addition to this, 70% of people aren’t 
entitled to Income support on a mortgage. 
And for those who are, on 1st October 
1995 the Government cut back the mortgage 
allowance payable to them. 


after the 1st October 1995, you won’t receive a 
single penny In support for the first r*vt months. 

But it's not all doom and gloom. 

For the average mortgage holder, peace- 
of-mind only costs about £15 a month. Cover 
lasts for a full twelve months and most 
home owners are eligible, including the self 
employed, part-time workers and fixed- term 
contract workers. 


To be eligible you must have been in 
So If you already have a mort- continuous employment (at least 

gage and fan ill or are made - — 16 hows a week) tar the last 6 

redundant, youll receive nothing General Accident months and be between 18-50 
far the first two months, and then yeas old. 

only 50% of the Interest payments For more Information call us on the 

for the next four months. ^9* number below. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 


FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 

Please quote PRESSlND and have your employer s name, address and postcode ready. 


tines open Monday to Friday 9am-8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am- 5pm. 
•Accorcfag to a recent MOW poU, conducted ffi August 95. 687 people kitervtewed. 


□ 
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Ireland must vote 
for the future 



E amort de Valera, the towering figure 
who wrote Ireland's constitutional 
ban on divorce in 1937. would barely 
recognise his country today. In only a cou- 
ple of generations, this land of green fields 
has become a largely urban society. The 
Roman Catholic bishops, once the 
nation's authoritative moral force, are 
beset by scandals. The birth rate has fallen 
below replacement level. And the terri- 
torial ambitions of Irish nationalism have 
been discredited by 25 years of IRA vio- 
lence. The old order is dissolving. 

The Irish Republic is a young and dyn- 
amic society which now sees itself as Euro- 
pean. Old notions of lrishness based on 
Roman Catholicism, republicanism and 
twee romanticism are being ret hough L It 
has an increasingly successful economy 
and a left-wing, feminist President. The 
country frequently captures the inter- 
national limelight be ii with poctiy (Sea- 
mus Heaney is the Nobel Laureate!, its 
football (in the World Cup) or its singing 
(an embarrassing number of Eurovision 
victories). 

The next step in modernisation comes 
today when the republic holds a referen- 
dum on the introduction of divorce. The 
need for such a change looks obvious. 
Most people know someone w hose mar- 
riage has fallen apart but who cannot 
remarry within the law. The evidence sug- 
gests that marital breakdown is just as pre- 
valent in the republic as north of the bor- 
der. where divorce is legal. The leaders 
of the major political parties support the 
change. Opposition from the weakened 
Roman Catholic hierarchy has been more 
muted than in the past. 

Yet, curiously, the result could go 
either way today. The reason is fear. Peo- 
ple are afraid that change is happening 
too fast, that Ireland mav lose its sense of 


self, that it will become just another 
Western European country 

The divorce debate has become the 
focus of concern about what sort of place 
Ireland is to become. There is a fear that 
divorce will undermine the family, a 
source of stability, support and reassur- 
ance in turbulent tunes. People also 
worry about land. They are concerned 
that a divorce law will lead to the break- 
up of farms between first and second fam- 
ilies. The land issue strikes a chord with 
many people. Loss of land is associated 
historically with the grinding poverty of 
earlier centuries. Culturally, a farmer is 
regarded as having only stewardship over 
property, which must be passed on intact, 
hopefully improved, to descendants, lb 
give it up after an expensive divorce is a 
nightmarish prospect. 

These problems have been exagger- 
ated. The proposed rules of divorce are 
not easy: a couple would have to demon- 
strate that they had been separated for at 
least four of the previous five years and 
show that there was no chance of a rec- 
onciliation. This is not the type of chang e 
that would push a couple into the divorce 
courts: it only addresses relations hips that 
have demonstrably broken down. As for 
property, the proposals confer no greater 
rights on second families than they already 
enjoy. 

In short, today’s proposal is merely ask- 
ing citizens in the republic to bring exist- 
ing social realities within the law. The dan- 
ger is, however, that a majority feel more 
threatened than invigorated by the pros- 
pects of the modern world and will vote 
instead for the comforting nostalgia that 
de Valera enshrined in his Constitution of 
1937. 

That would be a mistake. It is time to 
bury de Valera and vote for the future. 


Let students pay 
- it’s only fair 


S tudents are taking to the streets again. 

Yesterday's protest in London, org- 
anised by the National Union of Students, 
follows years and years of marching about 
student hardship. Maintenance grants 
from the Government continue to be cut 
And student loans are not always enough 
to make up the shortfall once rents are 
taken into account. The National Union 
of Students claims that many students are 
now skipping meals in order to get by. 

This is a serious situation, but the 
answer is not for the Government to give 
higher grants. It currently pays tuition fees 
for each student as well as providing 
means-tested grants. So students on a 
three-year course are picking up a subsidy 
from the taxpayer of at least £2.300 in 
comparison with their classmates, who left 
school at 16 or 18 and who gel nothing. 
And that subsidy will help to improve 
their earning power for the rest of their 
lives. Both expense and inequity suggest 
there should be no return to Lhe past. 

The Government’s policy of making stu- 
dents pay back some of the costs them- 
selves is, in principle, sensible. Students can 
at present borrow from the Student Loan 
Company at extremely low interest rates 
and defer repayment until they are eara- 
. ing more than £15.000. In future, the Gov- 
ernment wants to shift the emphasis away 
from this agency towards the high street 
banks, by giving the latter subsidies so that 
they can lend directly to students. Of 
course, banks will want considerable insur- 


ance against the risk of default Meanwhile, 
students will need to be protected against 
sudden and inconvenient demands from 
banks for higher levels of repayment 

Arty form of loan like this raises prob- 
lems in the way it affects student attitudes. 
Many students are dearly stressed by the 
prospect of thousands of pounds of debt 
hanging around their necks. It makes 
them less likely to go into relatively low- 
paid fields such as teaching. And those 
who come from low-wage families may 
find that the idea of large debts puts them 
off university altogether. 

One way round these problems would 
be to change the repayment mechanism. 
A graduate tax rather than a private loan 
repayment might be less of a disincentive 
for teenagers pondering college for the 
first time. An extra 2 per cent on your 
future salary, for example, sounds a lot 
less daunting than starting work with a 
debt of £10,000 - even if the sums add up 
in the same way. Using the National 
Insurance system as a mechanism to col- 
lect the money would avoid having to 
establish a parallel bureaucracy. 

The prindple is dear. So long as peo- 
ple are not discouraged from low-paid 
work or from going into higher education 
at all, students should pay part of the cost 
themselves. And the savings should go to 
expand educational opportunities for the 
70 per cent of teenagers who never make 
it to university and who were forgotten in 
yesterday's march. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Carla Lane 


Victim of a dogmatic law 

empsey the pitbull has made it. and, in the meantime, responsible dog 


loophole has appeared, and two learned fraternity has gone underground and, in 
men set free a dog that had gone out one the light of the Government's naive com- 
menting for a walk and ended up in police placency, is having a ball, 
kennels for almost four years. Her only We British are no longer passive about 
crime was that she was a pitbull terrier, the way our animals are treated. Some- 
divested of her muzzle for a few moments where m the Britannic heart there beats 
in order that she might be sick. a difference. Perhaps it is because the live 

Somewhere in the Government there export trade, having been abandoned by 
sits a group of men from privileged back- the big ferry companies, came out on to 
grounds, who leapt straight from Eton and the streets and the public’s sudden 
Oxbridge into positions of power that gave acquaintance with the lorries drove them 

them the right to make rules and regula- to look deeper; and the_ deeper thqr 
tions for ihc ordinary man who worries searched, the more cruel it all became, 
seriously about what they might call the Now their knowledge is complete and 
. trivia of life. In their view, dogs come into their passions are on standby, 
this categoiy. But to take away a family's Yesterday in the court, dignified crowds 

dog and incarcerate it in a secret place sat and listened as the learned men went 
with no communication - no sightings of over the facts in Dempsey’s case. Right 
the animal which shared Lhe dramas and up to the last sentence it seemed that the 
joys of the household - and to cast the mandatory destruction order was inevit- . 
cloud of “destruction" over it, is a ealeu- able but then, somewhere, a voice said: 
lated sin against human rights. “A draconian act of this kind could be the 

Most grief-sticken owners are unable first step on the path of dictatorship." We 
to cope with the rigours of court pro- must make our uncaring government 
ceedings. Thev drift through the intellect- listen. 

ual jargon, unable to comprehend what Those of us who fight relentlessly for 
has become of them. Then they walk from the peace and dignity of animals will long 
the court, harmed and for ever bitter. remember the final words: “May I ask 
Of course we must not have dogs your honour when we might collect 
attacking children -who would want that? Dempsey?” The judge looked at the 
Bui this law is not about lhaL It is a deter- owner, Dianne Eanneran, and said: “Wall 
mined vendetta to rid our country of all - she's your dog.” 
pitbull terriers and lookalikes, so far more 
than 1,000 dead; 4.000 on “death row", 
millions of pounds spent on a barbaric law 


im 



* Let me explain about Bosnia ... , 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Two -entities’ cannot make one peace 


From Professor Adrian Hastings 
Sin The Bosnian peace agreement 
is a bad one because it provides 
international recognition of an 
“entity” -“Republika Srpska” [the 
Serb republic in Bosnia] - which 
can exist only because of the sys- 
tematic ethnic cleansing of at least 
half its population over the past 
four years. Hardly one of its key 
towns had a Serb majority in its 
population in 1991. lhe interna- 
tional community has blessed what 
has been done when it could just 
as well have reversed ft. 

That said, two very different 
scenarios are now possible. In the 
first. President Slobodan Mflo- 
isevic is rewarded with the imme- 
diate ending of sanctions but 
does nothing to ensure 'the re- 
moval of Radovan Karadzic and 
Ratko Mladic from power and 
nothing is done within “Repub- 
lika Srpska” to implement the 
Dayton agreement as a whole. 
No refugees are able to return to 
their homes. There is no freedom 
of movement across the country. 
Milosevic has already in the past 
few weeks provided massive mil- 
itary rearmament for the Bosnian 
Seibs. If Nato allows this to hap- 
pen, restricting its own operations 

‘Misguided’ 
Asylum Bill 

From Mr Richard Dunstan 
Sin Niri Deva, MP, is quite 
wrong when he states that “roost 
[asylum] applicants arrive from 
the troubled countries of East- 
ern Europe, Romania, Russia, 
Poland and Yugoslavia" (“An- 
other View; “Fair and firm on 
immigration'’, 22 November). 
In 1995 to date, asylum-seekeis 
from these countries have 
accounted for a mere 11 per cent 
of all applications. Nigeria alone 
has accounted for a greater pro- 
portion of applicants. 

More than 80 per cent of those 
seeking asylum in the UK are 
from Africa, Asia and the Mid- 
dle East. Currently, the principal 
applicant nationalities are Nige- 
ria, India, Somalia, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Algeria. That is why 
most, if not all, of these countries 
would eventually be placed on 
the Home Office’s “white list”. 
Because putting countries such as 
Romania - which accounts for 
less than 2 per cent of applica- 
tions - on the “white list" would 
not make much impact on deri- 
sion times and the backlog of 
some 85,000 cases. 


to policing a frontier between the 
two “entities" and not to enforc- 
ing the agreement as a whole, 
then this will surely happen. In 
which case Bosnians will very jus- 
tifiably turn their guns on Nato 
soldiers. 

The alternative scenario is that 
Nato enforces the agreement as 
a whole and not just an internal 
frontier. Refugees are encour- 
aged to return to Banja Luka and 
Zvamikand protected when they 
do so -this could be begun on a 
town-by-town basis. If this hap- 
pens, then the division will mat- 
ter less and less. In particular the 
Bosnian government should itself 
at once encourage the Serbs who 
fled irom western Bosnia three 
months ago to return to their 
bomes as soon as possible. The 
more Serbs agree that it is prefer- 
able to be in their old homes even 
though outside Republika Srp- 
ska. the more absurd the division 
of the country wiD soon appear. 
Yours faithfully 
Adrian Hastings 
Department of Theology 
and Religious Studies 
University of Leeds 
Leeds 

22 November 


But Mr Deva is right when he 
says that this is -or should be - 
a debate about “efficiency”. For 
it is the inefficiencies of the 
Home Office, and its failure to 
make the 1993 Act work, that are 
the root of the wholly undesir- 
able misuse of the asylum 
process. Falling productivity in 
the Home Office's Asylum Divi- 
sion, and a severe under-resourc- 
ing of the appeals mechanism 
created in 1993, have resulted in 
it taking an average of 18 months 
to process cases. It is these delays 
and backlogs that have created 
the incentive to make an 
unfounded asylum claim as a 
means of circumventing immi- 
gration controls. 

The Asylum and Immigration 
Bill is misguided and unneces- 
sary. Its implementation would 
result in a serious diminution of 
the Government’s ability to meet 
folly its obligations under interna- 
tional law. What is needed is a 
substantial improvement in 
Home Office efficiency, and a 
proper resourcing of the proce- 
dures established by the 1993 Act 
Yours faithfully, 

Richard Dunstan 
R efugee Officer 
Amnesty International (UK) 
London, EC1 


Paean to dirges I Know the way out 


The writer is a television scriptwriter and 
campaigner for animal welfare. 


From Mr Robert Cooper 
Sir. Why is Andy Gifi so waspish 
in his review (“Money can buy 
you love”, 22 Novemtier) of the 
Beatles Anthology and, in partic- 
ular, the single “Free as a Bird"? 

Considering the three surviv- 
ing Beatles and the record pro- 
ducer Jeff Lynne were working 
from little more than a fragment 
of a John Lennon song, the result 
is nothing short of miraculous. 
Given the circumstances, we can- 
not expect a classic Beatles sin- 
gle, but it has been worth waiting 
25 years for. As for the “overall 
effect being a dirge", this must be 
good for business, as dirges like 
“Hey Jude" and McCartney's 
“Midi of Kin tyre” are two of the 
best-selling singles in popular 
music history. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert Cooper 
Charibury, Oxford 


From Mr John Ruffle 
Sin One way of administering a 
museum admission charge (Let- 
tens, 23 November) would be to 
make it refundable if visitors, on 
departure, could correctly answer 
a few simple questions on the 
exhibits. This would reward the 
diligent visitor and provide feed- 
back on the displays. Or would it 
be condemned as elitist? 

Yours faithfully, 

John Ruffle 

Keeper, The Oriental Museum 
University of Durham 

Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor and include a 
daytime telephone n am bee (Fax: 
0171-293 2055; e-mail: letters® 
mdependenLcojok) Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. Back 
issues of the Independent are avail- 
able from Historic Newspapers, 
0800 906609. 


We will not accept 
monster turbines 

From Mr John S. L. Edwards 
Sin G B. Moynihan (ex- Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Energy) writes that 
“The power output of the aver- 
age wind turbine is set to double 
in the next few years", but he 
does not say why. The reason is 
that the latest turbine proposals 
are for much larger turbines - 
there is do magic technological 
improvement, nor can there be, 
because the output of wind tur- 
bines is directly determined by 
the swept area of the rotor. 

The wind power industry, hav- 
ing gained a few outrageous con- 
sents for 300-350 kW turbines 
over the hills of Wales, Cornwall 
the Yorkshire Moors, the Lake 
District and other beautiful 
places, is now trying to exploit 
that precedent by massively 
increasing the size of turbines. 

Here in Gwent, on a beautiful 
hfll above Caerphilly, Mynydd- 
islwyn, there is a planning appli- 
cation by Sir Alfred McAlpme 
for a “demonstration" 1000 kW 
turbine that is as high as a 27- 
storey building and has a rotor 
with a diameter the size of a 20- 
storey building. Even if all fur- 
ther wind power stations were 
allowed to use such monstrous 
machines, more than 12,000 
would still be needed to produce 
just one-tentb of our annual 
electricity consumption. 

I do not believe the public will 
ever accept these thousands of 
turbines, visible on every hill 
from every hilL In principle, 
wind power is a good thing and 
we support it; but the only place 
where it might be practical in 
useful amounts is off-shore, well 
away from low-lying coasts, in 
shallow waters. 

There are plenty such sites 
where large groups of turbines 
could be deployed, and this is 
where the Government ought to 
be diverting its huge subsidies. 
Yours faithfully, 

John S. L. Edwards 
Vice Chair, Gwent Branch 
Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural Wales 
Onen, Monmouth 
17 November 


Patents that may save lives 


From Mr Hugh Mumagfum 
Sin While 1 am delighted that 
there is a prospect of normal life 
returning for a great many of the 
people of Bosma-Herzegovina, I 
find myself feeling uncomfortable 
with the Dayton plan (“Dayton 
deal holds seeds of own destruc- 
tion", 23 November). Perhaps I 
am a cynic, but this appears to be 
the continuation of the policies of 
moral cowardice so evident over 
the past four years. 

I cannot remember partition 
being suggested as the best solu- 
tion in Kuwait, the Falklands or 
Northern Ireland in the past 25 
years. I am convinced, sadly, that 
the agreement at Dayton is an 
unjust, bad peace and, thus, is no 
peace at all. I hope that I am 
wrong, biit I cannot see this as 
anything other than the defeat of 
pluralism at the hands of aggres- 
sive xenophobia. I can merely 
hope that the Western powers are 
willing to act as more than mere 
midwives for this bastardised cre- 
ation, so that the ordinary Bosni- 
ans, of all religions and none, can 
have a chance. 

Yours etc., 

Hugh Murnaghan 
Lancaster 


From Mr Andrew Sheard 
Sir Your contributors to tbe 
On co mo use patent debate 
(reports, 20 November) seem to 
miss a couple of fundamental 
points about the patent system: 

1. A patent does not allow any 
person to make or use the 
patented invention. All it does is 
to enable the patent owner to 
stop others commercialising the 
invention. It does not even pre- 
vent further research into the 
invention. It is merely a weapon 
against piracy. 

2. A patent confers no right of 
ownership on the patented sub- 
ject matter, any more than a 
copyright holder actually owns a 
book, CD or whatever containing 
his copyright work. 

So the Rev Andrew Linze/s 
reported concern (“Geneticists 
lay claim to ‘God’s creature’ ”, 20 
November) that patenting some- 
thing living “usurps the preroga- 
tive of God" actualty poses rather 
less of an ethical dilemma than 
owning a dog. 

Further, Kerin Watkins, fears 
(Another View: “Whose property 
is life?”) that big business will sit 
on patent rights to prevent com- 
mercial exploitation and the alle- 
viation of suffering ignores an 
important point. Even assuming 
that a company has some reason 
for frying to suppress an inven- 
tion that it has patented, our law 
embodies a safeguard against 
such dog-in-a-manger patentees 
by providing compulsory licences 
to force them to make their 
invention available to others on 
reasonable terms (Patents Act 
1977, Section 48). 

Why the resentment about the 
protection of novel and inventive 


Tips are accepted 
with gratitude 

From Ms Hermione Ainley 
Sir While I entirely agree that it 
is iniquitous for restaurants to 
mislead customers, no one is 
obliged to eat in them and those 
who object to what they have to 
pay can vote with their feet 
(“Restaurants ‘should abolish 
tipping* ”, 22 November). 

Like many restaurateurs, we 
do not pay a fall-time staff a liv- 
ing wage. We rely almost entirely 
on part-time students to whom 
we pay a pittance. A service 
charge is not included, is 
absolutely discretionary and is 
not solicited. Ups are most wel- 
come and are accepted with grat- 
itude; I think I can honestly say 
that non-tippers are given equally 
friendly service and their decision 
to leave nothing - based on 
drunkenness, meanness, principle 
or whatever - is greeted swth 


Persecuted? 

Yah, rather 

From Mr Barney Frendergast 
Sin I enjoyed Mary Braid’s arti- 
cle (20 November) on the suf- 
ferings of those who speak with 
regional accents, but there was 
one glaring omission: no refer- 
ence to the way innocent speak- 
ers of RP (Received Pronuncia- 
tion) are accused of being “stuck 
up”, “hoity-toity", “snobbish", 
etc. At 2 per cent of the popula- 
tion, perhaps they are the perse- 
cuted minority. 

Yours faithfully, 

Barney Prendergast 
Walton on Thames, 

Surrey 


advances in technology? Innova- 
tion is a delicate plant and its cul- 
tivation, especially in biotech- 
nology, is vastly expensive. 
Patents give shelter by providing 
a much needed incentive to inno- 
vate. We discourage innovation at 
our peril, particularly in health- 
care. Our lives, and our children's 
lives, may depend on it 
Yours faithfully, 

A. G. Sheard 

Kflbum Strode: European _ 
Patenting Attorneys 
London, WC1 
20 November 

From Ms I'idd Hird 
Sin One of the key issues not cov- 
ered in the outcry over patenting 
of life forms (“Government gave 
animal patents”, 21 November) is 
that of need. In addition to the 
ethical and moral concerns, surely 
patents should be considered on 
the issue of whether we actually 
need the products? Woollier 
sheep, or cows which produce 
obscene amounts of milk are not 
needed to feed the world - they 
are produced by companies want- 
ing to be first in the race to make 
money on their “inventions". 

Smaller producers eventually 
find their market flooded with 
the new produce and consumers 
have little choice but to buy it. 
Sadly, turning companies’ vast 
R&D investments towards more 
long-term solutions to major food 
or medical problems is an 
unlikely prospect. 

Yours sincerely, 

Vicki Hird 

Sustainable Agriculture, 

Food and Environment Alliance 
London, SW1 
22 November 


good humour. However, our stu- 
dents know that the way they 
treat customers can directly affect 
the amount they take home, and 
this increases both incentive and 
enjoyment 

As a result of this policy, on 
busy days both we and our staff 
make- money and are happy, 
while on slack days - not yet a 
thing of the past - low wages min- 
imise the damage. I hope I am 
right in saying that there are 
people out there who would wish 
us to survive. One of the reasons 
we have lasted 10 years is our 
clear statement that our prices 
indude VAT but not service. 

The Consumers' Association's 
long-waged campaign against tip- 
ping is merely an irritant Legis- 
lation would be a sledgehammer 
to crack a nut, and as nuts we 
would not welcome it. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hermione Ainley 
Edwards of Crick 
Crick, Northamptonshire 


When God came 
to dinner 

From The Rev Dr T. Ambrose 
Sin Sister Mfllicent Olga should 
know better than to describe 
God as a vegetarian (Letters, 21 
November). Abel, the shepherd, 
was preferred to Cain, the tiller 
of the soil. And when God came 
to dinner, Abraham killed the fat- 
ted calf (Genesis 18:7). 

The picture of the Holy Trin- 
ity waiting for dinner (the icon of 
the Trinity) is world famous. ■ 
Yours faithfully, 

T. Ambrose 

St Andrew’s Church 

Witchford, 

Cambridgeshire 
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God help the Princesses of Wales A 0386 of cheap 

Ignored, betrayed, evicted, debarred - Diana’s predecessors suffered for marrying the heir to the throne ^0OK9/ 6 ^ 


P rincesses of Wales are actually 
pretty rare creatures, oartlv 


Princes of Wales. Many heins to the 
throne did not bear the title. Most of 
the few Princes of Wales either died 
or came to the throne before marriage 
was deemed appropriate. 

Things didn’t start too badly ibr 
Princesses of Wales. Edward, Prince of 
Wales, aka the Black Prince, married 
Joan Countess, aka the Fair Maid of 
Rent, when he was 31. Princess Joan 
had caused something of a scandal 
before she caught the prince's eye by 
being contracted to one man and 
married to another, and then being 
made to leave the one and return to 
the other, but nobody seems to have 
held it against her. Princess Di could 
take heart from that. 

Joan’s husband considerately died 
at much the same time that she and 
the prince got together, and they 
thought ii best to get married without 
too much ado - without informing the 
monarch, for example, and possibly 
without making sure that the papal dis- 
pensation was coming through. 

Widowed Joan wasn’t much older 
than our Di, but evidently much more 
mature. She must have been quite 
cute; when she was over 50 she was 
surprised on the road by Wycllffiie 
rebels, who contented themselves with 
stealing kisses and set her free. No 
bulimia for her, in middle age she was 
too fat to move. 

Catherine of Aragon was engaged 
to many Arthur Tudor when he was 
one and she was two; married to him 
and publicly bedded when she was 15. 


The spouses could only speak to each 
other through the bishops who 
franslated their Spanish or English, 
first into Latin for each other, and 
then back again into English or Span- 
ish for the spouses. At least Di and 
Chuck speak the same language, 
though they may not mean the same 
thing by iL 

In those days, there was no Ken- 
sington Palace and Highgrovc; the 
Prince of Whies had lo live in Whies, 
so off the two kids went to keep what 
one imagines was a rather dismal 
court at Ludlow. 

When Arthur died there a year later 
of the swearing sickness, Catherine, 
according to her own account, was still 
a virgin. Then Henry VIPs queen died, 
so he suggested himself as a bride- 
groom for his daughter-in-law; the 
poor girl escaped this fate only to be 
betrothed to Arthur’s 14-year-old 
brother, Henry. 

Negotiations were deliberately kept 
inconclusive as Henry VII looked for 
a richer bride for his son. Because of 
problems related to her dowry pay- 
ments, Catherine had so little money 
made available io her that she was 
down to her second-last dress long 
before Henry VII died and Henry VTJ3 
decided that he needed a queen. The 
rest, as they say, is history. 

Princess Caroline of Wiles got her- 
self entangled in a religious dispute 
almost as soon as she reached Eng- 
land. She had lo endure her husband’s 
infidelities with pradically all of her 
ladies-in-waiting, but was obliged to 
leave St James's with him when he was 
banished by her father-in-law, George 



GERMAINE GREER 


The record of this 
family ... if only Lady 
Diana Spencer had 
had a history O-level 


1, because the monarch haled her even 
more than he did bis son. 

As the feud between father and son 
intensified the king insisted on taking 
control of her children, so there is cer- 
tainly a Hanoverian precedent for 
that kind of thing. 

Caroline did make it to the throne, 
however, after which she did pretty 
much as she liked. She said of her son. 
Frederick, Prince ofWdes, that he was 
the “greatest ass, and the greatest liar, 
and the greatest canaille , and the 
greatest beast in the whole world”, and 
she, for one. heartily wished him out 
of iL Nice family. 

Among Frederick's crimes was a 
disastrous attempt to many a woman 
called Lady Diana Spencer, fortu- 
nately averted. He eventually married 
the unfortunate Princess Augusta, of 


whose pregnancy he neglected to 
inform the monarch and so they were 
flung out of St James's. Do we really 
want lo know any more about the: 
family? 

Though George m may have mar- 
ried one or two people of obscure birth 
when he was Prince of Wales, there 
was no Princess of Wales. When 
George IV was Prince of V&Ies he 
went through a morganatic marriage 
with Mrs Fitzfaerben and lived with 
her openly. The ructions this caused 
make this Parker-Bowles business 
look like a storm in rather less than a 
teacup. 

Then he proceeded to drive bis 
father out of his mind, which proved 
easier then expected. He had to be 
bribed to many, and when he did 
eventually marry he treated his good- 
hearted German frau, Caroline 
Amelia Elisabeth of Wolfenbdttel, 
with contempt and derision. 

Her husband’s mistress made the 
Princess’s life a misery; instead of pro- 
ducing the heir plus a spare, which is 
the Princess of Wiles’s real job. not 
opening things and holding bands 
and reigning in hearts and all the guff, 
she produced a daughter, whereupon 
the Prince of W&lcs abandoned her. 
She would not be allowed even to 
bring up her child. 

Alter a formal separation she lived 
in seclusion, but somehow the word 
got about that she thought herself 
pregnant A commission of inquiry was 
ordered and she was seen to be inno- 
cent, but when her husband became 
Regent she was ignored. Debarred 
from court, she returned to Europe, 


where she allowed herself a James 
Hewitt or two. 

She was offered a reasonably gen- 
erous allowance, provided she would 
never expect or make any attempt to 
be crowned Queen of England. This 
she refused. 

When George HI died, she returned 
io England, and was welcomed with 
ovations from the populace. But it 
made no odds being Queen in people’s 
hearts. Ac Act of Parliament “to 
deprive her majesty, Caroline Amelia 
Elizabeth, of the Titles, Prerogatives, 
Rights, Privileges, and Exemptions of 
Queen Consort of The Realm, and to 
dissolve the marriage between his 
Majesty and the said Caroline Amelia 
Elizabeth", was brought in the House 
of Lords. Though the House was furi- 
ously divided, though her husband had 
treated her abominably, though bis 
infidelities had greatly eclipsed her 
mrvtegf attachments, the divorce dause 
was carried in committee. The vote in 
the House was prorogued. 

Loving messages of sympathy and 
support flooded in from her loyal 
public, but when Caroline tried to 
enter the abbey for the coronation die 
was simply barred. The firm had closed 
ranks. Ifen days later, Caroline was 
dead. When the citizens of London 
mobbed her funeral procession, the 
Life Guards fired on the crowd. 

The people would have crowned 

Camlmft if tfipy could There is qn Icin g - 

dom in people’s hearts. If Lady Diana 
Spencer had known the record of this 
family, if she had had a history O-leveL, 
she might have learnt that the Princess I 
of Wales is a title written in tears. 


"'-'t llvf. Once we had public services. Now They are out to get Us, so we sue them when things go wrong 

Watch out! There’s a victim about 


S haron Wood of Hartlepool was followed for 
a month by a team of private detectives. She 
bad no idea who was photographing and video- 
ing her, but she became so afraid that she called 
in the police. Embarrassingly, it turned out to 
be gumshoes hired by her local authority’s 
insurance company. They were inv estigating a 
personal injury claim, where a woman had trip- 
ped on the pavement and was suing the council 
for damages. They needed to know whether the 
woman really was as seriously incapacitated as 
die claimed. Unfortunate^, the acdtientliap- 
pened in 1991 and the woman concerned had 
moved house since theft. They were following the ' 
wrong person. 

Sharon Wood is outraged by the invasion of 
her privacy. It was frightening, she felt harassed 
and she feared her children were about to be kid- 
napped. 1 called her to ask what her response 
was to this intrusion. She is suing the local 
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authority for compensation, of course. On the 
face of it, she has suffered at the hands of her 
local authority. But since it was an honest mis- 
take, how aggrieved should she be? Some may 
think her story is a sinister example of the creep- 
ing invasion of snooping officialdom- But since 
we live in litigious times, with personal injury 
claims against local authorities having increased 
eight-fold in 10 years, there have to be checks 
on fraudulent or exaggerated claims where 
often only investigation will reveal the truth. 

The boom in litigation is part of a deeper 
change in national attitudes. An atheistical 
society no longer accepts the concept of the Act 
of God. Now we have mastered nature, now we 
have rolled back the frontiers of life and death, 
we believe ourselves to be all-powerful. The flip- 
side of this coin is that some human somewhere 
is always responsible for everything that happens. 
There is no more bad lode someone has to take 
the blame. 
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No win, no fee ... the search is on for someone to sue 


Photograph: Hutton Deutsch 


Everything now conspires to urge people to 
sue. Since May, solicitors have been allowed to 
operate a No Win No Fee service, taking up cases 
for a 25 per cent share of the proceeds. All the 




cover the other side's costs in the event of fail- 
ure. It makes having a go a very good prospect 
The Law Society offers an “acrid ent line”, so you 
ran phone up. for the name of the local expert 
in personal injury, cases if you want to sue the 
greengrocer who left the banana skin on the 
pavement , .. . 

There are ambulance-chasing advertising 
posters up in many accident and emergency 
departments of hospitals, urging people who 
have had accidents to contact firms of sobatots. 
Local newspapers are packed with advertise- 
ments for solicitors touting for personal injury 


business. In Bleak House, Dickens wrote: “The 
. one great principle of the &tgfish laws to make 
business of itself.” 

Since the introduction of No Win No Fee, 
there is a new breed of disreputable agent. They 
stop people in the street, often under the guise 
of opinion polling, and, among other questions, 
ask them whether they have had any kind of acci- 
dent recently. When they have collected a list of 
the names and addresses of victims, they sell 
them to local law firms, which will contact these 
people and offer them free litigation. Go for it, 
everyone urges. 

Of course, it does at last give people much 
fairer access to the law. Where once the risk of 
suing was so great, few but the rich dared tiy iU 
now everyone with a reasonable case has a 
chance. But the danger is that it changes every 
minor accident into a lottery win in the courts. 
It seems to me neither a moral attitude nor a 
healthy one for the individual- It certainly 
encourages dishonesty. One council discovered 


a whole family had made trip-and-slip claims 
over several years. 

Private investigators, like the lawyers, are mak- 
ing a fortune out of this booming business. “Hie 
persona] injury claim is an active market,” says 
a spokesman for the Association of British Inves- 
tigators. “It has doubled in the past 10 years.” 
He adds, unctuously, “It may be the breaking 


made people less moral about trying to take 
money off insurance companies.” 

The Association of British Insurers, polling 
public honesty, found that nearly one in five peo- 
ple agrees with the proposition that: “The insur- 
ance companies can afford to pay, so it is worth 
having a go.” 

Law Society research suggests that about 4 per 
cent of people have an accident each year, and 
some 20 per cent of those take advice on com- 
pensation. Naturally, the lawyers think this is too 
few and that more people should be claiming 
more money. Are they right? I find it particularly 


repugnant that people are so eager to sue coun- 
cils and health authorities for relatively minor 
matters, thus draining on mmtinal funds from the 
rest of society. 

No one would suggest that gross cases of neg- 
ligence and heinous injury do not require com- 
pensation, but the difficulty is drawing a line 
between these and more routine matters. Many 
litigants might be deflected if they could only get 
prompt explanations and decent apologies from 
officialdom. Doctors are notoriously slow to 
admit any error, but then they have become so 
afraid of litigation that they dare not apologise. 
Increasingly, good, hard-working doctors under 
stress find themselves sued for doing their best 
What may have been an understandable error 
is turned into an expensive drain on NHS 
resources. Cases of medical negligence have 
leapt up; in 1985, legal insurance cost a GP (at 
today’s prices) f 483. This year it costs £1,495. It 

It is part of the victim 
culture, where everyone 
wants his due with little 
consideration of what he owes 


must be permissible to make routine errors in 
any job and yet we seem to have reached a point 
where anyone doing less well than the best may 
be subjected to legal challenge. 

All this is a symptom of an idea of a society 
in wbicb there is no risk and where no risk is ever 
acceptable. An individual may seek out risk for 
fun, in mountaineering, pot-holing or some other 
dangerous pursuit - but even then he expects a 
Sea King helicopter or a mountain rescue team 
to get him out of trouble. 

Life is full of risks, but we have become 
increasingly bad at assessing and accepting 
them for whai they are. Some 3,600 people a year 
die on the roads, but there is scarcely any polit- 
ical mileage in road safety. Yet whatever hap- 
pens, however bizarre the circumstances, some- 
one must always be to blame. So if a paving stone 
subsides and someone trips, it must be the coun- 
cil’s fault. The Association of British Insurers 
dates a key change in our national attitude from 
the two great storms of 1987 and 1990: suddenly 
everyone knew someone who bad cashed in. 

However, it goes far deeper in the national 


victim culture, where everyone wants his due with 
little consideration of what he owes. It is the 
Patients’ Charter and the Citizen’s Charter 
mentality, designed to sharpen up public services, 
which instead sent out a message that public ser- 
vice owes you. People do need rights and 
redress against inhuman and incompetent treat- 
ment, but in the public sector a brisk and effect- 
ive complaints procedure would often be a bet- 
ter route than compensation. 

There used to be a measure of pride and a 
sense of common ownership in the public ser- 
vices people used Now people sue them. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 



T here is a trial 
at the mom 


JL at the moment that is 
believed to be the fi rst o f its 
kind anywhere in the world, in 
which the defendant is accused 
of forging bar codes. Here is an 
extract: 

fyvnng«»i- Could the defendant 
tell the court bis name? 
Briggs: Yes, I could 
Counsel: Then pray do so. 
BH geg My name is John Lilias 
Briggs. 

Pnnntrt: And, on the 14th of 
July last, did you enter the 
shop known as Hateways and 
proceed to the check-out bear- 
ing a large bottle of vodka? 
Judge: Just a momenL 
Co unset Yes, mTord? 

Judge: Is there really a shop 
called Hateways? 

Counsel: No, trilud It is a fic- 
titious name, compounded of 
elements of Gateway, Safeway 
and so on. to give the impres- 
sion of a well-known store with- 
out actually naming iL 
Judge: Why do you not wish to 
name it? 

Counsel: It is not my wish, 
mTud It is the wish of Sains- 
bury’s to keep its name out of 
the trial, to avoid being held up 
to ridicule. 

Judge: So Sainsbuiy's is the 
store in question, is it? 
Counsel: No comment. 

Judge: Bair enough. Carry on. 
Counsel: So, John Lilias Briggs, 
on 14 July 1995 you approached 
the check-out at Hateways 
bearing a bottle of vodka? 
Briggs: I did 

Counsel: The cashier passed 
the bottle over the bar-code 
reader? 

Briggs: She did 
Counsel: She then said “70p, 
please, love”, or words to that 
effect, dd she not? 

Briggs: Yes. 

Counsel: Wbat happened next? 
Briggs: She then said* “Hold 
on! A bottle of vodka’s got to 
be more than 70p!” So she 
called for the supervisor. 
Counsel: We shall hear from 
the supervisor in due course, 
who will testify that Mr Briggs 
had affixed a bar code of his 
own manufacture to the bottle 
of vodka, designed to read out 
a low price at the check-out. Mr 
Briggs is a designer of bar 
codes by trade, and has devised 
a scheme whereby he can sub- 
stitute low-price bar codes for 
high-price ones. We believe, 
though we do not yet have the 
evidence, that Mr Briggs 
recently bought a car for 
£13.99. 

Judge: If I may interpose here, 
might I inquire what a bar 
code is? 

Counsel: Jumping Jebosaphat! 
Well, mlud, a bar code is an 
arrangement of black lines and 
spaces ... 

Judge: It’s all right, Mr Robert- 
son. I know perfectly well what 
a bar code is. I was just wind- 
ing you up. 

Counsel: Thank you. mTud. 
Now, Mr Briggs, when you 


were accused by the supervisor 
of this crime ... 

Briggs: What crime? 

Counsel: Affixing a false bar 
code. 

Briggs: That is not a crime. 
Counsel: You say that it is legal 
to change the price on an object 
before buying it? 

Briggs: There was no price on 
the object. Very few items in big 
shops these days have prices on. 
Zf it bad no price on it, bow 
could I change it? 

Judge: He has a good point 
there, Mr Robertson. 

Counsel: Ah, but the bar code 
is the same as a price. 

Briggs: Not at alL The bar 
code leads to the read-out of a 
price, it is true, but that price 
can be changed at any time by 
the management of Aztec. 
Counsel: Aztec? There is a 
store called Aztec? 

Briggs: No. It is a fictitious 
name, formed by using ele- 
ments from ibe names of stores 
such as Asda and Tesco. 
Counsel: But you do not deny 
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you changed the bar code on the 
bottle of vodka in an attempt to 
pay less for H than you would 
otherwise have done? 

Briggs: Don’t I? 

Counsel: Well, do you? 

Briggs: Do I what? 

Counsel: Deny ft? 

Briggs: Deny what? 

Counsel: What I just said. 
Briggs: What did you say? 
Counsel: 1 can’t remember. 
Judge: Mr Robertson, why not 
try asking the defendant a sim- 
ple question and see how we 
get on? 

Counsel: Yes, mTud. Mr Briggs, 
how much do you normally 
pay for a bottle of vodka? 
Briggs: 70p. 

Counsel: You mean to tell the 
court you think 7 Op is the nor- 
mal price of a bottle of vodka? 
Brig^: It is when I buy iL 
Counsel: You therefore make 
an enormous profit whenever 
you buy vodka. 

Briggs: Not at all. It is not 
cheap to manufacture fake bar 
codes. It’s very expensive. I 
probably make a net loss on my 
bar-code transactions. 
Counsel: Then why not pay 
the price marked on the bottle? 
Briggs: There is no price 
marked. I am simply trying to 
help out Messrs Oddbottoms. 
Judge: Is there really a shop 
called Oddbottoms? 

Briggs: No, my lord. It is a fic- 
titious name based on elements 
of Oddbins and Bottoms Up. 
{The case continues .) 
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DAMP? 

CURE IT PERMANENTLY 
WITH WALLGUARD 


- A SYSTEM PROVEN IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


The Villgurd ceramic tube system of 
damp removal and p re ve ntio n has been in use 
in ancient and famous buildings for many 
yean. A prime example is Wcsumnsier Abbey 
in which die system was first fined in 1932 — 
and w» recently added to by Wallgturd. 
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Yon can have the Wallgnard system 
insulted in yonr home io core rising damp or 
replace a convendonal damp proof course that 
has bailed. 

Since WaDgnard is normally fined from the 
outside, internal wall surfaces and decorations 
need nor be disturbed — unless they are 
already badly affected. 

Brick, Stone. Granite etc. Whatever 
thickness of wall we can do iL 

Lsx^Andxxity&B tokBr gSaanyAppttxtd 

NO MAINTENANCE NO MESS NO FUSS 

Abo ask about our condensation and mould control service. 

WALLGUARD 


YOU'RE HOME AND DRY 
For further details or to arrange for a survey 

PHONE US FREE ON 0800508608 

— no postage required to: WaDguard Manchester M16 8HB. 
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IN BRIEF 


North West Water merger provisions 

North West Water, which yesterday reported a 22 per cent rise 
in interim profits. may make provisions of up to £100m in the 
second half to cover restructuring at newly acquired Norweb. 
The company said the merger had produced savings of about 
£70m this year, but analysts said failure to make provisions at 
half-way meant one large charge was likely at the year-end, 
estimated at anywhere between £40m and £iOOm. 

Pre-tax profits of £167m. up from £136.Sm. were at the top 
end of forecasts. Labour's employment spokesman lan McCartney 
said the figure was an “obscenity when thousands faced job cuts". 
The company becomes United Utilities on 1 January. 

Greenbury ‘derailment’ threat 

The Greenbuiy Committee's report on corporate governance 
is in danger of being derailed by “powerful voices" with a vest- 
ed interest in seeing it fail, it was claimed yesterday. Geoff Lindey. 
chairman of the National Association of Pension Funds invest- 
ment committee, told NAPF delegates at a one-day conference 
in London that opponents of Greenbury must not be allowed 
to blunt its recommendations. 

Industry View, page 26 

Lucas chief staying put 

Lucas said its chief executive, George Simpson, who was tipped I 
as a possible successor to Lord We instock at GEC. would be I 
staying with the company. The comments, at yesterday’s annu- 
al meeting, was the first public statement by the company since 
speculation began. Mr Simpson's con tract runs until March 1997. 

Delta to expand Heathrow operation 

Delta, the giant US airline, is to invest in a new mulfi-million- 
pound sales and reservation centre at Heathrow. The investment 
is said to include a grant from the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry, and will create about 200 jobs. The company is expect- 
ed to announce next week the consolidation of its 22 European 
offices into two, at London and Frankfurt 

Mothercare lifts Storehouse 

A strong performance from the Mothercare chain of children’s 
shops has boosted profits at Storehouse, the BhS retail group. 
Mothercare profits jumped by 120 per cent to £9.3rn in the six 
months to October helped by better stock control and fewer dis- 
counts. Profits at BhS also improved though sales were affect- 
ed by the heatwave. Group profits were up 42 per cent to £34 Jm. 

Investment Col umn, page 26 


Saturn boost for Sega 

Sega, the computer games company, has sold more than 50,000 
units of its Saturn system, buoyed by a 70 per cent sales growth 
in the past month. Marketing director Noel Dardis said the sys- 
tem had captured 50 per cent of the market for the new-gen- 
eralion advanced computer games, despite being outgunned by 
Sony PlatySto lion's £20m advertising campaign. 

Gartmore ‘bid' by US bank 

Nationsbank. the US bank which owns stockbroker Panmure 
Gordon. Is rumoured lo have tabled a 280p unofficial offer for 
Gartmore, the fond manager, being sold by Jndosuez, the French 
bank. The offer would value Gartmore at £565m. 




Forte plans radical defence against Granada bid 
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MATHEW HORSMAN 
and JOHN SHEPHERD 

The besieged Forte hotels 
group was believed last night to 
be considering radical mea- 
sures to ward off Granada’s un- 
wanted £33bn bid. The options 
include a firesale of Ley assets, 
an acquisition overseas and the 
appointment of a chief execu- 
tive to work alongside Sir Roc- 
co Forte, who holds that post in 
addition to being chairman. 

Meanwhile, Granada said its 
offer document could be pub- 
lished as early as this weekend. 

City sources said the hostile 
shares and cash offer, worth 
329p a share at last night's 


closing price for Granada of 
653p, would have to be raised 
to secure outright victory. The 
break-up value of Forte was 
reckoned to be close to 400p. 
Forte shares rose 3.5p to close 
at351p. 

Analysts said talk of a radi- 
cal defence from Forte was un- 
likely to save the group from 
takeover but could extract a 
higher price. NatWest Securities 
wrote in a research note: “It is 
our view that there wifi even- 
tually be a mar ginal sweetening 
of the deal." 

The emergence of a rival bid 
remained unlikely, despite mar- 
ket rumours. Suutoiy, the 
Japanese drinks giant, formal- 


ly denied that it had made, or 
would make, plans to bid. 

Thlk that Bis might be a bid- 
der was also discounted. How- 
ever, there was a separate 
rumour yesterday that Bass, 
owner of the Holiday Inn chain 
and Coral betting shops, may be 
considering a takeover bid for 
Ladbroke, owner of the Hilton 
chain outside the US and the 
market-leading Ladbroke rac- 
ing group. Ladbroke has a mar- 
ket ~ capitalisation of £1.6bn. 
Bass declined to comment. 

It is believed that Forte may 
be looking for buyers for a few 
of its so-called “trophy" hotels, 
as well as its extensive restau- 
rant holdings, including the 


Little Chef and Happy Eater 
chains. The company s motor- 
way service sites might also be 
earmarked for disposal- It was 
believed the group could raise 
as much as£lbn from the sales, 
enough nearly to wipe out debt. 

An announcement to expand 
the Meridien chain was also 
th o ught possible. Granada had 
promised that it would use 
Meridien as a prime vehicle for 
growth if its bid was successful. 

Merchant banks in the City 
were said to be feverishing 
drawing up lists of potentially 
interested parties, both in the 
UK and overseas, likely buyers 
of Forte assets, whether sold by 
the predator or the target, in- 


clude wealthy individuals such 
as the Sultan of Brunei and 
Prince Waleed and companies 
such as Sheraton and Mairiot. 

The Granada camp was dis- 
missive of any plans by Forte to 
restr ucture: “We think that they 
are panicking. Just talking 
about sales doesn’t address the 
essentia] issues. The important 
thing is what Granada brings — 
getting costs out, margins up 
and generating value for share- 
holders." 

The current Forte manage- 
ment has already launched a dis- 
posals programme - for 
example, putting the US Trav- 
e lodge chain up for sale. It is 
also believed to be ready to sell 


Electric shock: Shares plunge after National Power and PowerGen offers are stopped , A.HCIGC 


Lang refers 
power bids 
to mergers 
commission 
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MARY RAGAN 
and PETER RODGERS 

The Government sent shock 
waves through the electricity in- 
dustry by referring the takeover 
bids by National Power for 
Southern Electric and Power- 
Gen for Midlands Electricity to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

The decision sent shares in 
Southern pl umm e ting by 62p to 
913p and those in Midlands by 
59p to 918p. Shares in Nation- 
al Power fell 16p to 478p and 
FowerGen’s shares closed down 
21p at 540p. 

The decision, which was 
hailed as a triumph by the Na- 
tional Consumer C-oundl, fu- 
elled speculation that US or 
European predators would now 
swoop on the two regional elec- 
tricity companies. There is also 
a view that Southern and Mid- 
lands might seek to merge to 
fend off a hostile foreign attack. 
A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Hade and Industry said: 
“There is nothing to stop any- 
one else coming in while the 
MMC is looking at this." 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, sakt “1 have de- 
rided to refer the Power- 
Gen/Midlands Electricity and 
National FVrwer/Southera merg- 
ers lo the MMC because I con- 
sider that each of them raises 
competition concerns in the 
generation and supply of elec- 
tricity in England and Wales." 

Mr Lang’s statement is in 


sharp contrast to his clearance 
of fore earlier bids, including 
that for Manweb by Scottish 
Power, which is also a substan- 
tial generator. 

One Whitehall source said 
the City had been wrong to as- 
sume that these had set a prece- 
dent as the Government had 
always made it clear that each 
case would be examined on its 
merits. “These bids involve very 
difficult issues - of a different 
order of magnitude from the 
others. Whichever way you look 
at it, it is a major structural 
change which is being 
proposed." 

The takeovers would have 
been a significant move to- 
wards reintegrating the indus- 
try into the structure that was 
dismantled by the Government 
before it was privatised. But Mr 
Lang added: “In general I do 
not believe that vertical inte- 
gration is inherently objection- 
able whether in the electricity 
industry or elsewhere. Howev- 
er. in these two cases the struc- 
tural change proposed could 
have an effect on the develop- 
ment of competition in the in- 
dustry. This will, of course, be 
a matter for the MMC lo con- 
sider and on which they will 
need to reach their own 
conclusions.” 

Keith Henry, chief executive 
of National Power, said: “We 
are naturally very disappointed 
at this unexpected decision. 
We shall vigorously press the 
merits of our case with the 
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Power play: lan Lang found competition concerns in the two latest bids 


MMC." Mr Henry warned that 
National Power may now find 
it difficult to sell 4,000 
megawatts of power plant - as 
demanded by Offer, the regu- 
lator - because potential buyers 
would be nervous about tire 
structure of the industry. 

RawerGen, which has already 
spent almost £400m buying 21 
per cent of Midlands, also 


vowed to fight on the grounds 
that it has a “compelling busi- 
ness and competition case". 
Both PowerGen's £1.95bn bid 
and National Power’s £2.8bn 
proposed takeover now auto- 
matically lapse. 

One City analyst said: 
““Everyone is wondering what 
will happen to the regional 
companies that are left and 


what will happen to the gener- 
ators if they are tied up at the 
MMC for months.” He said po- 
tential American predators in- 
cluded Houston Industries, 
Texas Utilities and Pacific Gas 
and Electric. There is also a view 
that European companies, in- 
cluding Tractabel of Belgium, 
may attack. 

Comment, page 25 


Littlewoods plans £250m share buy-back 


NIGEL COPE 

Hie battle for control of Lit- 
tlewoods. the football pools 
and retail empire, took a new 
turn yesterday when the com- 
pany proposed a £250m share 
buy-back. The proposal is de- 
signed to offer an exit route for 
members of the controlling 
Moores family and maintain the 
company's independence. 

Littlewoods also warned that 
it expected this year’s profits to 
be “some way below” last year’s 
level of £116m. It blamed the 
National Lottery for damaging 


its pools business, but also said 
Ira ring conditions were difficult 
for its chain stores and that its 
home shopping division was 
suffering from weaker sales 
and higher bad debts. 

The share buy-back proposal 
is seen as an attempt by the 
Littlewoods board to scupper 
the indicative £1.2bn offer for 
the company by Barry Dale, the 
former chief executive. 

The board's efforts were im- 
mediately criticised by the Dale 
camp which said the proposals 
lacked substance and would 
push the company deep into 


debL Mr Dale's consortium, 
which is being advised by Daw- 
nay Day merchant bank, was 
working through last night on 
a response which should be is- 
sued today. 

The Littlewoods proposals 
were contained in a circular sent 
by Leonard van Geest chair- 
man, to the 32 members of the 
Moores family who own all the 
shares in the Liverpool-based 
group. Dated 22 November, it 
stales that the board is prepared 
to spend £200m-£250m on btty- 
ing back shares from family 
members who may wish to sell. 


It declined to name a price, 
saying this would only be de- 
cided after consultation with the 
family. However, it is likely to 
be significantly below the in- 
dicative S48p-a-share offer from 
Mr Dale. 

It adds that more than £250m 
could be spent but this may have 
a detrimental effect on the 
business which is currently debt- 
free. “It would be more likely 
that the group would need to 
make disposals to help pay for 
any share purchases," it says. 

Jim Michie, Littlewoods fi- 
nance director said: “If there are 


a few [shareholders] who want 
out, then why don’t we set up 
another buy-back device. 

“What we are saying is that, af- 
ter 70 years in business, why rush? 
You have plenty of lime to come 
lo a rational conclusion." 

Advising shareholders to re- 
ject the Dale offer, the Uttie- 
woods board also urged Moores 
family members to wait for the 
outcome of two reviews of the 
business due for completion 
later this month. 

It added that it had received 
several other offers for parts of 
the business. 


rejects 

Norway 

approach 

RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Amec construction group yes- 
terday rejected a takeover ap- 
proach from Kvaemer, a 
Norwegian shipping and engi- 
neering group, which mounted 
a dawn raid in the stock mar- 
ket for 12 per cent of the com- 
pany’s shares. 

Kvaerner paid lOOp a share, 
and after a fruitless 40-minute 
meeting with the Amec board 
announced that any further 
purchases would not be at a 
higher price. 

Kvaerner did not make a 
firm offer, but at lOOp a share 
analysts said Amec’s ordinary 
and a large number of prefer- 
ence shares would be valued at 
more than £370m. Amec shares 
rose 2lp to 9 9p. 

Sir Alan Codtshaw, chairman 
of Amec, said that such a price 
grossly undervalued the com- 
pany, which was beginning to 
see some of the benefits of re- 
structuring after a long period 
of depression. 

It is thought that both sides 
accepted the industrial logic of 
closer co-operation. Kvaemer, 
whose interests range from pa- 
per to shipping, has substantial 
facilities building oil and gas 
platforms, while Amec has 
management expertise. 

Kvaemer said yesterday that 
it was only interested in a 
takeover of Amec, not closer 
links, and was considering its op- 
tions, though analysts said Nor- 
wegian companies rarely 
mounted hostile takeovers. 
Kvaemer has grown organically, 
and by agreed acquisitions. 

Kvaemer chief executive Erik 
Toenseth, chief executive of 
Kvaemer, said: “Having sought 
constructive discussions with 
Sir Alan Cocks haw at a meet- 
ing which took place today, I 
was disappointed that we were 
not able to make progress. 
While Sir Alan clearly recog- 
nised tile industrial logic of ex- 
tensive co-operation between 
our two firms, we were unable 
to agree on a way forward." 

Yesterday's share raid, exe- 
cuted by SBC ^fcrburg, netted 
20 million shares, and sparked 
widespread speculation that ei- 
ther McAJpine or the French 
Bouygues group were behind 
the purchase. 

Howard Proctor, building 
analyst at SG Strauss Turnbull, 
said he was surprised anybody 
would want to buy control or a 
stake in any UK contractor, giv- 
en the sector's present troubles. 

Ail Britain’s contractors have 
seen their margins pressed 
down to virtually nothing this 
year and say they are struggling 
to secure new contracts that pay. 

Comment, page 25 


Sliding exchange volumes 
trigger warning at Exco 


New team at Reed Regional 
seeks more newspaper deals 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Exco, the moneybraking group, 
suffered a 2 Ip fall in its share 
price to 120p after warning 
that full-year profits would be 
“markedly below market ex- 
pectations.” Last year’s flotation 
price was 175p. 

The company has been hit 
hard by falling foreign exchange 
volumes and has already cut 150 
jobs this year. Carel Mossel- 
mans, chairman, said Exco ex- 
pected to report a fall in 
turnover in the full year similar 
to the 13 per cent decline re- 
ported for the six months to 
June 30. He added that, since 
his cautious half-year report, 
volumes in wholesale financial 
markets had fallen further. 

Exco has already taken re- 
structuring action with the aim 
of cutting total operating costs 
by £lSm in a foil year. It said it 
expected an exceptional cost of 


share price, pence 
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£4ro in the current year from the 
measures. It wQl maintain its fi- 
nal dividend of 6p, making a to- 
tal of 9p for the year. This puts 
Exco on an historic price-earn- 
ing ratio of 1 1 and a gross yield 
of 9 per cent 

Analysts downgraded their 
forecasts for full-year profits 
from £27m-£29m to 
£16m-£19m. Robert Mumby 
of BZW said: “Ir’s a bit dire. 


The scale of the decline in rev- 
enues in the second half is 
pretty devastating. It has re- 
covery potential next year." 

Simon Whittock of Merrill 
Lynch said Exco was suffering 
from two things. “The foreign 
exchange industry is undergo- 
ing a structural change from 
voice-based traders [such as 
Exco] to screen-based ones like 
Reuters. Secondly, the banks 
are not letting their traders 
wheel and dealin the way they 
rid in the past before the Bar- 
ings disaster." 

Peter Edge replaced Ron 
Sandler as Exco's chief execu- 
tive in October 1994. Mr San- 
dler - now chief executive of 
Lloyd’s of London - left with a 
£297,000 pay-off three months 
after he floated the company 
out of administration. Exco 
had been part of the British & 
Commonwealth financial con- 
glomerate that failed at the 
end of the 1980s. 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
and DAVID HELUER 

The acquisitive appetite of new 
owners at the 129-title Reed Re- 
gional newspaper group is far 
from being satisfied, and more 
purchases are already being 
planned. 

“Ear from selling off titles, we 
are planning to expand,” Jim 
Brown, Reed Regional’s chief 
executive, said. 

Mr Brown and other key 
managers of the former Reed 
Elsevier subsidiary have in- 
vested “substantial amounts of 
money" in the winning bid, led 
by US buyout specialists KKR. 
The group saw off four other 
bids, including one horn venture 
capital firm Electra. paying 
£2U5m for the titles. 

The group intends to change 
its name as soon as posable, prob- 
ably to Prospect Media, and is 
looking at a range of regional 
newspapers that may be for sale. 


One target could be the 120 
regional titles owned tty United 
News & Media, rumoured lo be 
available at the right price. 
United's regional titles include 
the Yorkshire Evening Post, the 
Sheffield Star, the South Wales 
Argus and the Lancashire 
Evening Post, and might be 
worth £200m. 

“Of course we would be in- 
terested if they became avail- 
able," Mr Brown said. "They 
would make a good fit with our 
existing titles." 

The acquisition strategy 
would be financed by KKR, 
which will have three seats on 
the group’s board of nine or 10 
members. 

KKR was first made aware of 
the attractions of the Reed ti- 
tles by Glenisla. its London af- 
filiate, set up 1 8 months ago by 
lan^ Martin, former deputy- 
chairmau of Grand Metropol- 
itan and now chairman of 
Unigate. 


Mr Martin said that the new 
management “was looking for 
acquisitions both in newspapers 
and in parallel media". He dis- 
counted suggestions the market 
for regional newspapers was un- 
exciting. 

“If you provide high-quality 
editorial and a creative use of 
colour, even on free newspa- 
pers, it is possible to win. KKR’s 
positron is that the management 
team is paramount... a good 
team in a sector with potential 
is what we are looking for." 

Acquisitions would be easy to 
finance. “We are well-capi- 
talised, but at the end of the day, 
if we need money, KKR will set 
it up for us." 

Mr Brown said his group 
Was likely to follow a nrniTar 
strategy to that of Trinity, the ag- 
gressive regional newspaper 
group that earlier this year 
bought the non-Scottish titles of 
Ihe Thomson group for 
£327.5 ra. 


the While Hart chain of hotels, 
on the books at £120m. 

Granada is thought to have 
already identified buyers for the 
£ 500 m worth of assets it intends 
to sell including Forte’s mo- 
torway service sites, some ho- 
tels and stakes in the Savoy 
hotels group and Alpha, the air- 
line caterer. Whitbread is be- 
lieved ready to buy the 
motorway sites if they become 
available. 

Meanwile the Forte Council, 
which holds a 50 per cent “gold- 
en share," said last nignt it 
would meet next week to discuss 
the bid. It plans to speak to both 
Forte and Granada before an- 
nouncing how it will respond. 
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Lang has a powerful case for second thoughts 


The two bids are 
different from 
anything that has 
gpne before- : : 
because' of- the extent 
of vertical integration 
they would bring 
between generators 
and suppliers of 
electricity’ 


he would look at the power 

cSSES by , casc - 1 a " d dearly he meant il. 
Cara^ugnera for a referral of anything ibal 
‘eoncity industry Jill afa rc- 
mc °nsis«ency for refer- 
nng two bids and clearing five. So will those 
many mvestors who failed to take account 
?Jr t (^M a ?- nSk .^ 1 al< * n e lhaI he would re- 
P.t Na ^° na ! ^P we r bid for Southern and 
me POwerGen bid for Midlands Electricity, 
t neir penalty was a sharp drop yesterday in 
regional electricity company shares. 

It is hard to see why the market could have 
peen so wrong-footed, for Mr Lang has not 
m fact been inconsistent. The two bids are 
different from anything that has gone before, 
because of the extent of vertical integration 
they would bring between generators and 
suppliers of electricity. Vertical integration 
was the bidders’ reason for moving in the 
first place, because they wanted access to the 
billing and marketing expertise of local dis- 
tribution companies. Mr Lang, in a general 
statement of principle on electricity merg- 
ers in Au g us t , made clear that vertical inte- 
gration would be a factor in his decisions. 

Nor were yesterday’s references incon- 
sistent with clearance of Scottish Power’s bid 
for Manweb, which also involves vertical 
integration. There are transmission capac- 
ity limits on how much electricity Scottish 
Power can sell south of the border. It is also 
a lot easier to ring- fence operations in this 
merger than in the case of the tww bids just 
referred. There was even less reason for 


referring Hanson's bid for Eastern, South- 
i era Group's bid for South Western and Lhe 
i bid by Trafalgar House for Northern, which 
was withdrawn. None of these involved a 
competition problem, and the regulatory 
issues could be dealt with by the regulator. 

Nevertheless, Mr Lang was on the defen- 
sive yesterday, insisting that in general he 
docs not believe vertical integration is inher- 
ently objectionable in the electricity indus- 
try or anywhere else. He can hardly say oth- 
erwise. after allowing Scottish Power to buy 
Manweb and Scottish and Newcastle to buy 
Courage breweries. However, the Govern- 
ment's hope of completing deregulation of 
the electricity market in 1998, by opening 
domestic supply to competition, has given 
rise to real concern about the effect of these 
two takeovers. Combine that with the more 
obvious worries about the potential for 
manipulating the electricity trading pool and 
for exploiting control of distribution com- 
panies and there is a good case for referring 
these two bids. 

The decision does have its drawbacks, 
however. It may well be that the MMC 
agrees with PowerGen and National Power 
that the prospects for genuine competition 
will be enhanced if the bids proceed. There 
is a real risk that one of the Rees - South- 
ern, rather than Midlands, where PdwerGen 
has a blocking 21 per cent slake - will be 
snapped up by a foreign bidder while the 
inquiry is on. It is equally likely that South- 
ern and Midlands will look at a defensive 


merger. Mr Lang should therefore refer any 
further bids for these two companies to keep 
a level playing field. There is a precedent in 
the referral of British Aerospace's bid for 
VSEL on public interest grounds, when only 
GEC's bid for the same company raised any 
clear competition questions. 

Amec - a good case 
for integration 

T hat anyone would want to buy a UK con- 
tractor raised a few eyebrows yesterday 
but maybe Kvaemer’s in lercsi in AmeciswcU 
timed. The UK construction and engineer- 
rag group - like the rest of the industry - has 
had its problems but il has recently begun 
to regain some credibility in the City. 

At a meeting between' the two sides yes- 
terday morning - after the dawn raid that 
netted 12 per cent - the industrial logic of 
extensive co-operation was apparently recog- 
nised by both sides. Amec's general con- 
struction work and expertise in building oil 
and gas platforms fils nicely with the Nor- 
wegian group's hopes of expanding in the 
UK. Kvaerner, whose interests range from 
paper to shipbuilding - il owns the Govan 
shipyard - has extensive North Sea interests. 

But the sticking point at yesterday's meet- 
ing was, as is so often the case, the price. A 
Kvaerner offer of £lm would value the ordi- 
nary and preference shares at about £3 70m 
- woefully undervaluing the company, says 


the Amec board. There is some justification 
to claims that Amec, whose shares stood at 
around 60p at (he start of the month, is at 
last turning itself around. 

It is unclear whether Kvaerner would want 
to mount a full bid. A large stake, enough 
to gain some influence and representation 
on the Amec board, would enable Kvaerner 
to bide time until the picture became 
clearer. 

Exchange paralysis 
left undisturbed 

T hings appear to be going from bad to 
worse at the London Stock Exchange. 
Michael Lawrence, chief executive, had set 
great store by an internal strategic review, 
conducted throughout most of this year, 
which he saw as a means of silencing the 
growing ranks of City sceptics who have been 
wondering aloud about the future of the Ex- 
change. The completed review was handed 
to the members of the Stock Exchange board 
some six weeks ago. Since then there has been 
only a deafening silence. 

Far from uniting the board on a bold 
course forward, the review has inflamed 
emotions and divisions even further. Two 
elements have exercised members in par- 
ticular. The first concerns suggestions for 
alternative revenue streams to make up for 
the loss of the £60m brought in annually by 
the Talisman settlement system when it ts 


replaced next year by CresL The second is 
the plan for running from next autumn an 
order-driven trading system capability along- 
side the Slock Exchange’s traditional quote- 
driven system. 

One hare-brained suggestion was that as 
a way of plugging the gap. the Stock- 
Exchange should itself enter the inter- 
dealer broker market in direct competition 
with its members. Apparently not content 
with reaction to this, Mr Lawrence com- 
pounded the problem in his recent Leonard 
Sainer memorial lecture by saying the 
Exchange might go into competition with its 
members on other services as well, a posi- 
tion not agreed with the board. This has 
prompted some stern behind-the-scenes 
rebukes; the Exchange should stick to being 
a service provider for its customers, and slop 
confusing itself with a profit-making busi- 
ness, Mr Lawrence's critics insist. 

The order-driven issue is also contentious. 
Some board members fear Lhai the attempt 
to tack on tbe new trading system to the old 
will inevitably mean the death of the quote- 
driven tradition, whereby the powerful mar- 
ket-making firms determine buy and sell 
prices. Mr Lawrence’s task of attempting to 
be all things to all tnen may be close to an 
impossible one As everyone knows, you can- 
not please all of the people all of the time. 
The way things are going, however, be is 
°oing to end up pleasing no one. The pre- 
sent "paralysis is a sorry state of affairs for 
Europe’s premier financial capital. 



Northumbrian bid: French company to merge its water and sewage interests in North-east after ‘full-value’ takeover 

Lyonnaise 
wins £823m 
battle for 
water group 


MARY FAGAN 

industrial Correspondent 

Northumbrian Water yester- 
day became the first of the 10 
major water and sewage com- 
panies in England and Whies to 
succumb to a bid, agreeing to 
a £823ra cash offer from Lyon- 
naise des Eaux of France. 

The deal follows recent clear- 
ance by the Government on 
condition that Lyonnaise cut-, 
water bills in the ’region by J5 
per cent by 2001. The French 
group said months ago that it 
might be interested in making 
a bid but only when the regu- 
latory situation became clear. 

The directors of Northum- 
brian, who will remain with the 
enlarged group “to achieve the 
goals of the merger", stand to 
gain more than £1.6m as a 
result of the takeover. David 
Cranston, chief executive, is 
the main beneficiary with his 
shares and share options yield- 
ing him about £750,000. 

Sir Frederick Holliday, chair- 
man of Northumbrian, said: 
“It has been almost nine 
months - a good gestation pe- 
riod - and what I think has been 
born is a fairly lusty child. Of 
course the hearts of the 
Northumbrian board maybe at 
one point said one thing while 


their head said another. But the 
head ruled at the end of the day 
- this is a very fair deal for share- 
holders and customers." 

The offer values each 
Northumbrian share at £1 1.79, 
including £11.65 in cash and a 
special dividend of 14p net 
Shareholders will also retain the 
interim dividend of lip to be re- 
ceived on an accelerated basis. 

Hie price, which City analysts 
- said “Irak? like frill value”, rep- 
resents a' 4 per cent increase 
over the Northumbrian shares 
ot Wednesday and a 59 per cent 
premium over the level in 
March, just before Lyonnaise 
made its interest known. 
Analysts have mixed views ever 
whether this may presage a 
spate of takeovers. One said: “1 
still do not see where all the sup- 
posed bids are coming from.” 

The French group, which al- 
ready has UK water companies 
including North East Water, 
Northumbrian’s neighbour, 
said that there would be a re- 
duction in jobs in the core reg- 
ulated businesses to help 
“achieve the severe price cuts 
being imposed". But Lyonnaise 
has also guaranteed that there 
will be no compulsory redun- 
dancies, with people being of- 
fered jobs elsewhere in its 
international operations, or in 







Sir Frederick Holliday, chairman of Northumbrian (left), and Philippe Brongniart, vice-president of Lyonnaise 


new training and research 
facilities to be established ax 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Lyonnaise will now consoli- 
date the two companies in the 
north east as Northumbrian 
Water Group. This holding 
company will also act as an 
umbrella for Essex and Suffolk 
Wbter. which was acquired by 
Lyonnaise in 1989. 

Jacques Pctry, President of 


Lyonnaise 's international water 
division, reiterated the com- 
mitment not to buy any more 
UK water interests for at least 
10 years. The group has also 
agreed to seek a listing on the 
Slock Exchange by 2005 for its 
UK water-related operations. 

Patrick Babin, finance direc- 
tor of Lyonnaise, will be joint 
managing director with Mr 
Cranston of the enlarged group. 


Sir Frederick Holliday will 
become chairman and, pending 
approval, will join the board of 
Lyonnaise. The other executive 
directors “wfll continue in their 
current functions", and the 
non-executives will also be 
“offered similar positions" in the 
enlarged group. 

Mr Babin said the deal is sub- 
ject to approval by the Euro- 
pean Commission, but added: 


“We know they are happy in 
principle with this transaction. 
We hope to get clearance with- 
in two to three weeks." 

The Government conditions, 
when it approved a potential bid 
earlier this month, were at- 
tacked as “feeble" by the 
Labour Party, and as “peanuts 
for customers" by Northum- 
brian. Although the 15 percent 
price cu ts suggested by the reg- 
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ula tor Ofwat appear swingeing, 
they were less than expected. 

The main criticism is that the 
phasing means the reduction in 
the first two years will be only 
1 per cent - about 90p for the 
average household - rising to 2 
percent in year three and 10 per 
cent in year four. At the time 
Northumbrian said that the 
conditions were “lenient" and 
a “poor deal" for customers. 


Vallance warns against 
wider powers for Oftel 


CBI urges prudence over tax cuts 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Sir Iain \feflance, BTs chair- 
man, yesterday threw down the 
gauntlet to the authorities by 
delivering a powerful warning 
that he may not accept sweep- 
ing new anti-competitive pow- 
ers being sought by Oftel, the 
industry regulator. 

BT must accept the propos- 
als by Don Cnrickshank, direc- 
tor general of Oftel or find itself 
in the hands of the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
Policy Studies Institute, Sir lain 
said that Oftel’s proposals 
would “stifle innovation, re- 
■ duce BTs efficiency and add to 
consumers’ costs". He added: “I 
am answerable to shareholders 
and customers. How can I be 

expected to go along with this? 


Sir Iain accused Mr Cruick- 
shank of having “ambitions to 
become an untrammelled 
competition authority as weQ as 
a regulator", and of also wish- 
ing to be manager. He said 
that the watchdog had become 
increasingly preo ccupied with 
driving down BTs market share 
at the expense of his other 
responsibOi ties. 

Sir lain, whose speech came 
within hours of Oftel’s first 
public hearing on the issue, 
added: “It is my belief that tbe 
director general’s current pro- 
posals presage a highly dan- 
gerous new form of regulation, 
with broad and undefined dis- 
cretionary, or absolute, powers 
vested in a single individual." 

Sir Iain, who argues that in- 
vestors need more regulatory 
stability, added: “By entering 
die ring era tbe side of BTs com- 



lain criticises watchdog's ambitions 


petitors the referee is stepping 
outside his legitimate role and 
distorting competition in the 
marketplace." 

The changes sought by Mr 
Cruickshank involve the cre- 
ation of a single general condi- 
tion in BTs licence and those 
of its rivals, which would enable 
him to deem what is anti-com- 
petitive behaviour and order lx 
to stop while an investigation 
takes place. 

At present a complex series 
of individual licence conditions 
relates to competition and he 
has no ability to stop alleged 
anti-competitive behaviour until 
the case is proven. 

Speaking at his morning 
meeting. Mr Cruickshank said: 
“Tbo often in the past, regula- 
tion has been after the event. 
There is a tendency to hy things 
until the regulator intervenes - 
to do something until stopped." 
His proposal would also allow 
damaged parties to bring legal 
action earlier if they have been 
proved hurt. 

Mr Cruickshank added: “The 
telecommunications market is 
different from that in other 
goods and services m that it is 
still heavily dominated by one 
vertically integrated company." 

Wayne Gowan, chairman of 
the Cable Communications 
Association, argued that the 
Oftel proposals did not go far 
enough, wofessor John Kay. of 
tbe London Business School, 
said that in embracing a general 
anti-competitive approach, Of- 
tel would be taking “absolutely i 
the right way" ahead 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The Confederation of British 
Industry’s survey of trends in 
manufacturing showed a further 
slowdown this month. The sur- 
vey is Lhe last economic news 
before Tuesday's Budget 

However, the employers' 
organisation said there was no ev- 
idence that tbe economy was 
heading into recession. Il advised 
the Chancellor to keep Budget 
mails prudent to avoid the need 
for higher base rates in future. 

The CBI’s economists 
trimmed their forecast for 
growth down to 25 per cent next 
year from an expected 2.7 per 
cent this year, but predicted a 
faster pace of expansion in 1 997. 

Suahir Junankar of the CBI 


said: *T do not think the evi- 
dence suggests we are at a 
defining moment when the 
economy stops growing." After 
a few sluggish months demand 
would pick up part-way through 
1996, he said. 

The cm forecast assumes 
that modest tax cuts announced 
next week are paid for by re- 
ductions in government spend- 
ing. It predicts base rates could 
then fall half a point early next 
year, at the same time as infla- 
tion declined towards the Gov- 
ernment's 2J5 per cent target. 

On the other hand, a tax give- 
away of £4bn not financed by 
reducing expenditure would 
take inflation above the target. 
This would bring the danger of 
higher interest rates. 

Kate Barker, the CBI's chief 


economist, admitted that the 
main risk was that growth would 
turn out lower than forecast 
November’s survey of industri- 
al trends showed that the 
expansion had slowed down. 
“But there is nothing in the 
survey to say there is a manu- 
facturing recession," she said. 

The balance of firms expect- 
ing output to rise during the 
next four months over those ex- 
pecting a decline fell to 9 per 
cent. There was a negative bal- 
ance of 9 per cent expecting 
above-normal orders in the 
next four months. 

Export orders were the low- 
est in any monthly survey since 
June 1994, although still close 
to normaL Domestic orders 
were weaker than export orders. 

Companies said their stocks 


of finished goods were more 
than adequate to meet demand, 
with the November balance of 
18 per cent similar to recent 
months and significantly high- 
er than earlier in the year. Big 
firms reported the highest stock 
levels. Producers of intermedi- 
ate goods - and especially arti- 
ficial fibres - reported well 
above normal levels. Ms Bark- 
er said: “This is clearly damp- 
ening expectations of increasing 
output into the new year." 

Despite the continued slow- 
down, the balance of firms ex- 
pecting to raise prices increased 
to 15 per cent, up four points 
in a month. The CBI said this 
reflected the traditional rise in 
list prices in January. Adjusting 
for this effect, price expectations 
were roughly flat. 


c&w 

considers 

articles 

shake-up 

DAVID HELUER 

Cable and Wireless, the tele- 
comm unica Lions group torn 
apart earlier this week by board- 
room strife, may have to change 
its articles of association in or- 
der to fill the positions of chair- 
man and chief executive with its 
preferred candidates. 

Under its current articles, 
the company is restricted in its 
choice of (op management by 
nationality. A clause in the cur- 
rent articles reads: “No direc- 
tor may hold the office as 
executive chairman or if there 
is no such executive chairman 
the office of chief executive un- 
less he is a British citizen with- 
in the meaning of the British 
Nationality Act, 1981." 

It is believed that the com- 
pany would seek to remove 
this restriction, with the support 
of its shareholders, if it found 
a preferred candidate or can- 
didates who did not fit conform 
to the articles' requirements. 
“There would be ways of doing 
j iL We would not anticipate any 
problems," an insider said. 

The nationality clause means 
at the moment, for example, 
with Brian Smith in the role as 
non-executive chairman, that 
the company would have to re- 
strict its search for a chief ex- 
ecutive to British nationals. 

This restriction, unless al- 
tered, could severely restrict the 
company's search for suitable 
candidates within the industry. 
There are only three big 
telecommunications operators 
within the UK - C&W, British 
Telecom and Vodafone. One 
possible candidate for the job 
is Christopher Gent, Voda- 
fone's managing director, who 
has been on the Vodafone 
board since tbe company start- 
ed in 1985 

Mr Smith has already warned 
that the search for a new chief 
executive could take at least a 
year. Earlier this week both 
Lord Young, the executive 
chairman, and James Ross, 
chief executive, departed after 
a boardroom row which has left 
the company in turmoil. 

Mr Smith is reported as say- 
ing the board would probably 
look for “somebody with an un- 
derstanding of tbe industry, 
dear ideas and focus and the 
ability to act today," Industiy an- 
alysts have said that to fulfill 
these requirements the search 
might have to include candi- 
dates outside the LTK. 

Speculation that the compa- 
ny was vulnerable to a takeover 
bid receded slightly yesterday af- 
ter a couple of days of stock- 
market excitement'. The shares 
moved down 13p to 453p yes- 
terday on profit-taking. 


EMU vital to single market, says Brittan 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Sir Leon Brittan yesterday 
warned that the single Euro- 
pean market could be at risk 
without the present drive to cre- 
ate a monetary union. “EMU is 
now more than ever likely to 


happen," he said. 
The vice-presi 


The vice-president of the 
European Commission was re- 
sponding to the question that 
John Major, the Prime Minis- 
ter, raised earlier this week 
about the impact on the single 
market of a move towards mon- 
etary union that created a divi- 
sion between those inside and 
outside iL 


Sir Leon said that “even the 
present degree of progress to- 
wards EMU does and will con- 
tinue to act as an important glue 
in the single market". 

Without it, “the strain on the 
single market could well be- 
come very serious indeed". 

Sir Leon, who was speaking 
at a conference in London or- 
ganised by the Federal Trust, 
was referring to calls from 
French, German and Austrian 
industry for compensation 
against European exchange rate 
fluctuations. The Commission, 
he said, was able to reject these 
calls with ease “only because 
there is an accepted macro- 
economic framework in Eu- 


rope, in the form of the con- 
vergence criteria included in the 
Maastricht Treaty, which en- 
sures that all member states are 
pulling in the same direction". 

Sir Leon said that other Eu- 
ropean countries would deem 
Britain “crazy" if a decision 
were taken to rule out a single 
currency in the lifetime of the 
next Parliament. 

That would “only have one 
certain effect, and that is to en- 
sure that Britain loses any fur- 
ther influence over the process 
of setting up EMU”. 

Sir Leon’s concern was 
shared by Richard Reeman, the 
chief economist at ICI. 

If Britain did not join the first 


wave of countries forming 
EMU, he said, the difficulties 
in eventually catching up with 
core countries might “prove 
insurmountable and at great 
costs to British industry and UK 
welfare". 

Sir Leon rejected as com- 
pletely overblown the Euro- 
sceptic argument that EMU 
was the thin end of a very large 
wedge that would end up with 
a European superstate running 
a European budget, relegating 
the UK to the status of a region 
of a United Europe. 

However, speaking at the 
same conference. Otxnar lssing, 
the chief economist of the Ger- 
man Bundesbank, said that the 


attempt to create a monetary 
union without a political union 
was unprecedented. There was 
no example in history of a last- 
ing monetary union that was not 
also a slate entity. 

Dr lssing warned that the re- 
moval of exchange rate risk 
would make it more attractive 
for member states of a mone- 
tary union to borrow. 

A new agreement was nec- 
essary between those countries 
embarking on EMU to enforce 
fiscal prudence. 

He contrasted the tight re- 
strictions on eligibility for EMU 

with the lenient "excessive 

deficits" provision of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 
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Cost control boosts Storehouse 


Flunkies caught between 
Rocco and a hard place 


Storehouse has had its share of prob- 
lems in the past, but the BhS and Moth- 
ercare group is now looking in better 

shape than many of its rivals on the high 

street. 

Yesterday the company turned in an- 
other good performance with interim 
results above most expectations. Pre- 
tax profits for the six months to October 
were up a thumping 42 per cent to 
£34 im. 

Mothercare more than doubled 
profits to £9-3m and BhS edged up 10 
percent. Even Blazer, the small chain 
of upmarket clothing stores, is threat- 
ening to make money. 

The foundation of Storehouse's suc- 
cess thus far has been chief executive 
Keith Edelman’s focus on the nuts and 
bolls of retailing. All chains are con- 
centrating on building margins rather 
than chasing sales. More attention is 
being paid to better buying, thus pre- 
venting costly end-of-’season mark- 
downs. The supplier base is being 
pruned and costs Lightly controlled. 

Management time is also being con- 
centrated on fewer formats. One Up. 
the lower-priced format born of some 
of the more downmarket branches of 
BhS, was the latest to go. It was sold 
to Associated British Foods for £1. 2m 
in June. 

It is significant, however, that Store- 
house's improved half-year results 
came on sales that were fiat at £5 18m. 
So far, profits growth has been com- 
ing from reduced costs and improved 
margins. 

This is ail very well but there is only 
so much that can be cut from costs. 
Indeed costs are expected to rise in the 
second half. Group sales have been 
level for five years now and at some 
point management wfl] have to produce 
growth. 

BhS, which accounts for two-thirds 
of both group sales and profits, seems 
to be responding well to new initiatives. 
The gross margin improved by L5 
percentage points owing to fewer 
markdowns. 

Like-for-like sales fell by 3 per cent, 
but this was due mainly to a more 
stringent policy on the Choice discount 
loyalty scheme, and the effects of the 
summer heatwave. 

At Mothercare, 60 per cent of the 
sales space has been re-designed with 
a new kiddie-friendly format com- 


performers. Up another lOp to 332p 
yesterday, and with analysts fore- 
casting profits of £110m for the full 
year, the shares are on a forward rat- 
ing of 19. This is high, but there 
should still be more growth to come. 


Babcock returns 
to its old form 


Babcock International has had a rich- 
ly chequered past Sorting out the one- 
time boiler-making to dockyard 
management group defeated Lord 
King, Jeff Whalley and Tony Gartland, 
three of the stock markets chosen peo- 
ple in the 1 980s. Now almost two years 
into another recovery programme un- 
der new management, Babcock already 
seems to be returning to its old form. 

Interim results were never going to 
inspire and the fall in underlying pre- 
tax profits from £2.S3m to £2. 18m be- 
fore exceptional reported yesterday 
duly lived up to the low expectations. 
But an interim dividend of I.25p, the 
first for three years, reflects the con- 
fidence of management that the group 
has at last turned the corner. 


Certainly, a great step forward in 
“de- risking" the balance sheet was 
made in September. when a 75 percent 
stake in the historic boiler-making 
business was dumped on Mitsui of 
Japan for £56m. At a stroke that re- 
moved enormous trading losses, 
chipped in a £2 6m sale profit to the in- 
terim figures and left net cash of 
£33. 2m at the end of September. 

But no sooner had that problem been 
sorted out than another has emerged. 
Babcock's normally strong German ma- 
terials handling business has been 
pushed into the red by the strength of 
the mark and high labour costs. With 
commendable speed, management has 
decided that deeper surgery is need- 


eiy and a successful bid in the privati- 
sation of Rosyth naval dockyard, which 
Babcock manages and which remains 
the backbone of group profits. Victo- 
ry could secure those until 2006, but 
the shares are high enough. 


Bright shining 
lights at TLG 


edLjiroviding £9m to slash capacity. 
The hope is that with other areas of 


materials handling pushing ahead a 
£ 1.88 m divisional loss can be recovered 
in the second half, with up to £Sm bot- 
tom-line benefits in a full year. The 

r stion remains, however, whether 
wfll be enough to offset the Ger- 
man offshoot's exposure to the cement 
cycle, now in decline. 

Group profits of £14m before ex- 
ceptional would put the shares at 148p, 
down 13p, on a forward p/e of 27. The 
shares are factoring tn further recov- 


Storehouse : at a glance 


Maries value: fifcfln.' shais price 332p, 
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plete with talkin g trees and carpets with 
fibre-optic lighting that changes colour. 


The £100m programme should be 
complete in two years. At Blazer, 
three of the poorly-located stores will 
close. 

Storehouse shares have trebled over 
the last five years and risen by 50 per 
cent this year alone. Along with Next, 
this makes it one of the sectors best 
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Shares in TLG have had a storming rise 

since the flotation of Thom EMTs for- 
mer light fittings operations at 115p a 
year ago. Although down from a peak 
of ISlp in October, investors have still 
locked in healthy gains even with Lhe 
shares off 2p at 167p yesterday. 

The £77m raised in the offer for sale 
wiped out huge debts built up at the 
time of the management buyout from 
Thorn in 1993, so it was hardly sur- 
prising that TLG would sparkle with 
its first full set of interim results as a 
listed company. Yesterday it duly 
turned in pre-tax profits of £1 1.4m for 
the six months to September, up from 
£4.4m before. The figures were ac- 
companied by a maiden interim divi- 
dend ofl.4p. 

A belter picture of the underlying 
slate of trading is given by pre-interest 
profits, wfuch rose from £ 9 . 6 mto£I 2 m. 
This is an impressive result, given that 
dose to 60 percent of sales are into the 
commercial property market, which in 
the UK remains in the doldrums. 

The company has built a leading po- 
sition in s<vcalled specified business, 
where architects or electrical contrac- 
tors choose a particular type of kit, 
rather than buying it straight off the 
wholesaler's shelf. Boosted by office re- 
furbishment and new products, UK 
profits have responded accordingly. 
Operating profits in the core home 
market were up nearly an eighth. 

In Germany, margins have been 
squeezed as the economy turns down 
and customers move towards lower- 
priced. lower-specification fittings. 
This should eventually help the com- 
pany to take advantage of its lower cost 
base outside Germany to ship in prod- 
uct, but in the meantime price pressure 
continues to cause pain. 

Longer-term, the Far East should 
provide opportunities. TLG has already 
seen a 20 per cent growth in sales to 
Hong Kong and mainland China this 

year so far, whh margins a fat 8 per cenL 

Profits of £29.5 m for the mil year 
would put the shares down 2p at 167p 
on a prospective multiple of 15. Rea- 
sonable value, although the 19 per cent 
stake stOl held by Investcorp, one of 
the buyout's original backers, could 
overhang the shares. 


The future does not look 
comfortable for Sir Rocco 
Forte's finance flunkies. A 
successful Granada bid 
would see them under the 
command of Henry 
Staunton, the leisure group's 
finance director and one of 
the few people in the country 
to plav Eton Fives. 

The game - which involves 
hurling a hard ball against 
walls with a gloved hand - 
dales back to the 1820s, 
when it was played between 
the flving buttresses of the 
Eton 'College ChapeL It is 
often associated in the prole- 
tarian mind with a censori- 
ous upbringing and regular 
birchmgs. In fact. Mr 
Staunton is not an Old Eton- 
ian. Rather, he went to Ip- 
swich, one of the less 
elevated learning establish- 
ments. to play the game. 

The Old Etonian former 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, Lord Kingsdown, was 
also a been Fives player and 
has been campaigning for its 
revival (oddly it is the biggest 
participation sport in Nigeria, 
where the oppressed masses 
play with a tennis ball). 

So how good is Mr 
Staunton? He has not been 
available for comment since 
the bid for Forte was 
launched. But bis secretary 
confirms that he is right- 
handed. Unfortunately, this 
is a distinct disadvantage in 
Fives. Because of the way 
the court is shaped, the game 
is far easier for left-handers. 


Take Fives: easier for left-handers Photograph: Allsport 


Hence the high expectations 
of Prince William, should he 


of Prince William, shoul 
ever recover from post- 
Panorama trauma. 


Defence fodder for the Forte 
camp in the quarterly Five 
Star Hotel Survey which 
shows the profitability of 
London's luxury hotels to be 
on the up. The average gross 
profit margin has risen 5 per 


cent to 43 per cent says the 
accountants, Arthur Ander- 
sen. representing a sustained 
recovery. 

“It is likely that London 
hotel prices will once again 

reach the heady levels of 
1989/90." breezes Andersen 
partner Alex Kyriakidis. “All 
but one of the luxury hotels 
partici pating in the survey 
showed an increase in rev- 
enue and gross operating 
profit." 

All but one? Which one? 

The cowering accountants 
will not say. But the betting 
is that while one hotel in the 
Savoy group boasts the high- 
est room rates at £315 a 
night, the flag ship hotel is 
the odd one out. 

One for Mr Staunton and 
his birch rods, perhaps. 


the Cadbury report on cor- 
porate governance. The star- 
tling revelation emerges at 
yesterday s National Assotia- 
I tion of Pension Funds’ con- 
ference when Geoff Lindey, 
chairman of the NAPF in- 
vestment committee and one 
of report’s co-authors, goes 
public. 

“They claimed the report 
had failed to address three 
key areas," he said of the 
Opposition. “Two of them 
were in the report. The third 
wasn’t, but only because it 
has been set out in company 
law for many years." 


The troth is out at last. Nei- 
ther the Government nor the 
Opposition has actually read 


Administrative horrors for the London branch of the Confed- 
eration of British Industry, which has had the devil’s own job 
in sorting oat its Christmas party The employers* federation 
has been forced to change the venire twice (at extra cost) and 
is now saddled with the cavernous Cafe Royal for the bash on 
6 December 

This is because of the popularity of the guest speaker; Tony 
Blair. Apparently the CBI can't get enough of him and the 
London branch has sold 650 tickets for the party. When 
Paddy Ashdown went he attracted just 220 revellers. 


An inauspicious start for the 
Oxford University MBA 
which intends to set new 
standards in business educa- 
tion by drawing on the tradi- 
tional academic strengths of 
the university. “We hope that 
you will be able to join us on 
28 November to discover 
how the University of Oxford 
MBA is set to become a 
strong and vibrant force in 
shaping future manage- 
ment," says the invitation. 

One of the first lessons to 
learn in business is not to 


make important announce- 
ments while the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer is deliver- 
ing his BudgeL 


CLASSIFIED 


Cadbury bandwagon rolls to a halt 


Legal Notices 


Legal Notices 


Services 


O P R A F 


RAILWAYS ACT 1993 



DESIGNATION OF EXPERIMENTAL 


PASSENGER SERVICE 
An experimental service is one which 
is introduced on a trial basis to assess 
its long term inability. Such services 
require designation by the Franchising 
Director under the terms of the 1993 
Railways Act The following services 
have been designated: 

RAILWAYS BETWEEN HEALD 
GREEN WEST JUNCTION AND 
HEALD GREEN SOUTH JUNCTION 


OFFICE of the 

RAIL REGULATOR 


The Railways Act 1993 
Application for licence Exemption by 
CORBY RAIL SERVICES LIMITED 
(Company number 30I4-43" 7 ) 


Principal address of the Applicant: 

Friars Cate, 101 1 Stratford Road. Solihull West Midlands 


Directors of the Applicant; 

John Merry. Michael Chauvin. 
Vincent Gourand, Brian Herbert Lcuy 


1. The Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising, in exercise of his powers 
under section 48 of the Railways Act 1 993 
(c43), hereby designates as experimental, 
in relation to the line between Heald 
Green West Junction and Heald Green 
South Junction both in the City of 
Manchester, services proposed to be 
provided between Manchester Piccadilly 
and Wilmslow via Manchester Airport 

2. This designation is for the period of 
5 years beginning on 12 November 1995. 


The Rail Regulator hereby gives norice in 
accordance with section 7 (4) of the Railways Act 
( the “Acr") 1993 that he proposes to grant the 
Applicant an exemption from the requirement to be 
authorised by licence to operate certain networks 
comprised within the Corby Eurohub Terminal or 
the grounds tfaar be does not consider it appropriate 
for die provisions of the Act to be applied to such 
railway assets. Any person who wishes to make any 
representation or objection with respect to the 
proposed exemption should send such 
representation or abjection to: 


D C W Revolta 

Authorised by the Director of 
Passenger Rail Franchising to sign in 
that behalf. 

10 November 1995 

STATIONS ON THE UNE BETWEEN 
NEWSTEAD AND MANSFIELD 
WOODHOUSE 


Iryna Terlecky. Assistant Director. 

Passenger Services Regulation, Office of the Rail Regulator, 
1 Waterhouse Square, 13&-142 Hottven. London EC IX 2ST 

not later than 22 December 1 995. 


T he great corporate gover- 
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A nance bandwagon shows 
every sign of having the brakes 
slammed on, at the behest of the 
Confederation of British in- 
dustry, the Slock Exchange and 
the Institute of Directors. 

They do not want the conduct 
of directors to face yet anoth- 
er serious scrutiny from a report 
by the great and the good, in the 
wake of the upheavals caused 
by the Cadbury Committee, and 
especially the Greenbury Com- 



INDUSTRY VIEW 


PETER RODGERS 


mittee on top pay. 

The fust brought a big in- 
crease in disclosure and in the 
power and influence of non-ex- 
ecutive directors: the second 
took this much further, and 
made remuneration committees 
of non-executive directors a 
new focus of power and influ- 
ence on company boards. 

Sir Ronnie Hampel, chair- 
man of the newly formed Cad- 
bury Committee Mark 0, shows 
every sign of having taken on 
board what Adair Turner, the 
CBI director-general, calls in- 
dustry's “corporate governance 
fatigue". He made clear that his 
work will focus on consolidation, 
not continuing revolution. 

Sir Ronnie, the chairman of 
ICI, believes that it will take at 
least two sets of annual reports 
to see how Greenbury has bed- 
ded down. He has also sided 
with the CBI view that in some 
areas - such as smaller quoted 
companies - a certain amount 
of deregulation of the new rules 
might be desirable. 

The Greenbury report was 
written in haste, under political 
pressure. Ever since, companies 
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1 . The Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising, in exercise of his powers 
under section 48 of the Railways Act 1993 
(c.43), hereby designates as experimental, 
in relation to the line between 
Newstead and Mansfield Woodhouse, 
and the stations referred to in 
paragraph 2 below, services proposed 
to be provided between Nottingham 
and Mansfield Woodhouse both in 
the County of Nottinghamshire. 

2. The stations referred to in paragraph 
1 above are stations proposed to be 
opened at 

• Mansfield Woodhouse 

• Mansfield 

• Sutton Parkway 

• Kirkby Centre 

3. This designation is for the period of 
5 years beginning on 12 November 1995. 


A map showing die extern of die raihvjt cu which rhe 
proposed network licence exemption applies is available 
for inspection ar the above address between 10.00 and 
lb . 00 hours on any working day. 

Dated 24 November John Swift QC 
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have been discovering awk- 
ward new side-effects that did 
not leap from the page when 
they first read it. 

Geoff Lindey, a City fund 
manager who was the Nation- 
al Association of Pension Funds 
representative on the Green- 
bury Committee, found anoth- 
er yesterday in a speech to the 
association’s autumn confer- 
ence. The most important 
Greenbury recommendation, 
he believes, is that the remu- 
neration committee chairman 
will attend the AGM to answer 


shareholders' questions on pay. 
The corollary is that before 


The corollary is that before 
they can justify high pay, com- 
panies wfll first have to spell out 
the corporate performance 
objectives at which they are aim- 
ing. Very few now do. Mr 
Lindey says shareholders will 
ask questions, focusing man- 
agers' attention on performance 
in a way impossible before. 

As liiis thought sinks in 
around British boardrooms, it 
will give new strength no doubt 
to the rearguard action against 
the report, which has already 
successfully delayed full incor- 
poration in the Stock Exchange 
listing rules and led to a row 
about pension disclosure. 

But tbere is a more funda- 
mental reason why the corpo- 
rate governance bandwagon 


has probably rolled about as far 
as it can go for the moment 
Non-executive directors have 
exactly the same legal respon- 
sibility for stewardship of a 
company as executives. Yet the 
thrust of Cadbury and Green- 
bury has been lo turn them into 
boardroom police, supervising 
executive directors on behalf of 
the shareholders. 

This is where the Greenbury 
idea of a powerful non-execu- 
tive remuneration committee, 
reporting over the heads of the 
rest of the board directly to 
shareholders, may run into the 
buffers. It gives the non-exec- 
utives a separate status they do 
not have in law, and is thus an 
attempt to embrace surrepti- 
tiously some of the better char- 
acteristics of Continental 
two-tier boards without admit- 
ting they are a good idea. 

As a fudge, this solution wfl] 
work as long as nothing dra- 
matic is expected of iL Such re- 
forms arc Fine for well-run 
companies of the type in which 
Sir Ronnie and Sir Adrian Cad- 
bury have spent their lives, and 
may even produce an improve- 
ment in the general perfor- 
mance and accountability of 
Britisb business. 

But they are more than like- 
ly to break down where they are 
most needed - at companies un- 


der strain, where boards are in 
disarray and businesses have 
problems. 

Even at Cable & Wireless, 
hardly a corporate basket case, 
the supposedly influential non- 
executives do not appear to have 
grasped the extent of the row on 
the board until it was too late. 

Perhaps the underlying rea- 
son business does not want to 
stir the corporate governance 
pot again is that the logical next 
step from the Cadbury and 
Greenbury reports would be to 
give legal reality to their at- 
tempts to create a special type 
of non-executive direct or-cum- 
police officer. 

That might well lead to the 
imposition on an unwilling in- 
dustry of a British version of the 
Continental two-tier boards. 
Business and the City are 
adamantly opposed to these, be- 
lieving that they slow decisions 
and blur accountability between 
owners and managers. 

The Labour Party recently 
came close, with a proposal 
that remuneration committees 
should contain a wholly inde- 
pendent director representing 
shareholders or employees. 
With an election looming, it is 
no wonder that business wants 
to put corporate governance on 
the back burner. 

This is a serious tactical mis- 
take, as Mr Lindey pointed out 
yesterday. Anything less than to- 
tal enthusiasm for the present 
voluntary methods of improv- 
ing the conduct of boards could 
provoke legislation and that 
could bimg anything -even two- 
tier boards. 
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Wace bags Ferry Pickering for £26m 


^ group- yesterday announced an 

£-6-2xn offer for Ferry Pickering worth 195p a share. Wace 
said Ferry Pickering s range of specialist packaging and folding 
canons would enhance its product range and enable the enlarged 
group to provide a better service to clients. Wace also said eco- 
nomic slowdown had hit activity in July and August. Althoueh 

SS? “I f lbsequen| months had improved, it had so far not been 
sufficient to compensate. 


(FJ-FIna! (!)• Interim (N) - Nine months 


POwefi Duffryn shares slump on warning 

Shares in Powell Duffryn slumped 74.5p to 480 Jp after the trans- 
to enpneenng conglomerate warned that its second half would 
be hit by trading problems. Pressure on car fuel margins as well 
as the unpredictable impact of the winter weather on oil and aas 
distribution would temper what should otherwise be a sound irer- 
foraance.FLrst-haif figures slumped to a £1 3m loss from a prof- 
it of £ 17m last time, weighed down by £30m in exceptional charges. 
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Inchcape heads for Footsie exit as shares slide further ■ w "' l * l l ' HW 


Inchcape, the international 
trading group, suffered an- 

other torrid session. The shares 

crashed 17Jp to 238p (after 
~«.5p) as worries about the 
group’s trading performance 
and the possibility of a dividend 
cut increased. 

A series of profit down- 
gradings have unhinged the 
share price. On Wednesday 
NatWest Securities cut its 
profit forecast by f 30m to 
£140m.Tbe shares have fallen 
59p this week and from 444 _5p 
a year ago. They were 622p in 
1993. The slide means the 
shares will almost certainly be 
kicked out of the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex when it is reviewed next 
month. 

Inchcape has been hit by the 
strength of the Japanese yen 
and the slowdown in the 
Japanese car industry. Its in- 
terim profits reversed from 
£125.Sm to £1 8.6m. 

Earlier this month Sir Col- 
in Marshal], chairman of 


British Airways, was appoint- 
ed chairman, lo lake over from 
the retiring Sir David Plastow 
at the end of the year. 

Inchcape was for long re- 
garded as an international 
trader in slock market classi- 
fications. But the Stock Ex- 
change, to the company's 
dismay, decided it should be re- 
garded as a motor trader al- 
though much of its income 
comes from other operations. 

As Inchcape wfited, Voda- 
fone, Wednesday's casualty, 
staged a modest recovery, up 
6.5p to 222LSp. With most of 
the selling coming from the US, 
the cellular radio group's ap- 
parent strength probably 
stemmed from the absence of 
US activity with New York 
dosed. 

The New York silence was 
one of the influences behind a 
ragged performance which left 
the FT-SE 100 index down 
29.9 points at 3,60215. TTiere 
was also signs of Budget nerves 
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getting to the market. The lat- 
est short circuit on the elec- 
tricity pitch was the other 
major factor. 

In late trading fan Lang, 
Trade and Industry Secretary, 
produced a Litticchild-siylc 
shock when he announced that 
the £1 .95bn offer by POwerGeu 
for Midlands Electricity and 
National Power's £2.8m shot 
for Southern Electric would be 
referred lo the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. Fol- 
lowing the clearance of Scot- 
tish Power’s acquisition of 
Manwcb, the market bad ex- 
pected the generators’ bids to 
be wave through. 

In the resultant turmoil, 
with backwardations as market 


makers were wrong footed, 
NP slumped 16p lo 478p and 
PG 21p to 540p. Their targets 
were tut even harder Midland 
fell 59p to 91 Sp and Southern 
62p to 913p. Other electrici- 
ties weakened. Newcomer Na- 
tional Grid fell 4p to 224p. 

Hannah Castrol, the oil 
group, was another under the 
whip. Pan mure Gordon low- 
ered its expectations for the 
group’s chemical side which 
prompted a £19m cut in next 
year's group estimate to 
£I54.6m. The shares lost 21p 
to 965p. 

Legal & General continued 
to gather takeover support, up 
lip to 706p while Northum- 
brian Water, on the long await- 


ed French bid, added 35p to 
l,169p. Ferry Pickering, the 
packaging group, stretched 
24p to 194p as Wace, with a 
195p offer, emerged as the 
predator. 

Forte put on 4-5p to 35 lp 
and Granada rose 4p to 653p. 
Cable and Wireless lest 13p to 
453p as speculators snatched 
profits. The group is still seen 
to be a takeover candidate. 
Babcock InlemaaonaTs prob- 
lems in Germany left the 
shares 13p off at 14Sp. 

Newcomer Tom Coble igh, a 
pubs operator, closed at 191p 
from a 150p flotation level 
Dorling Kindersley, the pub- 
lisher, rose 24p to 528p as the 
Microsoft overhang was re- 
moved when the shares were 
placed by Cazenove and Gold- 
man Sadis at 597p. 

Lloyds Chemists shaded 2p 
to 248p as 7.1 million shares 
were placed by Merrill Lynch 
at 244p. The shares came from 
an institution. 


British Sky Broadcasting 
rose 5p lo 393p followipp in- 
vestment meetings in Edin- 
burgh: Scottish & Newcastle 
was lowered 6p to 622p as 
Kleinwort Benson said sell. 

Amec, the builder, jumped 

21p to 99p with SBC Whibmg 
mounting a dawn raid at lOOp 
for 20 millio n shares. The buy- 
er later emerged as Norway s 
Kvaerner group. 

Polar, an electronics maker, 
gained 52p to 430p following 
a bid from rivals Abacus, little 
changed at 279p. 

London Clubs, the casino 
group, was firm al 409p. There 
is talk today’s interim profits 
could be as high as £30m, the 
figure some analysts expect for 
the year. 

Northamber, the comput- 
er group, rose 12p to 254p 
ahead of next week's figures 
but Whverley Mining fell 4p to 
98p on the plan to take full con- 
trol of the MonktonhaH coal 
mine in Scotland. 


QBTG, which was originally 
created 15 years ago by the 
merger of two Government 
research organisations, rose 
28p to 61 8p- The shares were 
floated at 2Z5p in the sum- 
men The group, which nurses 
a wide range or intriguing de- 
velopments, will remain as a 
5.5 per cent shareholder in 
peptide Therapeutics, a bio- 
pharmaceutic group, which is 
coming to market through a 
placing at 220p. The issue is 
expected to attract a strong 
demand. Dealings are due to 
start next week. 

□PfatigBom, the household 
goods and stationery group 
rumoured to be near a major 
acquisition, has attracted the 
support of the Williams 
Holdings Pension Fund. It 
has picked up more than 
3 milli on shares lifting its 
stake to 42 per cent. The 
shares held at Sip. 


LM Stock ntoO) wnECRh 

BANKS, MERCHANT 

i-gsgs & £ BJSO 
& assr ss M . s in 


J ST % 

BANKS, RETAIL 


-? 14 146 2U6 

a-i u i*j soa 

■ 4.7 _ ■ ISIT 

- 46 SJ 3060 

■ P 89 3066 

•26 163 3785 

■ ? 4 laa 3333 

- *2 11 J 4071 


'k % 

201 14S 

5M 256 
163 18 

aw 



Hamms (to 
Haadkunup 


QB*Vt **«5 
EOfl -IS 40 
362 -5 4J1 

67 - B.7 

7Z7 V -l 1 * 06 

eaga *% *o 

IBS -IB 36 
C40Va*1i* 
<72 i-6 IE. 
2B7 *6 26 

PUH **S05 

esS 

JSSlVj -*1163 
1271V ,3V 04 

8 3 S9 

S&J&S2 

era'll 4*ao4 

550 -2 7.1 

877 -U 42 

ca ■ 66 
530y-IShp 

£B®» 4W05 

5 U S 2B 

m** -Vr 05 
«o -5 as 
asiv -i 5.i 


. r »rat I 

iKffK 


VH RE Coda 
34 17 4 X67 
16 195 2643 
82 108 2SC0 
54 94 4437 
*2 12.1 2661 
1J ■ 351 
29 110 3410 
2643 

2.7 170 2660 
25 186 3675 
U 170 30 
I 7B TIE 26 
31 166 3113 
6 0 160 JW0 

64 62 3?in 

D7 201 2185 
01 205 3515 
70 VO 3014 
U 116 
16 


- 62 20M 
24 lOD 3015 
16 216 4090 
27 106 5340 
46 ISO 4497 
I 16 152 4515 
16 ■ 45*7 


DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 


an sm 
107 OTRNtfa 
M4 Banstofd 

743 OnrtwCsa* 
105 Cogkscn 
KXJ OansM 
189V HMD 
136 HKhnOCdn 


. Q4 2516 
40 124 1770 
26 225 1982 
17 176 2022 
11 210 2436 
10 107? 

26 170 26*3 
34 (OB 2693 
a 2 152 2766 

2.7 280 

26 166 277» 
22 167 2912 
00 260 1M9 
21 164 326? 

27 153 3307 
U 156 3410 
4.1 106 2050 
17 167 3944 

- 3677 

4.7 151 4392 
16 TO15 
4.0 161 4496 
36 115 4SMJ 
1 J 276 4S20 
46 174 4503 
SO 154 4664 


VG/CONSTRUCTION 


Hit M3L9 

• 40 66 

- 36 145 
-3 15 lii 

*Y 1 


-I 44 114 
5 36 
*1 15 11 
•3 20 144 


- 45 9.4 
■ 61 64 

• 36 107 
•» - 145 


♦3 7.1 105 
.1 46 67 

- 59 70 

- 55 116 

- 76 67 
/■ 66 366 

- 25 

«■ 10 5 26 6 
a- 15 236 
I- 25 145 
4- 37 ns 
♦1. 61 14 0 
- 

- 67 296 

• 47 294 

• 13 : 
' 82 

V 36 64 
Ml S3 161 
■ 163 
• 14 

- 11 116 
o tons 
■2 8* 126 

- 26 1Z6 
«• 62 162 

- 15 
-2 36 

**1 Si 
*7V 25 
*S (4 


174 134 LonUo 

ITS 12* Pac*c 0u*4> 
*4 3* nenacoalin 

£01 -<*7 PUMPOUT 

152 123 nepnar 

1TB 131 SMDatoV 
230 16* - 

174 123V 

20? 148 Sulir 

36 227 TTGmvp 

Sit Ton*** 

UV ToMgafMi 
36 TatftaalXpl 
300 Ml Won! 

400 313 UMMSm 

350 299V WaMnaH 
200 162 WMacn9 

ELECTRICITY 


ess 564 Eauumnds mn 
B7B Kto Eatoam 97* 
no 548 ImtnBK 899 
(OS on Manmo Wli 

MB 603 IMHa BIB 
661 421 V WRm 478 

271 15BV NtfPDnarpp m 
9B0V 821 V Norman 933 
1222 611 NOMD KBS 

477 313 Win Hand 4*6 
BOB 4S7V POMrOen 5*0 
2BB 176V mnafiarnp 234 
OT 303 EomHMka 3S6 
308 SnlWiPM 377 
E52 304 sartoml 6*7 

kbs 630 Susan vsaas. tm 
977 546 SoOM 913 

974 603 BSiWaaHni 900 

955 596 YmtoMra 871 

ELECTRONICS 

159 77V AamCmn 148 

am is 

296V 127V AmM 


127 4- 77 

283 * 24 

327 r-5 55 

171 -1 35 

172 -I 1.1 

1» -65 

4fiV *lV 17 
606 -1 39 

200 *6 3D 

140 -52 

160*1 -JV 76 
1*6 »1 76 

3«V 4 V 22 
380 46 64 

27 *1 55 
IGB -2 13 
153 - 76 


SHARE PRICE DATA 

Pria.-s are in aerlinfi except where staled Tbe yieW b bsi year’s JividciKl, grossed up 
by 20 per am as a pownogc of ibe store price- Tbc price/caniinp tP/Etraiio tsihc 
share price divided by tea yea*'* eamin£5 per share, eadutfing cxccpu'onaf items. 
Other details: zr Ex rights * Ex-dividend > Ex-olt ■ Untisicd Securities Markcl 
s Suspended pp Partly Paid jm Nil Paid Shares. Source: Fubuu. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows joii to access rcsl-Uxnc share prices by phone from Seaq. Simply dial 
0891 i23 335, followed bv [he 4-digil code prfeoed wad lo each shore, lb areas the 
tuesi reports (fid 0891 1233 followed by one of the two-*figit codes bdow. 

FT-SE 100 — Real-time 00 SlcTfing Rales 04 Privatisation Issues 36 

UK Slock Marte l Report 01 Bullion Report OS Vfeier Shares 39 

UK Company News 02 VtallSl Report 20 Ekeiririty Shares 40 

Foreign Exchange 03 Thkyo Marta* 21 High Streci Banks 41 

Am-one with a LowvdiaJ lelephonc can we this service. For a detailed description i or 
The Independent Index, including hs portfolio facility, phone 0891 123 333. 
For assszancc, eall oar helpline 071 873 4375 (9-30am - 530pm). 

Cato tot 39pperm»* frfapnwj, amidol aHrtfceriisw. Orifciaijw MudeW 

MARKET LEADERS: TOP 20 VOLUMES 


36600 ASOA Group 
SHOO CsttolMi 
1B500 treheape 
15500 MbsyNtfOW 
1 6000 Sen 


16000 GflE 
11000 fWsitoyce 
1152 't Hanson 
9.700 BAT Ms 
6500 BT 


1S7 - 35 

212 a-1 55 
172 a- 64 
tOf -3 6.7 
267 - 27 

289 -3 62 

22V *V 56 
48V 4 Vi 55 
29 • 2J 

400 • 65 

330 6 57 

IBB X- 35 


FT-SE 100 INDEX HOUR BY HOUR 

Open 3633.8 up 1.4 1 11X0 361 8> down 1 1B 

DSL00 3627.6 down 4.B 12JM 3617 J down 14.6 
10.00 362U dawn 10.6 13.00 3615^ dawn 17 J2 


42 11.7 4924 
IB 135 *82? 

45 105 ««?7 
IB 136 4885 
52 93 *849 
44 9.7 4061 

42 tat 5008 

47 B6 4B5B 

35 »6 4880 

36 109 *909 

46 96 4961 

35 125 5009 
46 103 3118 
68 106 3119 
25 135 4*4 

36 106 *864 

48 106 4968 
46 106 *665 
6* KLB 4883 


HP Low Stock 

I 61 22 

163 74 

176 110 

170 100 

2*5 138 

110 75 

73 IS 
305 200 

60V 33 

202 180 
144 86 

235 M2. 

335V 212V 
183 135 

33 150. 

aJ7V 132V 

7B1 228 

138 79 

17V 11V 

520 380 

X® 238 
IBB M 
1*3 83 

220 167 

SI 36 
880 lie 
2B0 170 

2lV 11V 
295 246 

56 45 


131 77 

304 209 

250 225 

100. 18 
1SV BV 
aa 430 
436 284 

281 117 

39 17 

set IB 

61 

170 *1% 

048 481 

600 330 

KB 399 
*0 30 

107 80 

565 434 

72 61 

s *s 
i i 

614 IBS 
100 

341 288 

£ A 

330 :«1 

g; 

TOV 577V 
484 

II 


Aim 

IW"3 

BamM) Bw| 

Batocrnni - H 

BW I 

BryiSsipfil 

CULUcnm 
OsanMlHdgi 
CNootfs 
CkvMtw 

CnyBecH 

esaS 

DMB Hi 
DenotoonH 
DMaBIVl 
DvrBuPn 
IDiMIM 
Iflnii* t%> 
atn^M 


Euewann 

wSXtEwtt 

RmtdTaoi 

QEC 

SsC 

Mu-lwSwr 


122V -3 15 
279 1/2 56 

236 


416V 364V or 
476 350V 04*81*1 

136 102V M Teuton 

32 V 22 “mmex 

1765 1475 SeanKur 
1130 900 SacOtCWA 

1158 728 50CDWS« 

196 M7 Tamms 
ai'l 177V IMAm 


TEXTILES & APPAREL 


434 4 ZB 

81-6* 
2275 *25 07 
533 -10 - 

31 V - (L* 
688 -1 14 

SZ5 - 17 
*B5 2 02 

SI !► 38 

315 4 45 

ra - 84 
153^4 *V|15 
^V - 36 
230 tJ 64 
297 u- 26 
2M. -4 26 



Jf IP 5 

ise 


Hp 

aasa 

'Sr 
s IS * 08 
SvKSSfe 



IMV 

j? 

Si 

a 

21 

u 

"i. 

% 

an 

516 

JS 

.28 

-S 


270 

215 

1* 

B 

88 

#■ 

&4 

« 

343 

V3B 

m 

W 

SB 

330 

247 

m 

a 

2U 


sS : 

6 “ ; ai »jo 

m . S3 S3 

sb* -a 5J«i 

. 36 65 

U ■ sS 173 
E - 34 6.1 

3 1 Slg 

| A 

I 4 » S 



&200 Oanada 5.50 

BJBO LASU0 WO 

5300 Lieu 530 

OfiOD BUM 530 

6300|P«Q (Ml 

14D0 3810.S down 21.6 
15J» 3611.0 down 21.4 
16JD0 36012 down 312 
Close 3602-5 down 262 


MnOl n 

30 - 66 

157 +1 32 
182 -I U 
170 *1 16 
331 l» 2.7 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


665 S 83 125 IKS 

*53 -a IB 19.1 SB* 

107 -2. 42 • *823 

02*11 -Vt - 4740 

1688 • 03 873 3978 

833 -2 (15 204 3980 

900 -3 09 212 3986 

162 VI - - 

mV «6V 2.1 27.1 6656 



- *6 14.1 

- 36 63 
M2 33 

- 26 466 
*■ 1*3 7fl 

- II 186 


788V . 

413 Z 16 
101 » « 
£23V *7*l£2 

221 - 26 
211 - ZB 

147 *2 11 

-1 

- 07 
2S9 «1 Z4 

83 M2 34 
4 - 


ZH3 -5 23 

™ ml m 
« « 27 
48*. M2 64 
11V - 

17 

108 * 26 
202 « SJt 

300 - l* 

1*4 i ai 
80 - 23 

016 - 26 : 
»« - u 

ra -2.1 
270 -6V 66 

441 - 11 

154 *2 56 
385 - IS 

186 - 16 
371 *3 49 ; 

69 - 83 

488 *a 77 

1BO - 16 

C11"» -Vl39 
BV ■ 

276 ■ 24 

194 -1 6.1 

92 -9 

410 -3 46 


680 »-l 56 
11BD • 69 
«S - 62 
(SV - 42 
5H) a «6 
648 ► 44 

173 . 44 

473 a- 45 

& : a 

naw» §1 

HB *a 54 

HOB +15 46 
607 - 6J 

670 -2 46 

66* we SB 
704 *1 72 

354*3 *1*1 *7 
618 *7 66 

350 - 43 





























Unsold 4 (teisai 
GUEfCntiS 9ac 




6BH 13S2 dtm 

jgjs 1G77 cnn 

[ncn PPT Fmk) 


(UK) 

I Ml ISS 

i ten iss 

I Z7S40 dUB 


9(43 158 

8194 

5026 US 




2*71 2471 dUO 



T*n 0203 
72fii rrx 




Amo Rscmry *c 
Aid Acc 


Saudi t Atm 

Soecuaa 


2233 US 
Ittl 090 
4S7E DOO 
3545 062 


* 52 IS! 
2912 162 
£88 142 

traa ous 
2297 d*W 
084 017 

2294 042 

KM2 491 
167 491 
3995 02 

me DDE 
1226 0054 
6134 0D1 

I 

679 on 

a in up 

MOB 369 
5625 035 
SOI 144 
2817 273 
1765 0420 
4213 OE 
4234 012 

Oil 0366 
274 

8160 <y 
2266 d2S 
2306 

2B86 IIS 

4778 tS 
892 307 

3DS30 OB 
MU5 d404 
BUB 09 
0772 156 

0439 (033 
710* 293 
9268 an 
2030 129 

9424 d 
5091 057 

4468 0044 
2585 

5836 d- 


204 urn 
3105 H54I 

2655 IBM 

as «s 

5865 dia 

4781 240 

860 aua 

OM 271 
2931 221 


B26 dOOO 
3056 dDOO 
053 aoo 
3BB 000 
2065 068 
7361 OB 
tea 127 
2583 077 
679 278 
4456 UK 
8978 000 
8UM 000 

sy s§i ™™z*** 0 

5307 MB M?h22“ 

1710 U* 1 *""" 

6343 073 


2713 (UO 
toy 0163 


DolAconfl 

ootaiemM 

Do (Aeon* 


gssr 

(Acamlha) 

as 


MB 208 
9022 M 
635 147 

026 IBM 
340 8130 
m 8U6 
4520 168 

0050 080 
6430 d 
2253 0900 
723 * a 
VEm 2*5 
1080 U438 
7779 2JB 
mad 202 
30500 d 
a 

33051 DOO 
D33 134 

H07 134 

3258 397 
OU 387 
0809 103 

3388 20 

80 4fl 
922 4K 
4812 8fl8 
5251 088 

0361 

IKM 

8711 098 

024 098 

BB9HF7 
10171338 an 
Tore 75a on 

7052 75a 000 

5927 6339 000 

8055 8*78 000 

3384 3578 140 

4885 385 140 

SW 03 M3 

eiiir 5499 ora 

oaa Wl 45 

2389 29 M 405 

6104 8608 000 

sub sen qoo 

on W 037 

ma mu ore 

TDD? 7144 233 

gg ££ IS 

5483 6882 387 

w*5 *61 UMB 


051 667 000 

5130 5423 d444 


3*30 3687 06 





GypnrfPmndaj 

DamaiVJKRM) 

UMand/Guid-*) 


fmnoacmmcs] 7a™ 

(3«wiY(Mrt8| 
OreaCdWracMniO 3800000 

hi»g Kongpednn) n*W 

tabndfPunl*) ““ 

haMLWJ 3000000 

-toe**-) 

UbMI 05560 




Sefenteod 

pfa-mrt 

am. 

Larfeard 

4125% 




I 


jtowUrg^ 


(AccunUMl 

immlMIt 





017 B17 OSS 


36920 39270 H194 

4960 48890 *84 


iea W » 


223 277* 8222 

4540 SO* d531 

BIS Off OSS 

sS TOB 8439 



GU 

578 


4085 

876 



<B7S 





BU 

0579 


4037 

■STB 


an 

0291 

7261 

7J» 

dZHT 


ma 

000 

BBS 

W6 

000 

bus 

HOB 

DC 


nr 

OK 

ms 

tso 

aw 

rafi 

UU 

aw 


TOO 





4028 

4265 



Long C3l 
Goman Bond 
JGJSond 

mbm Bond 

3U suing 

3M EuoS 
3U Eiromarif 


Euro SB 
FT-SE 100 
FT-SE2S0 
Elmira 



HI0i/Low 

EstCants 

Open 

tor day 

traded 

interest 

103-00 <8-25 

3406 

<ebh 

9793 9765 

7683 , 

177TO 

02.7* 0299 

309 1 

0 

10297 8344 

34334 

3806 

9348 9345 

7881 

01D5B 

8372 9389 

5437 

82546 


□ 

no 

9632 3808 

18350 

12679* 

9535 9630 

2041 

164683 

9465 9460 

760 

7TG3 

9460 9*78 

535 

5476 

9603 9738 

1640 

1B953 


5289 

64*44 


0 

3200 

6954 8846 

3938 

22176 


Settlement price: 3602.0 

SeriW 

December 

January 

February 

March 


closing offer 
3550 3500 3650 

84/34 50/42 28/70 

114/49 84/69 59/95 

138/61 106/82 82/107 

66/77 123/96 98/121 


CaH/Put 

3700 Tbtal/vois 

12/m 

38/126 

60/137 

75/149 




3X3 dt» 
•BOO BE4 


MU 

AMOf 

095- 1405 

M35-45 

Copper 

A 

2964-8S 

ZW-41 

Lead 


6455-MS 

721-22 

Metal 


8570-80 

0690-05 

Tm 


6400- 10 

643005 

Znc 


1329-30 

1053-54 


X 



era en is 

8069 7375 14G 

ra BUI M 

9030 7326 4164 

7B50 6307 me* 

67B3 7177 429 

8844 U58 438 

ffi.73 6637 601 


769 6306 d*20 


LV-'-T*'.'- 1' : - 

■4 








pm fix An 

s 

t 

Coins 


s 

£ 

S 

£ 

PtaftTMTI 

4CLOO 283.45 

Brftnm.1 

397 

254 1 

Kiutfrands 373 jB 6 239/47 

Pafladum 

13300 

8505 

Brltarnia5az 

200 

OB ! 

Sotfu 78/94 

50/60 

Shorapot 

553 

335 

BitortaZSar 

W2 

65 1 

Nodes 405/20 256/69 

GoldBlfti 38225 24458 

BrtBfida.O cz 

47 

30 1 

Maple Leal 384/97 »6/54 
lonSMI&n 

AGRICULTURAL 









CWfta 


Bariqr 


POtaMH 


Pottaw 


ICE Eton 

m 

Eton 

ICE 

Eton 

LCE 

Eton 

MA GkJ/WQfcg 


Dec SS 

N» 

3458 

Hat 

isoo 

Mb 

2TOM 

tor 396 


M» 956 

2*1 

2171 

to 

1B40 

to 

25000 

Apr MB 


MV 973 

Mv 

2036 

■tor 

120.75 

Mr 

28500 

toy 426 


VM 2,246 

vot 

4544 

Wot 

11 

V* 

55 

Vat 484 


WW* Sugar 

Ra* Sugar 

FMghi 

Whdft 


Cora 


IJCE Odn 

ICE 

Eton 

ICE 

Eton 

ICE 

Eton 

CBOT# ContB/buM 

Mar 35238 

Jai 

■025 

rt» 

005 

Nw 

0775 


Seri 

toy 34270 

Mar 

«90 

Dbc 

ISO 

Jan 

0720 

Dec 3&50-32325 

32525 

Aug 33330 

Uay 

mr 

Vbt 

* 

tor 

0930 

Mar 33226-32973 

33200 

Vot 56 

w* 

0 

Indm 

mi 

Vot 

547 

May 33375-33125 

arcing 

Other Softs (Agricultml) 





AM 

IOM 

Nw Matas (No3}~ 

Stone 

G55 

Feb 

EoyaOH FL/nkg 

955 

Dec/Jon Copra (t) 

Stan 

WO 

Nw.'Uec 

CocarutCS ft) Ston 

7850 

CataMNYI 

UScentm dosed 

FflMta 

SmtawrOiD Ston 

60CLO 

Dbg Wbd 


AartAg 

6900 

Dec 

Rapeswdoe artfflfl 

915 

Dae Rubber* 

McenWg 

cm 

No+Oac 

Groundnut CS Eton 

3950 


“Y “W* 1 ■ tfiepnBBliiitaieidi *llata|al* ""tl Eimpo Saon* FTMmundM 


ENERGY 









BreM Crude 

paorrtl) GnoO 

(Stomo am 


Product*! fStauna) 

IPE SJBpm 

*cbg 

Yragd 

PE 

date *ehg 

2SNM Spot CF North WK-a Eucge 

Jan BA 

-an 

035 

Dec 

S725 +OJB Jan 

■BK 

i Loodod Gamine 

W-W 

F* *54 

-003 

088 

toi 

6675 +075 Fob 

mo NapMw 

146-61 

Mar 1636 

+003 

«a 

Feb 

15550 +050 ^ 

086 ECGtod 

68- SD 

*ot 12/179 

Mrs 

18-70 

Vbt 

BA11 A|T 

1750 Hbwv Fuel CB 

67-89 

■*™ Mftxii pnpHoii* m* ta+gop+Milw 


wmK. 9araL as+jndiina 4m (Sen, 

pfcOfl 


142 

*83801 
4562 56 

7325 BO 
31260 04 


COHMOOTTY INDICES 

■GSC1 ImBtdi Sana data +Spat MayCbg Dec 31st % 779x2 dig ftarago «Yrchg 

bdn , «71J=I» 6840 +050 WITH +423 17705 +541 

AgriaBrt H70-W0 27171 +033 31001 +056 ywn* +BlJS 

Eiwgy W3-D0 6249 +005 5085 +500 SOM +438 

Men Mem B77-W0 196.70 +520 2QB3 -9JM ma> 40 

Umbo* TOO^eO 6248 -OS B3J2 536 anma +na 

Rsdaa Maafe 1373' WO 48338 590 48781 -001 48252 -103 

Swttt&ttnan.3edaiCa "GSOeilndentaiiW ra - da nafcdqddrnBjtotatCtt ICtaaHot&tevtt 


8*39 96 

o*a 


35558 05 

4S79 237 


K 100 Largest Insurance Funds 








































































INDEPENDENT - FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER 19S5 


c, y\ iso 


Dwyer steps in 
as the lucky man 


Racing 

GREG WOOD ‘ 

The mosi sought-after square 
yard of leather in racing was fi- 
nally filled yesterday when 
Mari: Dwyerwas booked to ride 
One Man, the hot favourite, in 
the Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury tomorrow. Dwyer be- 
came available when Jodami. 
the 1993 Gold Cup winner, 
was unexpectedly scratched 
from the race, and with so 
many other leading jockeys ci- 
ther injured, suspended or spo- 
ken for, his switch to One Man 
was almost a formality. 

Gordon Richards, One 
Man’s trainer, deserves some 
complimentary shares from 
British Telecom after fielding 
calls in recent days from every 
member of the weighing room, 
' up to, and probably including, 
the clerk of the scales. Dwyer, 
though, is one of the few with 


the experience and talent to slip 
smoothly into the boots ofTbny 
Dobbin, sidelined by a fall on 
Monday. The grey is new as 
short as 11-8 to follow up his 
success in last year’s Hennessy 
at Newbury tomorrow. 

PclcrBeaumont’s reasoning 
in deciding to bypass the Hen- 
nessy with Jodami wiU give con- 
siderable encouragement to One 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Steadfast EBte 
(Bangor 1-20) 

NB: Be Warned 
(Southwell 2.40) 

Man's backers. Jodami was beat- 
en seven lengths by One Man 
when both made their seasonal 
debuts at Ayr two weeks ago but. 
despiLe being 41b better at the 
weights tomorrow, will head for 
the Hinchliffe Champion Chase 
at Kelso on Monday. 

Beaumont said; “We always 
had the option of Kelso and we 


don’t want to give him too hard 
a nice ul this stage of the sea- 
son. Realistically, wc couldn’t 
beat One Man aL the weights, 
though it might be different at 
level weights, and we have de- 
cided to go for something a lit- 
tle bit quieter." 

His opinion is shared by 
Dwyer, a Hennessy winner on 
Galway Blaze in 1985 and sec- 
ond on Jodami three years ago. 
“Spare rides don't come much 
better," he said yesterday. “I 
thought One Man would win 
the Hennessy when I finished 
second to him up at Ayr. 1 sal 
on him for the first time today 
and had a canter on him this 
morning. I’ve seen a few videos 
of his wins and it is just a case 
of trying to familiarise oneself 
with him as best one can." 

One Man is 11-8 favourite 
( from 6-4 ) with William Hill for 
tomorrow’s race. They then 
bet: 9-2 Rough Quest. 5-1 Earth 
Summit, 7-1 Couldnt Be Better, 



One better; Mark Dwyer, from the disadvantage point of the pursuing Jodami, watches his Hennessy GoWCup 
partner. One Man, jumping to victory at Ayr two weeks ago Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporting Life 


10-1 Black Humour, 12-1 
Young Hustler, 14-1 bar. 

As if the hints about One 
Man’s chance were not enough, 
Richards provided further evi- 
dence of his stable's well-being 
at Carlisle yesterday when an- 
other grey chaser from Penrith, 
The Grey Monk, won his sec- 
ond race over fences every bit 
as impressively as his first, at Ayr 
a fortnight ago. 


He already seems certain to 
be a serious contender at the 
Festival next March, but the 
same may not be true of Cal- 
lisoe Bay, one of last year’s best 
novice hurdlers. Oliver Sher- 
wood’s highly-regarded young 
chaser atoned somewhat for a 
fall on his fencing debut at 
Cheltenham when winning at 
Uttoxcter yesterday, but was far 
from fluent. 


The Grey Monk’s victory' 
helped to keep Richards' strike- 
rate this season at more than 40 
per cent, but rude health is not 
so conspicuous at Charles 
Egerton’s stable. Egerton an- 
nounced yesterday that Mysilv, 
the 1994 Triumph Hurdle win- 
ner and a 12-1 chance for next 
year’s Champion Hurdle, will 
miss the Fighting Fifth Hurdle 
at Newcastle tomorrow. 


“1 was not happy with her 
blood this morning and her 
coat does not look as well as 
normal," the trainer said. “One 
or two of mine are getting a lit- 
tle cough but it is nothing seri- 
ous. I suppose she will go 
straight to Cheltenham for the 
Bula Hurdle, where she will be 
Large Action's pacemaker." 
Egerton’s sense of humour, at 
least, is fighting Si 


Grain takes it easy as Tokyo test approaches southwell 


Pure Grain, aiming to become 
only the second British-trained 
winner of the Japan Cup, did 
nothing more than a light can- 
ter yesterday under her exercise 
rider, John O'Brien. 

The Michael Stoute-trained 


Ally’s task in Tokyo on Sunday 
was eased slightly with the 
news that Lassigny, the Roth- 
mans International winner 
trained in America by Bill 
Molt, has a bruised foot and 
may miss the race. 


NEWBURY 


UOO KBcoran Bay (nb) 
3-30 Bertone 
2JOO Nahri 


HYPERION 

230 OLD BRIDGE (nap) 
3.00 Wmsford HHI 
3J30 Yahtni 


Pure Grain’s hig-race partner, 
John Reid, lakes over in the sad- 
dle for a more vigorous workout 
this morning. 

The other European runners 
- Carling and Hernando from 
France, and Germany’s Lando 


- also bad their first laste of 
Tokyo racecourse yesterday. 

Cent 41 Misty Amazon, 9 3 Marita B ran. 
6-1 Danewm. Sandpit. 10-1 Pure Grain. 
12-1 Awad, Hernando. Lassigny. Maflkane- 
tarmnauser. 14-1 Royce & Rapes. Tata Bw- 
rarq. 201 Carling, Lando. Nice Nature. 
33-1 other*. 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand course with sUfT funru*. 

■ B^>tor<ebi^«iilw^.rfloi^i^A^I.Ral»w^‘iUUMr(sfTvt(x-rromUjndc>o.Pa(Vtii^ 

adjoins course. ADMISSION: Members £13: TancnoOs SS; Silver Rmj- £3 lOAft. 
hair price). CAE PA RK; Free; Plauc area £3 per car plus £3 per person. 

: <ae - 1 i-mctNB 
| [channel 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS; D Nicholson - 34 wuuhsn fivro I os run- 

nora gnra a success nuioof -J3 G* and n low m a S 1 k-vtl xuke of £21.1 1: N J Hen- 
derson - 31 winners, PR runners, 21.2%. -S7 I r O Sherwood - 18 winners, 08 rumen., 
3W%. 14: M C Pfpe 1 7 winners, 77 runners. 22.1% +£4.46. 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: B Duiwoody - 38 winners, MO rides, 26%, -£18.35; J Os- 

borne-38 winner,. 149 rides, -S7. Ill, A Magnirr- 19 winners, 120 rides. ll.INb. 
+£3.05: P Holley - 13 winners. 63 rides. +£2.05. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN IUYS: Nunc. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: SanuncrhiU Special (2.00) has been sen 173 miles 
by Mm N DuUirid from Axmuuih, Fortitude Star (3.30) has been arm I )9 mile- by Mrs 
R Henderson from FuDyGate. th-vun. 

fl nnl FRESHMAN’S JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS O 
l J " w l £4,750 added 3YO 2m lSOyds Penalty Value £3£80 

1 331 MjRMM BAY (13) (D) (N$yi Hanoi I ttJUnc 11 3 lOsberen 

2 3 BRIMMVflOV(SO)(TRPeaea» J Jvmc 1012 RDrereooriy 

3 4 CABOTS RRST (27) iSten Uofcfl 5 Uetor !0 12 MPenWt 

e 0 MRU51MEGREXrai)lCRBunwDM0»lO12 JAMcCtrttiy 

i i GENMNE LEADER OOlJ (Jtoynwc P MopO) 10 IT 

6 USCRHO (Stew Nrtanl M Ape 10 12 — OBttapretor 

7 UNION UU) (Upfends BowfctodO C Brooks ID 12 ..GBratSey 

3 MUTAZZ (The AMouio Pannersnipl W R Hem ID 12... RFaraw 

9 OUR KBS iMiDon ta Mna Pannerefip (5)1 N Heretoson 10 12 IRItemgi 

1ft 0 P0RT3CATH0 113) (Value For Money Raong) ite laaaietofr S Doyle 10 12 — SMcNtfl 

11 HEAOWOWEH lite. Jute Sttl J EnOser 10 12 DTOdw 

12 TIBETAN iLfloy Hemes) Lacy Hemes 1ft 12 — — -Ettapfy 

13 CFO 70SKAN0 (12) tBeriWne Canrrercal Cantwerts lid) D Whams 10 12 —A lamadi (3) 

14 WESIMNSTER (John Butfl M Tornpfcns 10 1? DGatatfter 

15 WET PATCH ifWer Hammcndl R Hamon lu . GMeCwat 

16 HAYS LOOS ILady Hwibi C BaiwJ 1ft 7 BCWtart 

17 RA0FTC OUHTTURE iFrim BanraHI C Ban** ID 7 .Hudson (7) 

-17 doaared- 

BETTING: 7-2 UaoHu, 4-1 KBcoran Bay, 8-1 Oor Km, Mutarz, 10-1 Brttetay Boy, lyntoo Ud, 
12-1 wet Patch, 14-1 others 

1994: Brare Tornado 3 10 12 B Clftrt 3-1 16 B Battng) U ran 

FOAM GUIDE 

I TIBETAN, a htoMmOier to Safely m Nwnoers, loqte a race type (or Siamma Is |« 

tong aai. he s retaweiy u^dy-raced and ha ran wl( (after a ttree-morth lay-rtf) when a tw>- 
lensth second to H£i Pawarch m a 14-fwtang UngfieW marten last month. On the dmmside. 
Tmetai has tfrown signs of a suspect temperament, tad it b worth rttwig that he takes .to fcr- 
dane. He «d need to jump well m win a (arty crxnpeimw rate ath as tns in a og field, but 
them wte probably be a good pace on. which wd help Onng his sayaig ptn^er Int o ptiy. Onr 
Kite, arotner stayvu type and a handwap winner this jear. «s a hstf-orother to a moderate wn- 
rang nunter and cos 20,000ff*sout of Gev HarwoorfB )*rd at the Neamerto AtAtennSatas. 
He irrviDued on prevKAE fc*m to nwi a 14-firiong Neemarhet han rtcap la st mcndi andKSdi 
Henderson ml get the best Itam hrn. lisotho Jibs wwt 

arid s worm nobr^ tor martiet interest on his first nr for filaron Pipe, stioctiqn: hheian 

pronl OXFORDSHIRE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £6£00 added 
3m Penalty Value £4^533 

1 3F-1321 EBIT0NEC13) iMc Harry J KBa^G II 10-_ J Ottome 

2 30012-3 ACT Ih£ VWfi S3) BFJ C&W_A Tune) B P e '22E 

3 22F5W MSOUITaYAVBIMEtm (Upenite BtaaMod- j C Brews 5 11 L-.- Gjawy 

i 1344T2 DB3rae 

-4dedared- _ 

BEnWGE 4-7 BertOM. 4-1 MWtately Aemde, B-l Act The *-l 0"*" Mnee« 

MMt Rose Krig 7 U 0 P 8-1 U Gdlo^fl^^ 

Three miles may noLberteal ^ wol 

AVERAGE Win stay W8H enough. He showed su fficient pmn^lan »«>nto no 
r»o*i i_ji r-u-rif. ttue ttm even \f he wfl need to wpiWB to mtfe fl n#ne for Widfitf. Ifi8 

wmmwmm 

tfidne is better than bfs bare record ouei nurtSes (one Marhot Rosen «nr su&sests- 
Sefecttoo: ABSOLUTELY AVERAGE 

r^TvriTl BRflMPTON HANDICAP HUfWJ-^fCLAS 5 B) £7410° a<Med 
1^00] 2m 110yds Penalty Vaftie ^900 

1 B 

1 *sss 

9 W s 

10010^x^9-2 10 


FORM GUHJE 

ESKIMO bSL looks an improving sort judf£d on the way she beat Tejano Gold at Warwick 
Iasi time. She 6 upped in grade and higier m the ratings, but she has a genuine outlook 
and 0K5 a stone from tfrineim who is capable of good form at two mles but mght be best 
oter two end a fuff. Ms tarea run was rn cne Tote Saver Trophy rtondcap HutOle at Chep- 
stow when srflh to Jibber The htober. Marius returned Iron u lengUiy fay-ofl to run second 
to Ufjitervng Lad on that same Chepstow card and that was encouagng. The balance of 
his lorni suggests he las been harshly treated m being raised 71b, but he gats «t here with 
the racing weight of lost lib. Nahri looks a (ou£i cookie, hating lept on wenin tacky- 
looMng cure* Irons to beat New Irm oomfonably at Leicester last time. He needs nudjjng 
along, but does respond and s another with a tow wd^tL He wii stay further. Sootlwnp- 
ton responded gamely to pip Tejano Gold at Worcester last lime, but a Ina througi that 
one suggests that Eskimo Nel mtfn wn that bade, whrte WOd Strawberry has yet to be 
out ot the first two m erjytt hunting atempts and has a wei^it that aril sun her, gy an that 
mr Non the small Side. SelectioK ESKIMO NEL 

|o Qnl JACKY UPTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B)£11M)00 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £7^42 

1 211321- AROUND THE HORN (217) (Q8*8*-m£t Fanners) JG#on3 8 U13._ lb ROTUetle (7) 

2 120301- ROUWN (2S1) (0? (P« Mnes) Mrs J Ptnar 9 11 12 .WMeretM 

3 2121F5- EASYBUCR(23ajCD)UPM4JWCooMNr«wmTtev«s8ll U CMaoda 

4 2M124- KBITSH ffEH (217) (CO) (Mrs Tm Mint) N Gasetee 10 11 5 .CtlawAya 

5 11P46A RASHID (223) (D) IR^fmcnd Toceq N HeXessn 8 11 5 IRfrawgh 

6 11-11FF WOE APPROACH (20} m (Ms S&eiK Baby 8 11 4 ROuwoody 

7 212215- TIE FROG PRINCE (232) (Ql)lltabea Cooped N&aeke 7 11 2 IDsbome 

B WOPS CMAPAEZ (S3) (D) fTJ BBie) Mss B Sendfa 11 10 9 BPOwsI 

9 FF512-2 OLD BRDGE (20) (D) (BP) (KCB MackBraei A Tind 7 106 BUeNaR 

m ^ docibrcsl w 

BETTINQ: 9-4 Roeyao, 7-2 Arewtoi Ike Horn, 02 UAse Appraaob, 8-1 Easy Bock. Pashto, The Dog 

Prince. 30-1 KentM Piper, 14-1 otters 

1904: KaababC U 12 0 S MeNeR 9-2 0 GArt! 3 ran 

RMtMGune 

ROUYAN won both htt tiendtaap starts over fences last season m impresske fashnn, but 
did not race again after toying rath Gnome’s Tycoon at Sandcwm n February. He had won 
at Hunu^don two and a half months esrfier, ouutassng Frisian House, and he looked 
usefto In winning a novice chase at Stratford the previous season, afthouffi he subsequently 
ttsappolntad m the Sun Alkance Nonce Chase a Cheltenham. OtMousty. there's a chance 
he wA need the mi today, but he gets a nanow «ote oner Easy Buck who ireuld hare gone 
rirxa to wtanvg first Ome up last term but for a 12 th-fence blunder In the Cbetenham 
handicap won by Rkier Mandate. He won Wee stewards, both times at Wanwck. but he 
won over the Ascot and Haydock fences the previous season and. at e#a, mi^n easily get 
better. He usually iumcc soinfly and he shouto be a ton* m ar^i two-and a-haff-mJe hand- 
■esp tieoontBEts ths aeeson. 1IM fTog Ptbica. onfy seven, is anaayer with the ponnuf to i 
do weB after a promtang first season over fences, whfle Around The Horn has enoicn warffit 
but is ultra consistent. Scloc tio u. rouyan 

lonnl SHOPPING ARCADE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE 
|ObWJ| HANDICAP tSJRDLE (CLASS E) £3£00 added 2m 5f Penal- 
ty Vahie £2,705 

1 1 WttSFOTO HBX[78) (Scr Horse Pcweri P Hrtt6 4 11 1 ij._ .. ,_..G Toeroey (3) 

2 P0B1-13 OAHKfRGHIBIBAtEPl) W W® l*OaM 0Shawfld5 118 .GHogaa 

3 0615 60lI»tfflfAFT (23) (Mrs S Wfnsl G Baay; 5 11 7 BFeMaa (3) 

4 5SH43 MR PRRCmiE pS) (Bfl (Ang^ Tefecom Omes Ptl C Brass 5 U 2 rittepby 

5 52»- RStONTHE BUN p80) thooert OgJen) Atumrt 8 110 GCranelS) 

6 444221 OUKSHAN (15) iD J Dcrmetyi J Jertvns 6 1013 CRmW 

7 412*)il- BAI« PIACE (2fil) Brren Dcorelifl S 9 «Vffi 008 ID 13 SCman 

8 OP-5313 CLASH OF CYMBALS (12) (BF] ilfie Withre ftmersrtpl J S Moore b ID 5— .—J Magee 

9 G53P MFCX TFC )5SNK f231 !S P lawdom Ftacr® M HeaWtOs 5104 XQaui- 

1ft P2600W TIE OVERTRUMPSt 1G7B| Wrs tanma ftwwcnj Qaeme Ftor 8 10 OPt*-' Hor* 

- 10 declared - 

Untrun i re&n: lOsf. True handicap The Oemmper 9s> Ttt. 

BETTWCe 04 Wtastori HR, 11-4 Dmlw, 3-1 Dark NiiJitJngW*. 8-1 GoldeanriR, 10-1 M Prtme- 
Swo, 14-1 Ra Ou The tom, Ctasb of Cyrtab, 16-1 oltors 
1994: Ode ffar B 12 0 P (fide 5-1 (M ppei 8 on 

FORM GUIDE 

FOX ON THE RIM has not had much chence to show Ns worth, bemg DrauDv flown on 
his season-apenmg run over fences at Kempton last Ncwemoer and then fabmg here in an- 
other chase a week »ter. admmedly when laflfng m neavy gong. Favourable note was made 
tri uie horse m Ns firet season. particUarty when he was a tenderly handled bui strong-fin- 
Bhtog fifth of 16 to ChamnleRor ewer hurtles «Wircamun rts owner. Robert Ogden, is 
enjoying a on of success and Fo» On The Run. *bo w« proeahiy be beck w fences in 
due course, looks nterestHig here with Gary Crone able lo darn 61b. Goid e nswW, a point | 
to pant winner, won Qriy a ma den hvrtle at Stradord last montn whan Mr Primetime was 
thkd. Wlnsford HU « dUBcutt to assess on September's Newton Abbot wm. bui has list 
lO&mflefy. Setecttorc FOX ON THE RUN 

|Q qnl SOWW*G NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £4,750 added 3m 
HOytte Penalty Vahie £3^04 

1 661-241 TOW LEADER 05) (D) IPrarJonesl RfksMer 6 1110 GSUpfdefT) 

2 D5DO-1P SHHET Bn>O0| (D) ntwDwopRartneBO H AtoerSllS- MrPHetoeyOT 

3 OPS*- AtHON (172) IAV ChadwOO C Wbeflon 6 11 0 Otrsdvan 

4 3-52 BARONET (IB) (BF) [Mrs CWD TTcmpsow D toc«*cr 5 U 0. DMferafcf 

5 OQ5 BEHIRAGHBWHW(7)(MreDere»S8ausy GBatSrg5110 BCSftard 

6 4 HEHJRTF DU fcMNOK EU) flptros axxWodU C State 5 11 0 SBradtay 

7 ODaL CUn Serai C Nasonl K Saiey 5 U 0. R Praw ec ity 

a FP WUNC*CX£131 iM^Getx^a Worieyl AM Can»cr4110 LDace 

9 W StAMI8WFO0L5BST)(SriwEBD«<n)KeatBy611O .TJMunpttfP) 

10 4202 TBffESOEETYRST (20) (mtucofl riffimaeona Wfl IAS 1 Pranan 5 11 0 — Wlbrrion 

11 04 WOODFORD GALE (2IQ (lady Uori) UNbbto) NHerdSROn 5 110— lOetame 

12 62-2 WWMtWfWESUdJCWSllO Ttoarthan 

13 Of FOfOTTUtesiARfSSTItMsABiiSainaewMisRffea^rsonSlftB JiSaBartS) 

BETTING: 2-1 Taonrstee TeW, 4-1 YMnri, 5-1 Tour tewter, 6-lBmnet, 7-1 Hera*# * Manoir, 
8-1 AKoe, 16-1 obn 

1994: FeeUrie Power 6 11 ONVitonswi evens (XBaiey) 14 ran 

FORM sure 

TENNESSEE TWIST has had three weeks to reemer fiom the esereons of fus fudles de- 
but ar Chepstow when a fine second to e usMU-taotang horse. Pleasure Shared, with Tom 
Leader foulh. Chepstow can be a iung-bursang cause when the ram gete n, as hs ev- 
ident there at Wednesday, so Tennessee Twist is gang tn make a good sttyw and has a 
decent chares here. Straw*, a neck second to Storm Norm at Worcester (2m). should 
stay three mBes and can Improve, nhUe the winfMig Msh pointer Odea Is «nth wstchatg. 
Woodford Gale. Yatvori and Hennfte Do Man o ir have shown varying Degrees of promise 
and tha wen-brad Vahm looks sure to win a race before tong after Ns taa-ier&h VMncaiv 
ton second to the higrty-rated See More Butoness. Selection: TENNESSK TWIST 


HYPERION 

12^0 Barrel Of Hope 12.45 Berge L10 Blue 
Adelaide 1-40 Montague Dawson 2-10 Home- 
tand 2A0 Be Warned 3J0 Drag/onjoy 3A0 Qab 

GOING: Sundard. 

STALLS: Of. 7C. Im, lm :tf- msidei rest - miwtdc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for Gf. 

■ KUrre*and surface; left-hand sharp, oval courec. 

■ Rarnxitmre is 3 nules bouth-csK of urwn and n mdes weal pT 
Newark at Rulteann. RoUesum Juncdon adjoins ibo course. AD- 
MISSION: Chib £1'1: Tatunafb ifl (OAP members of course's 
Diamond CfoU S4. acnmpvued unrfcr-1 6s fore). CAKPAHL Free. 


BANGOR 


HYPERION 

L20 Steadfast EBte 1-50 Big Arthur 2JW Fer- 
rufTno 250 Better Times Ahead 220 Do Right- 
ly 3^0 Castle Sweep 

GOING: Chess - Good; Hurdles - Good ( Good to Firm in places)- 

■ Left-hand, undulating course: rurvm :cfiyds. 

■ RacetmnSL- b 4 miles MMiltveasl or Wrexham near junction of 
A&25 and 8&06P. Bun service from Wrexham railway station. AD- 
MTSSION: Paddock £ft; Course 54 (under- IBs free all enclosuies). 
CARPARK: FVec. 


WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; Norn. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Babasba C4HO) has been sou 17Q 
mfles tp M Hpe tam Ntahtoashsyne, Devon; Paacy Sdccl Boy (24X0 
has beta sent 146 miles tyJ Bosley ftopiEngton lisle. Own. 

Toni CLASSIC RACING BOOKS SELLING HUR- 
l^"] DLE (CLASS H £2JS00 added 2m If 

1 L6441A) VIMISK) (B6) (DJ IN Car 7 U 9 IRaMon 

2 Ope AWE5IRUCX (463) B Pro 5 11 4 BaylyoM 

3 Q5MP0- DAMS ON SareCEpTSjJ PEaeock 7 11 4._RB*tany 

4 0 PAfBSH WALK (4) K Ha® 4 ll 4 SWyoae 

5 4 SOWN PUCE (15) JL teres 4 11 4 JLSSmMl 

6 1FP00-2 STEADFAST BITE (13) TO J J CTNefl 4 11 4 A Roche (3) 

7 ANBWNMilMEJMBnd* 81013 — Mr M Daly (7) 

8 PP- BUCHEV BOVS (380) A Baaey 4 10 13 Tltant 

9 POfWP- Pftcnc SHOT (333) M Tate 5 1ft 13 PMc l ea»4 n 

ID 055-222 PA1ACE MVBl (21) PR 0 Mrffan 7 1013 DJMoffitt 

U QUS( OF SKAMMN A Canol 7 1013 R Dm** 

- 11 doctored - 

BETTMR 2-1 saandbto BRa, 741 areUey BB)K 54 Maepa, Sarny Fm, 

7- 1 PrinllMr, 14-1 Qaraa of Stamaa Dm On Sbaance, lUdbn 

rrEfil ELLESMERE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
1 JjW 1 (CLASS F) £4JX>0 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 12S5P- DONAHS SLBi (249) M Mtorson 8 11 ID RSnata 

2 CD- 231X3 EAST HOUSTON (18) (BF) I J CTNed 6 11 5 MDay* 

3 OOW3- BIG ARTNOR (36R ft Mcnotson 8 U 3 Pf*w 

4 2J3LF-6 DANTES SUN (281 T Fore® 6 106 AThrertBB 

5 SBOW JASONS BOV (16) J M ftatflo/ 5 ID 5 IFTBay 

6 650535- 8EVMO0B SPV (Iftffl Mrs A Ha* 6 10 2 SWm 

7 040P2- WAflOO (238) J King 9 10 3 

8 P3-Q334 ON THE TEAR [8 ruj>c9 IDO SMyLyoOS 

-Sdadmd- 

MrtrTxm aefft Ifta Th* fanfeep ve^ic <n the Tea sa sat 
B£rn*C4-6EgArttar. s-2 Dratei Son. H e wn WWW 7-t JbMTi Boy, 

8- 1 East Houston, 14-1 Mcano, lfi-1 otbem 

Toon] WOOD FIRM STID HANDICAP HURDLE 
***** (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m If 

1 20-112F ffflRW«H21)nPIWi71110_Jhmfadift*v[7J 

2 »3 KABA5HABB)(D)MPtae5U9 l(J*ar 

3 U33«0 HM0E(20)G'fe*feyalL9 J MmBWtl 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Saraal f visor) f l2420.i;AUaz & Utfta 
Hownieito il3.- 1ST: Rawi & Webb Melody (2. HJk La Finale (3. 10l 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONfrOCSTANCE RUNNERS: Mfalwanl (i40| has beai sert 3SE 
mfict. by A Ncwcor nbe from Varracontbc. Devore 

1 0 ~ Qnl FARMERS WEEKLY HANDICAP (CLASS 
\ A ** W ** J \ D) (DTV I) £4^550 added If (AW) 

1 054601 SA^DO (USA) 00) W O'Sorrren 5 1ft 0 

£m*OVamn3 

2 252104 EUONIHXS! (M2) (Cl Ms Nttxafer 696 1 Tate 2 

13 130115 KMHVMDS IAOV(13) (0) R HcMEheed49S 

FLyocb (7)8 

4 500011 NASHAAJ (30) (D) MOaprai 79 2 — DR HeCiba (3) 11 

5 200032 SANDM00RDBB4(8)(CD)(BF)SRB»i'ng88l3 

^ Mctelv X 

5 000214 BABREL OF HOPE^i) ftS"lT ^reT8 12 KFafioa 5 

7 145406 SARASI (8) (t^ M Camacho 3 8 1L LCBarocfclO 

B 205065 OanSHOG(48)P)BRorincl4 88 JQWa4 

9 650506 DREAM CARRBt (27) (CD) RPe*a*’8 6 — RFariare7 

20 201000 /am5PMfXM(74g)CM>CQHy5B2 

11 OOOOOL SnM>TML(25)CThcmir3 7 7 .0 a ardweB9 

-lldadmd- 

ASnriwn ratfc 7a 7Tb. True handicap ea^ic Sore Tafl 7a 6to. 

BETTWCfc 7-2 Sayaado, 5-1 graifiinnr Dratoy 11-2 HartiaM. frl Ettna 
Ladgar, 7-1 Banal of Hope, Stand Ml, ID-lotbats 

l io AC EAST MIDLANDS ELECTRICITY (UN- 
X4J*Q\ COLN) CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
(DIV I) £3J50 added 6f (AW) 

1 5 FRAACD (30) S Wfams 5 9 4„ J Tata 2 

2 D10133 BBfGE na (CO) (BF) W (TOctTran 4 9 0 teana Otcnaan B 

3 460004 SUPERMTfU) B McMancn 3 8 11 SSaodaall 

4 016040 DESStT BANDER (13) (C) n P Qiaoron 4 B ID 

A Crftsne 8 

5 0 snMESKWt216] Pf€lg«36P GMndl 

6 S0S60 HOLD AStSTOOSTT (8) (COi ft HoSrafiastl 498 

Flinch (7) 12 

7 0-00000 UGHTM0t®BNr(14)WSCiwvngrta(n58B — ACtaAS 

B 000-00 S£AaOO(18)MCrecrnan48 6 IMa ID 

9 0 0AM3fBJA2ZIlre(73JVfawng|485_Deai»M(aca«n4 

10 560501 MHTMBVDAVS)(112)(CD)SRBwnig5B5.J(CaCria3 

11 100060 ALIAZ (Z7) (CD) R Harm 5 S 4 — AlMdayS 

12 000X03 VlADheSTtmaS) BDeH3a n582 PFe*8oy(6)7 

BETTMtk 84 Ber£i, 7-2 Daaart bawtor, 8-1 SspertiK, 8-1 Franad, Al- 
peu Matthew Doriri. 10-1 otbm 

i 4A| ORCHID MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added ZVO 5f (NW) 

1 FRONIMAN T D Baren 9 0 H»md2 

2 0000 BRESHAM IUER pfl) B ftdmcnd 9 0 SDWBtes9 

3 00 HAWKSlCr MLL (21) Mrs J terattr 9 0 KFMmIS 

4 052000 SffICH (4) C Srrsh 9 0 N Cafe* 8 

5 0S3 WWTlfV ORANGE BOY (U)JLEgre 90 JtLapiAilD 

G 00 VA MARHABA (57) J W teyw 9 0 MTabbattl 

7 YEOMAN OUVBTBMcManon 90 G Carter S 

8 OC BUM ADBADE (18) P Cc4a 8 9 DavM01«t(7) 1* 

9 46 MIM (71) W OGoanai 8 9 Baaa Otonaa 12 

10 GMAS GML S R Bamng 8 9 SWdtrtsrG 

U 0016 GOUBWORS DREAM (30) N MacaJey 8 9 J Tate 7 

12 K14GD0M PRMCESS (4) M Camadn 8 9 — LChamocklA 

13 03 lASIBUTNOTl£ltsrCia9FUnonltugKn8a_RMaB4 

14 03 LEARfRNG CURVE (13) Sir Mark PresccO 8 9>_G DufMd IS 

15 422 MASK FLDIVS?(140) M Jtf»w*yi3 9.. JMenMcNerarell 

15 0 QUNflESSA 152) 6 Palng 8 9 SSaadmS 

-Udadarad- 

BETTTNe 7-2 BhM AdcMkto, 4-1 Mask Rower. 9-2 fiafcre. 5-1 WHHay 
Orange Boy, 7-1 Last But Net Laaat. 12-1 QuteDtasaa, 14-1 othara 

tk 4ri| EAST MIDLANDS ELECTRICITY (UN- 
■^Tyi COLN) CLAWING STAKES (CLASS F)(DW 
B) £3450 added Gf (MW) 

1 060506 UNO BARNARD (UJJtfciwn 590 JQMaall 

2 306004 MONTAGUE DAWSON (41) (CD) Mrs N Macaiey 3 8 13 

n«*5 

3 206200 AT I* SA WV (18) (CO) T D Barren 48 8 

JWb*riayHart(7)B 

4 0000 MSSEMOR (35) J Gtow 3 8 7 SDVWBbbbIO 


5 645000 GREAT DCJweman386 PFetaay|6)9 

6 QOftOOO reNHVH 01ME(1S5) Jteihentm 486 JIFaBon 3 

7 000600 DOlffiLE BLOW («) fC) N Bycrefi 3 8 2 Gtead8 

8 265030 MOST UFPfTIY (84) J Bwy 38 2 — JoamaWebster(7)2 

9 65000 Y0UNGBEN(67)JW*mr^»381 1 Farming 7 

10 033160 HCHESTH? IASS (4) (D) S fl Boumg 3 9 0__ Jf Caffisto 4 

11 006000 USTVfOKftORJPOiOTgSBO DWripriOll 

-Jldedared- 

BEJ7P® 21-4 Grew Saar, 3-1 M7baSav*y. 02 AtoatltoMBy, 5-1 Mon- 
b«« DHta, 8-1 Dtssaotnr, 14-1 treherter Lara. 16-1 etboa 

roTnl FOY& CO NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E)£M00 added 2YD7f (AW) 

1 0300 eVBJS*MN(5VJHzGea«9 7 KFafloaS 

2 315103 H0BBAND(13}(I>)TJtei«nan95 AYWata (5) 7 

3 360100 BOTUPS HOIUUN (BQ (D) R MBams 9 5....-.0 13 

4 322UO BONYBtJf (93) (CD) J WVarren93 SOVABacnsl 

5 006604 RAM (8) w AAa 9 1 5Saadasl4 

6 451000 THE CLASH (3^ B PaBrg 9 1 RPBrt«m4 

7 60054 ANGUS IRCOftlllP (13) B MtMaflon 9 1 £ Carter IS 

8 004316 BOUT ENOUGH (48) [DJ (BF) 8 Itts 9 0 — I D Sntoh (5) 12 

9 6600 5GB(T GUEST (UQ ^tAMiPresctC 90 QDuflWidS 

10 600030 FOREMAN (10) (BF) W iTGomen 8 10. Emma Ottoman 13 

U 43600 TICnREMAGR(72)SRB0Hnng86 CTaapto(5)5 

12 5000 (MEUFE10UVEffiAHanEon86 J Stack (3) 2 

13 106005 MIH5HMEUUV(13)KBuleS0 CftritarlD 

14 400 TWO TIMER (55) M tohnsren 80 1 Fanning 3 

15 03260 COVIRACT BRIDGE (22) CThorrm 7 10 AMnr*ay9 

16 000 HADADABBtE (18) ter M4PK 4 7 9 IQrrirrelB 

SETTPAS: 7-2 Bob Em«^, 4-1 Rant 5-lAaf)n Mctemhp, frl iWsh Mator^, 
8-1 0 m life To Uw, Hemtand. 9-1 Hotfips HoeBhaa, 14-1 etban 

l O An l FARMERS WEEKLY HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) (DIV I) £4^50 added Tf (AW) 

1 010021 BEWARfe)ffi(CO|N(^&g)an 4102(7®1 

AEdday (7)2 

2 400006 J0MMETtEJDKBIR(CI9Jla9i4100-DBralld(ataai3 

3 203000 WMIES0RRa(lS>lQAIten»n4 910 J Stack (3) 7 

4 000663 SHADOW XJRT ® (Cl D Cnapman 5 9 d LCtareocklO 

5 044000 CU«nW\MI3ZER(2DMHEastort>vl093_KFBBan9 

6 000440 PRMA SUX (20) M Run 4 9 2 Th«S 

7 220033 StJPOtBB<Z(2DmF0TAatxny5810_^DiAto»4 

8 rrxm FBMAR(22)TEihefneon3fi5 A Whelaii (5) 6 

9 604013 aStMMSUair C3) JPWOTB 4713 a« JQtriRH 11 

10 160203 WSIBMM (8) (D) A teveombe 5 7 & JtMadrayl 

u OS-OXO ON VUt (USA) (112] (On R mans 8 7 7 — G Sarrkmff 8 , 

-Udedarad- 

ARrAnum ue^t 7sr 7to. Inre nancRap *e&C On V lb 7st 5ft. 

BE7IM& 4-1 kfcfcmanl, 9-2 Be Waned. G-l Joknaia The toker, Prima 
SA. Saper Bent, 8-1 Perenar, Sfaedoa Jay, 10-1 others 

|Q 1A| AC OFFICE SUPPLIES SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3£50 added 2Y01m (AW) 

1 000001 DRAB0N»V|lS)(QJWPawe92 JATabboftlfl 

2 41320 BUMBOOT (Z7) M Jctaoor 8 11 Ooao McKkmb 4 

3 0000 EMAXMG CAKAIfiR (8} R Hctnshese 8 11 -TMesS 

a OQQ GUWBtBSFeCUUmSRBawnng8U~CTBapw(517 

5 340500 KfMTZ (52) 8 Rotftwsl 8 11 LChanodtB 

6 0040 MtAWLLANDELAD (8) M Oiapron 6 11 

OB McCabe (3) 15 

7 6060 BfiHTHXB SENT (l«KMcAUjfe 811 SSaidersB 

8 4380P ADOE PRAY fe)U Jar® 8 6 I Tate 14 

9 330600 OA5SBOMISY(ll)UssGflyKrikuay86^AWhelaa(5)l 

10 00 CONTRAHE (I) M Ryan 86 GBartwefllfi 


11 000003 EnFEIDE (11) N 8(00(1 86. 


1 Qatar 13 


12 5006 HOU0RMV MEL0DV (8) B McMafon B B_ .0 Carter 3 

13 360253 1A (WALE (8) (BF) U H Eastart^S 6 KFaionl2 

14 MSJ0fE5RBQ)d»k»86 N Adams 6 

15 555506 POPPV MY LOVE (13) R Ham 3 6 DBallaateU 

16 500000 SPRMBSBH0UEnE(3VM5VAcarlwS6...ilDeariag2 

BETIWS: «. Mfl* Pray, MBmddafoot 5-1 IkagaMV. 7-1 Ctasafc Dafe^ 
15-2 Is fkda. 8-1 Qmcfce Cavairr. »-l ffipeOUi, 12-1 cftOT 

?4Al IRIS AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4*400 added lm 6f (AW) 

1 344040 KAURI (4) JBostof 4 120 Jbs S Boriey ®S2 

2 303000 NMIAIE P3) D Qnonvm i U 13... — J8aRCtarkO)7 

3 41-5000 MiSJMnEVR)R&(lA(nCSrreDi 7 113 

Jh*M Monk (3) ID 

4 313460 SIMlH>(lI?PWdMyn5U2 

5 823424 TBEIpiDfSTD (13) J Www 5 10 13 Wr a D ie ne I nner 5 

6 200622 UA8(CAN)A(CUiParfas51ftl3_JtMHNra0rtaa6 

7 040600 MODEST HOPE (53) (C)BtochmcnJ 6 1012 

Mrs L teerce 4 

8 31000 HANDMAIDBV (38) (Q A tenccn 5 10 10 

Mrs D K i tt lwiiaA (3) 8 

9 014030 BBSS- (USA) (39 K Bute 6 9 12 -..Ms H Sweating (7) 3 

10 IB 00 PHANAN DflJRPWDXk9910 lb* C Peacock (7) B 

11 004050 SMUGHTRYBI (TQ JUmg897. ibT Waters (7) 2 

12 36007 CHORUSaaV(LS8S)MisSAuainl097 

MnDHWB9M(7)U 

- 12 decbaad- 

4*wnam Sa 70. True flaraflajr »e®1i£:£rBn*W fl)er 9a 30, CZO- 

no Boy 9sr 30. 

BEnttft Mte.A-lSbBed, 6-lTteeentortD, IMHodeteHorak Stari©4 
Ryar, 14-lRadM, KandeaMeo, 16-1 others 


MS JOC5 R Bosherlon 8 6 


4 loom- GRSTS FAR (221) (□) G tem 5 11 5. S Bwmotfi 

5 011A MASIBt OFTTE HOUSE (783) MHammorri 9112ft Banltoy 

6 0P54-23 YBI < IBH£(122)JOs»fll411] WHcFartand 

7 032100 QBBSTSGLOI [20) J M Ekadey 610 12 — - IFTHey 

8 03QM PVSEt STREET 80Vff77J3cskyS ID 2. APmctorQ) 

BETTWG: 84 Hahataa, 3-1 Flamrilno, 4-1 Greesto Fab, B-l Y» TaoUa, 
7-1 Christo Gteo, 8-1 Master OftheHeina, 12-1 otters 

|o cni HELSHAW GRANGE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £6^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 lllfVl BETTER TMES AHEAD (14) 09) G Athens 9 120 

BHarttegd) 

2 F5Q212- H0ttOTVWW)(17fl[D)S&w*sfa.l0Ul2_JFtelft» 

3 F30224 UASTBt BOSTON (33) R WoatttJSB 7 11 8 MOqnr 

4 3PPF-KS UAN OF MVSIBIY (30) IU N Tusort-Doaes 9 1ft 8.T Jeoks 

5 045W5 BUCKS 5UWRJSE (8) {Q^ J MacMa 7 100 R Stake 

-5 declared - 

AUnna lftst Trim fiandfcap weffa Buds Svprte 9a 10b. 

BETTH& 4-5 Better Times Ahead, 3-1 Mastm Boatm, 5-1 Mao at Mya- 
ta^, B-l Howest Wort, 14-1 Bodes Snryrisa 

O o/to CROSS FOXES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5000 added 3m 110yds 

1 62204-1 DO HGHRY (23) M Itadsrett 6 11 7 LWyer 

2 4QI40P- AacaCRED(27S)SBcx*sra*8110 IMten 

3 F WONS RTHE HHE (9) WJerts 6 110 .Ttadts 

4 2660-4F MONV-SKP (7) Mrs S SrnrSi 6 11 0 RSchadOjeet 

5 F-U MR MULLIGAN (33) T Chance 7 110. N Dwyer 

G OOSWU SPA KELLY (8) i PKkenrg 7 11 0 MShrereQ 

7 00-3 MACHB ATIAftw al (131 A te SHfcr 5 10 12 -Say (yaw 

ffinKS: 84 DO Rldrify. 7-4 to Muhgan. 8-1 Arche Red, in Hony- 
SWp. O e ecteg At LMttnl, 20-1 boas te The Hw. 25-1 Spa My 

foeg] HANMER NH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
l~Tl D) £3,500 added 2m If 

1 00 A13HREV AFBSTOCRAT (20) FUoyd51012 PtecLm^fti 

2 AiJHffiy CAPtAFI F Lb,*! 5 ID 12 SYtyana 

3 BEKIMORE DRIMS I &omi 6 10 12 At A Brow C7) 

* 0 BJTQFADflEAHp3)MtsSS«r)5 J012 LWywr 

5 HWNUFEWQBy61012 ASSeAh 

6 1-1 C ASHE 8WEEPg3)Ptechotoi4l012. ftMwe 

7 oo DES8irBRAVE(14)MisSSmah5 10 12 JBdieiri finest 

8 30-0 ELC0RDQBE5P8) WJerisA 1012 IRriKsa 

9 O EIBMALCtIY(331)GitchaKB4 ID 12_— BHrethgO) 

10 0013- FRENCH BUCK (202) N1«6l£«i -Daves 5 ID 12 .TJetflts 

11 o- KBAIER (ZBR D HdrAsan 5 10 12 —Mr 8 E Sahb (7) 

12 00 - MANVUUIE (244) Mb C Buck S 10 12. DMcCski 

13 ClOQr UASTBt HQFE (StQ D MtfWsnn 6 10 12. RBdbny 

14 4Q2 NUARA Sound (13) B Place 4 10 12 Gary Lyons 

15 5-5 JdDOW&INCS7{23|Mss5llMin4 ID 7 IFIHqr 

16 OOQ MJStAT (48) B Reece 5 10 7 ATtatoBB 

-lSdadarad- 

BETTWG: 74 Castle Sweep, 4-1 French Back, 6-1 Banal City, 10-1 KeroiBar, 
14-1 Na0u Sowl, Master Hapa, IB-1 Marehra Deocar, 20-1 others 


sport 

Hall in 
warning 
to the 
amateur 

Sports Politics 


Sir John HaJL tbe man behind 
the sporting revolution at New- 
castle United, yesterday warned 
the guardians of English sport 
that they faced ■‘bailies" ahead 
if they did not accept a shift in 
ibe balance of power. 

He told a conference that 
amateur administrators could 
no longer expect to have the 
field to themselves and that the 
only way to ensure success in (he 
21st century was for them to 
form a partnership with pro- 
fessional entrepreneurs. 

Sir John, who has trans- 
formed the fortunes of New- 
castle United and now plans to 
do the same with Newcastle rug- 
by club, was addressing the 
Central Council of Physical 
Recreation ai Market 
Bosworth, Warwickshire. 

“Ruling bodies have not 
learned to keep pace and 1 can’t 
allow the amateur to run my 
business," he said. “You can no 
longer expect to have 100 per 
cent of power. Sport here has 
a great future if there is this 
partnership. 

“If noL we shall challenge you 
and your rules in the courts and 
there will be battles." 

Sir John also predicted that 
more millionaires would be 
willing to move into senior rug- 
by chibs if given the right en- 
couragement. 

The problem. Sir John main- 
tained, was that national sports 
administration was so frag- 
mented. 

“There are so many different 
bodies that I find it utterly con- 
fusing who to go to." he said. 

South Africa’s 
Olympic hope 
disappears 

Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 
reports from Cape Town 

South Africa’s dreams of re- 
turning to the Olympics ended 
here yesterday when they lost 
2-1 to China. They join Cana- 
da as the second of the three 
teams who will miss oul 

Elimination was hard on the 
Springbok women. The Chinese 
winning goal came with just 27 
seconds remaining, killing off a 
South African fighthack in which 
they had equalised after going a 
goal down in two minutes. On 
Wednesday they had lost to a sim- 
ilarty late strike by Germany that 
television action replays showed 
was allowed even though the baD 
had not been touched by a Ger- 
man in the shooting circle. 

Nor were the South Africans 
loo pleased with Chinese games- 
manship when they changed 
goalkeepers in a tactic that left the 
home striker Lindsey Carlisle 
waiting four minutes to take a 
penalty stroke won during a pe- 
riod when the Chinese were un- 
der sustained pressure. In the end 
Carlisle hit a tame stroke, which 
was saved. The Springbok coach, 
Kelly Rurweather, described the 
incident as a “ddb§dc". 

Canada collected their first 
win of the tournament with a sur- 
prise 1-0 win against the Dutch. 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 31 


Slick Davis 
moves into 
semi-finals 

Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 


Rod Davis, the Olympic gold 
and silver medallist and Amer- 
ica’s Cup skipper, was once 
again in devastating form for the 
preliminary rounds of the Stein- 
lager World Championship of 
Match Racing in Auckland, 
winning 13 of his first 14 races 
in the double round-robin. 

He will be joined in the semi- 
finals by France's reigning world 
champion, Bertrand Pac£, who 
notched up 10 wins. The chas- 
ing group is led ty America's Ed 
Baird on eight victories. 

Beating the Kiwis on the 
same water ai the weekend was 
the British team of Richard 
Sydenham. Adam May and Ian 
Williams from Exe Sailing Chib, 
who won gold in the World 
Youth Match Racing Champi- 
onships for the second year in 
succession. 

Looking forward to the next 
America's Cup in 1999/2000, (he 
Kiwis announced there will only 
be one defence syndicate, which 
allows them to build up to four 
new boats, compared with a 
maximum of two for each of a 


Two boats with all-male and 
all-femaJe crews, backed ty gp 
Education, will form a £i0m 
Swedish bid to win the next Whit- 
bread Round the World race. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE'S NEW HORIZONS: Australian influx threatens to raise London's status, as 
Dave Hadfield reports, while below, an England international mines South African potential 


Broncos 


bucking 
the trend 


^^“23 This * p a ^^cai 
•o lime in the Lon- 
don Broncos' 
$ battle to establish 
themselves as a 
successful 1 part of 
•J&./ the capital's 
— — sporting scene. 

Although they announced 
this week that Charlton Ath- 
letic's ground at The Valley is 
to be their home for the re- 
mainder of this season and 
their first in the Super League, 
it is in two stadiums on the op- 
posite side of London that the 
more immediate dramas will be 
played out. 

Tomorrow they meet Hali- 
fax in the third round of the Re- 
gal Trophy at The Sloop. Eight 
days later, there is talk of a full 
house at Brentford for the vis- 
it of Wigan in the league. 

These are exciting, if some- 
times confusing limes in the che- 
quered history of rugby league 
in London, this chapter of 

which began 

when Fulham set .... 


playing. Since they brought in 
a crop of Australian players sev- 
eral notches up from the usual 
London blend of back-packeTS 
and lower-graders, they have 
produced some dazzling dis- 
plays. 

A gifted young pair of half- 
backs from Brisbane. Leo 
Dynevorand Ben Walker, have 
been highly influential, but per- 
haps Lhe one signing that shows 
that the Broncos really mean 
business is that of Paul Hauff. 

To call Hauff an imposing 
player would be an under- 
statement- He is 6ft Sin. fast, ag- 
ile. has played full-back for 
both Queensland and Australia 
and, at 25 with much of his best 
rugby in front of him, has 
thrown in his lot with London 
rather than carrying on with 
Brisbane. 

"Yes. the}’ are exciting times 
here, and Die next couple of 
weeks are the best chance well 
have of getting a big audience,*’ 

he says. “It's very 

important that we 








up shop at ‘It’s important 


Craven Cottage the right results, 

in 198U and con- thSl W0 People always 

tinued when the _ like winners." 

Brisbane Bron- pGIrOnTl 3 DO It is the star 

cos took over an quality of players 

ailing club two get feSUltS. like Hauff, Whlk- 

yearsago. ® er and Dynevor 

Even Barry PGODl© 3IW3VS that can not only 

Maranta. who . J 7 make London 

sold up his 25 per || KG WinnOfS winners, but win- 

cent of the Bris- ners with plenty 

bane Broncos of style. “We play 

and now owns 75 per cent of the a very entertaining sort of 
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London operation, admits that 
it has been tougher than he 
imagined to gel this far. 

“We have offered six-figure 
sums to soccer clubs and they 
haven't warned to know.” he 
says. "Bui now that we have got 
a real home at The Valley, we 
can get out into the streets and 
the schools and tell people 
about iL 

“Once people come to the 
games. it*s very easy to make 
them converts. Gelling public- 
ity in London is a struggle, 
partly because rugby union oc- 
cupies a place in London’s 
mentality that I don't think it de- 
serves. 

“But we will do it. We got the 
Brisbane Broncos up from 
3.000 to 44,000 and we will be 
marketing very heavily on Lhe 
difference between our game 
and other games." 

Maranla's besL marketing 
tool is the expansive style of rug- 
by that the Broncos have been 


game,' Hauff says. “In fact, we 
only know one way to play and 
sometimes it can catch us out. 
But it depends on Lhe type of 
players you have. We've got 
blokes with a bit of flair and they 
just want to throw the ball out 
all the lime." 

That can create all manner of 












opportunities for a rangy giant 
like Hauff chiming in from full- 


is 


like Hauff chiming in from full- 
back, and it brought him no less 
than eight tries in his first four 
games for the club. *Tve had a 
bit of a drought the last couple 
of games," he says. “Other 
teams watch the way you play 
and start to read what your play- 
makers are doing. As a runner, 
I rely a lot on those players." 

From a players* point of view, 
Hauff welcomes the news of a 
permanent home, even if it 
represents something of a hor- 
ror drive from his house, shared 
with tw o other Broncos, in Edg- 
ware. 

"We will start to get some 




The London Broncos play Workington at The Stoop Memorial Ground in Twickenham’s shadow Photograph: Peter Jay 


home advantage now. So far, 
every game has been like an 
away game." 

Their nomadic existence has 
taken the Broncos into some 
strange places, of which to- 
morrow’s venue for the last of 
their games at the Harlequins' 


ground must be, given the his- 
tory of the two codes, the 
strangest. It gave them, Maran- 
ta says, a chance to take their 
invigorating brand of rugby to 
a new audience, the players and 
members of one of rugby 
union's most pukka clubs. 


“Much as they wouldn’t like 
to admit to it, they were fasci- 
nated by the way we play the 
game," he says. 

“John Gallagher, who used to 
play for us and is now with Har- 
lequins, told us that they were 
wincing every time a big hit went 


in. They don’t have anything Kke 
that in their game. 

"We’re confident about the at- 
tractions of our code. We know 
it's better than that rubbish 
against South Africa last week- 
end. We want to be compared 
and contrasted. We welcome it" 


Children who put the game into perspective 


So far life has been very good 
to me. Playing with the great 
Wigan side, representing GreaL 
Britain and England and now 
the challenge of a new life in 
Australia with the Sydney City 
Roosters, with the luxury of a 
second home in Bondi’: I’m 
grateful for all of it. 

I knew that I was lucky, but 
never quite how lucky until I 
took on the biggest challenge of 
my life - coaching rugby league 
to youngsters in the notorious 
townships of South Africa. It Is 
an experience that will linger 
forever in my mind. 

Along with Brian Foley, the 
youth coach at the Wigan St 
Patrick’s club, we went into 
places you only ever hear of as 
hostile and unsafe on the back 
of an open wagon, unsure of 


whaL was goung to be waiting for 
us. 

Dave Southern, from 
Widnes. has been putting bis 
eneigy into this work for several 
years and over 3,000 youngsters 
have been exposed to the game 
as a result. We would be all 
right, even in areas where the 
crime statistics make those in 
New York pale by comparison, 
he assured us. They would 
recognise the wagon and know 
that we were there to help. 

What he did not tell us was 
that Monica, a voluntary work- 
er from England who has been 
helping out on the projecti had 
been stopped at gun-point in 
Alexandra and bad her vehicle 
car-jacked from her a few days 
earlier. Had we known that, we 
would have been even more ap- 



Engjand’s Phfl Clarke has 
found a visit to South Africa to 
coach in townships the perfect 
antidote to his Wbrld Cup final 
disappointment 


pleasant surprise. At the end, we 
gave them rugby shirts donat- 
ed by the players and parents of 
Wigan St Pat’s under-I6s and 
the looks on their faces were 
worth the whole trip. 


The next few days took us to 
a series of coaching clinics, 


prehenstve than we were. I also 
asked myself whether I was go- 
ing to be able to do anything 
worthwhile for the children I 
was supposed to work with. 
Our first day put ray mind at 
ease. 


We were in a Catholic or- 
phanage in the township of 
Vaal, run by an Irish priest 
called Father Terry, who has 
been there for the last 20 years. 
The person there I will always 
remember is three-year-old 


Faith, who was suffering from 
malnutrition and called me Fa- 
ther Philip, because he assumed 
I was a priest 

I lifted him up, just as I had 
hoped to lift the World Cup at 
Wembley. My reward then was 
a loser's medal, this time a 
smile. Talk about restoring your 
faith. 

We coached the skills of the 
game that day to over 100 chil- 
dren and their eye- to- hand co- 
ordination and agility were a 


which have left me with a host 
of memories. There was Sipho, 
an 11-year-old from a shanty in 
Alexandra, who wore his Wigan 
shirt with such pride and as- 
sured us, with equal pride, that 
he was best player around. 

He was good, very good. Ex- 
traordinarily courageous, he 
just went for the line every 
time, no matter what But that 
was almost the norm among 
kids who showed such a burn- 
ing desire to play tbe game. 

Then Lhere was Vincent an 


even younger boy who took it 
upon himself to help us with 
communicating in the various 
languages spoken in Alexandra. 
He took us to his home, the two 
makeshift rooms where he lives 
with bis mother. I've promised 
to write to him, but whether let- 
ters get delivered to places like 
this I somehow doubt. 

There were disappointments, 
like the way that the media 
failed to turn up for a session 
that was arranged to publicise 
the work Dave is doing. It 
shows the uphill struggle that he 
has faced and still faces 

I’m back in Bondi now, but 
the whole experience has taught 
me a great deal. Sport can do 
so much to improve those chil- 
dren’s futures. It all puls losing 
a World Cup into perspective. ! 
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Age 


no 


to barbells 


A t an age when most peo- 
ple are win dow-s bop- 
ping for wheelchairs, 
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ft ping for wheelchairs, 
looking at sheltered accom- 
modation or thinking that 
Malta may be a bit lively for 
their holidays. John Gallach- 
er is planning to lift a legendary 
boulder weighing consider- 
ably more than three old ladies 
arid the lavatory. 

He intends to do this for the 
same reason as a dog licks its 
bottom: because he can. Heav- 
ing almost 5001b off the ground 
is remarkable enough for a 
64-year-old grandfather any- 
way. It's all the more extraor- 
dinaxy when you meeL the man 
once described as ‘‘probably 
the strongest Scot who ever 
lived". Far from being an age- 
ing colossus, Gallacher looks, 
frankly, a bit of a squirt. He is 
just 5ft Sin, scales a mere 12 
stone Sib and whispers rather 
than bellows -scarcely the stuff 
of legends. 

Yet Gallacher, who is still 
among the country’s top pow- 
er lifters despite his advanced 
years, is living proof that the 
weak can not only inherit the 

earth, but can — 

even lift it a few | 5 . - 

inches. As a 

child, he was so Bw- 

sickly that he 

spent months off "Tt 

school with 

pneumonia, 

pleurisy and 

asthma. Health 

handicaps like 

that would have g* 

been bad enough re 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 


Pbole, Dorset and set up a hyp- , 
notheranv business, civinc oth- 


in Hampstead, 
but Gallacher 


lived in the Gor- 
bais area of Glas- 
gow. Doctors 
predicted he 
would not live to 
become a 
teenager. If dis- 
ease didn’t get 
him, then the 
wee hard men 
would. 

However, his 
handicap be- 
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came his salva- John Gallacher 
tion. He sought 

refuge in libraries, reading ha 
bools on strongmen, psychol- th< 
ogy and hypnosis. He started a t 
to believe he could get better sui 
- and it worked. At 15. he m< 
joined a weightlifting club. At be 
first, he could hardly lift the 
bar. Four years later, he was 
stronger than tbe Scottish Eu 
weightlifting champion. He pic 
could juggle with 561b weights, the 
bend iron bars and break de; 
chains around his chest For af- fro 
tens, he lifted a 16 stone po- 19< 
lice man above his head and to I 
held him there with one hand, aaj 
blow up hot-water bottles and ers 
invited people to hit him in the rigl 
chest with a sledgehammer. He say 
even convinced his 1 1 -year-old tha 
sister, a sub-five stone waif, that givi 
it is all in the mind. Soon she I a 
was breaking six-inch nails in toe 
halt “This power is within f 
everyone," he says. tim 

His most famous feats were tim 
even more spectacular. Outside hai 
an Aberdeen hotel are the yea 
Dinnie Stones, named after he 
Donald Dinnie, a 19th centu- wei 
ty Scottish showman who was anc 
the only man to have lifted imj 
them. Gallacher, weighing just 43C 
1 1 stone 71b, picked up the larg- tha 
cr granite boulder weighing I 
4481b, with such ease and car- Wc 
ried it across a stage that the to ] 
6ft 7in Highland Games cham- bea 
pion, who was there as the Mu 
main attraction, refused to daf 
compete against him. He fol- a lit 
lowed this by picking up Lhe a 5 
Inch Bell. The 1821b fini 


v inherit the nolherapy business, giving oth- j 

' ers the benefit j 

f ~ • ..jE of his lessons 

S r *•• " • for success. 
m ? , “Icallmyselt 

an inspirational 

<gflL' fBn psychologist. 

ami When people 
H come to see 
me. they have - ' 
often fost- 

hope." he says. 
fP “It can take a 

P while but the 

m power 

H change is with- 

>■ : : in everyone." 

j^k - That might 

be the end of 

few years ago 
■E- Geoff Capes 

-•>* . - ■'jB man show to 

•"/ ■.j-'V-B Bournemouth- 

i • jgft'.-:' • ts '*.&•■ and invited 
i ' "* all-comers to 

r,-. , have a go. Gal- 

Powerlifting grandfather lacher was 55 
John Gallacher and had been 

seriously ilL "1 
ss, reading hadn't done it for years, bull 
en. psychol- thought I might be able to tear 
He started a telephone directory. To ray 
d get better surprise, I tore up four, three 
At 15, he more than anyone else, and 
ing club. At bent iron bars, too." 
ndly lift the Soon he was back in the gym. 
ter, he was In 1991, he won the British, 

le Scottish European and World Cham- 
mpion. He pionships in his class, breaking 
61b weights, the world record with a 240kg 
and break deadlift. Injury prevented him 
hestForaf- from defending the tide, but in 

> stone po- 1993 he returned to Aberdeen 

> head and to lift the larger Dinnie Stone 
hi one hand, again several times so TV cam- 
bottles and eras could get a shot from the 
it him in the right angle. His wife, Christine, 
tammer. He says: “What shakes everyone is 
11-year-old that he is not a big person. It 
rie waif, that gives people a sense of: ‘Maybe 
1. Soon she I could do something like that 
ach nails in too.' ’’ 

r is within Gallacher, who trains three 
* times a week, believes he is gel- 

» feats were ting stronger. Illness (he has 
lar. Outside had bouts of yuppie flu for 
el are the years) may slow him down, but 
““d afler he foresees himself lifting 
19th centu- weights well into his seventies, 
in who was and says: “I would like to keep 
have lifted improving. My best squat is 
cighing just 4301b and I’m sure I can beat 
up the larg- that" 

r weighing He even wants to bring the 
se and car- World’s Strongest Man contest 
ge that the to Poole and turn Sandbanks 
imes cham- beach into a British version of 
ere as the Muscle Beach. It may sound 
refused to daft but would you argue with 
im . He fol- a little old man who can still lift 
ing up the a 561b weight with his little 
le 1821b finger? 
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JUST THE TICKET: a weekly guide to what s on where for the sporting spectator 


THIS WEEKEND / Ctimbtng 

World Cup 

Birmingham 


The Snow and Rock Climbing 
World Cup at the National Indoor 
Arena. Birmingham, this weekend 
Is the third and penultimate round 
of the world series and the com- 
petition remains open. Last year 
in the men’s event the Frenchman 
Francois Lombard deposed his 
countryman Francois Le grand, 
winner of the previous four years. 
This term they are in ninth and fifth 
respectively. Domestic hopes lie 
with Ian Vickers, the British No 1 
who has not competed so far in 
the World Cup. but has already won 
the ESPN Masters in the States, 
an invitation event involving the 
world's leading 26 men. The 
French dominate this indoor cir- 


Ttals weekend 

TODAY 

BADMvroN: Scottish Open IQasgmri. Ploy 
Way ivms from 10am to 10pm. Admission: 
£2 adults. £1 juroorsAJAPs, Tomorrow: semt- 
finais. been at 1pm (£3, £1.50}. Simlay: Fi- 
nals from lpm i£3, £1.50). hehin Hall 
Wemanonal Arena b west of GlasgM Oty Cen- 
de, on Argfe Street. (Tet 0141 357 2525). 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Caning Premiership. EnOaJ&gn 
Leagje and Scottish League DTOffanwnea. 
RUGBY IFAoue: ne&l Trophy tt»rd round Lon- 
don Broncos v HaMv (Hatequfrs RFC. 3.0). 
RUGBY UNION: Tour Matches: Cambridge Urt- 
«rsty v Western Samoa QjO/: LansnervrrarB- 
vaal (Z30\ OS Oirsional Chwnpwnship: North 
v London iwahateld, 2L30>; South-WOst v Add- 
Janos i Gloucester, 3.0). Heftirtan Welsh 


crcu>-CROSS: Notts end Dert>y League (Sut- 
torvin-Ashfieid]. First race in the rmth round 
starts at lpm, with the main race at 2d5pm. 
Aahfieid Lawns, Simon -m-Ashileid, ftotung- 
hamshwa. is s&rposted off A38 from Junc- 
tion 28 of Ml. Mersey Roads CC (Liverpool). 
lSL45pm. 2pm. Onnspooi PsrK. Jericho Lane. 
Algjurth vale, is four mfies south of Liverpool 
cn centra. Bradfcm Olympia RC GLeedS). lpm. 
2.15pm. Bramiey Fan Path, ts on Laeds to 
Bradtord road between Kkfcstal and Rorflay. 
SNOOKHt Royal Lmar Assurance Ut Cham- 
ptonshm (GuM HaB. Preston). The most pros- 
C«)ous ranking tDunament after the World 
flg m pitrehp continues unB 3 December. Tha 
weekend^ seskons are « lpm (admiSGion 12) 
and 7pm (£3). Tha GuM Han, Preston is m 
the city centre. (Bar office 01772 258858). 
SUNDAY 


ton HrBs, ts one mile east of Croydon centre. 


Other events: MnHand Leagie (LchMd). 
10am, L30pm. Catron Park is five mfes north 
of Uchdeid, St af torrtehre, near Walton upon 
Trent North-Eastem Lcagje (Houghon te 


Spnnfl. 10am, noon. Hatton Lyons Cydmg Or- 
ott. Tyne ana Wear. H dmo m«es orong the 


Hn^son le Sprm umoff from A690 DurhMn 
to Sunderland road ABC Canoevie (Rodhdale). 
noo\ L15om. Mancfate Parti is one mie north- 
east of Rochdale town centre on A58 Habfex 
road. Somer vaSey CC (Bath). 1.15pm. 
2.15pm. The Tumps. Odd Down Playing 
FMdMsaffA3(N2 Frame mad, IVj nwesbom 
oty centre. Safstaiy RC (Hornsey). Liam. norm. 


Ftoadng v Southampton (7.4$]. Auto Wind- 
•croon Shfefd socmd rounct Nortbemeec- 
tkxc ChesBsftcid v tochdala; HuH v BackpcxH; 
Lincoln vRreston; Rotherham vWgan; Scun- 
thorpe v York: Wrofoam v Caiksie. Southern 
Section: Sremfrird v Fulham (7^451: Bristol 
Rovarev Bournemouth: CanUfv Nort ha mpton; 
Oxford Utd V Colchesffir (7.45): naert»rou0i 
v Swansea (7.45); Shrewsbury v Bristol Qqr 
Walsall v Breton (7.45). GM vauxhafl Con- 
ference: Spoking Cup second rounrJ: Fam- 
borou^i v Dover (7.45): Hetwmg v Stevenaga 
(7.45i; Macdesfiefd v Kidderminster (7.45); 


Pratts Farm, Burmy Lare, Tmsbury, iswo mies 
north of Romsey, Hampshire, on A307 Stock- 


LMMje. T«iem Scottch Championship. 
HOCKEY: Men's international; &eatB>ita 


HOCKEY: Men's tntematlonal: beat Bntan v 
Argentina (Hounslow HC, 2.0). Arfrnissron by 
progremme £2. HocSov Qub. Chiswick Boat 
House. Dukes Meadows, Chiswick. London W4. 
(Tel: 0181 994 8812). Women's Nadona) 


store Bemmatam v Leicester (2.55); WatfOrd 
v Norwich (285). Second DMatan: Carlisle v 


tofccambe ao). TTwd Dmsotc Harebro vCart* 
(128). ScottHh Coca-Coia Cm finat Ahadeen 
v Dundee (Hampden Park, 3-15). 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Rasri Trophy thud round. 
Srones Centenary Champianstip. 

RUGBY UNION: as Insurance County Cham- 


Lea&ie pro^amme. 

BAtaws (National Hunt mrieca stated): 


cuit, with Amaud Petit leading the 
men's Cuo. while Laurence Guy- 


men's Cup, while Laurence Guy- 
on is the women's leader. Robyn 
Erbesfiekl, last year's victor from 
the United States, lies second with 
another Frenchwoman, LJvSansoz. 
How to get there: NatwrW indoor Aura Wre[ 
Enwartfs toad, Hmar^iam. Junction 6 of MO 
ana the Arena B signposted horn the A38(M). 


(Ban Ofiice 0121 ZOO 22221. Tickets: today 
£5 adute: £2.50 children under-16: £4.50 


£5 adutts; £2.50 children under-16: £4.50 
audenortWPs. Tomorrow £8.50; £3; £7.65. 
Sunday £11-50 (upper Her). £13.50 (tewfl; 
r4. £5: U0.35. £12.15. Ro rer KW £22 
adjfe,£7^QdiiUan CJtrewiesa®* 10am 
each day, with Ore hnars on Sunday. 


LMGRBJ) (Afl Woathar Rat}: Mrmoere £12 
ratteraalB £8; SbarRv«£4. ffira race 1280). 
Haydodc County Stand £15: Tattareads £9; 
Newton Stand £4 (OAPs half-price m Tatter - 
sails and Newton Stand). 11.10). N o wfa ui y : 
Members £20: Tatteisafls £12; Silver Ring LA 
(OAPs half price). 112.45). New ca stle: club 
£14 (OAPs £8. 16 to 20-year-otfc £5): Tat- 
lasjfls £9 lOAPS £4j; SWarRlng £4. 02401 . 
Warwi ck : Club £12 llS to 24-year-OldS £6): 
Tatters*! Is £3: Course £5. (12.301. 

BOXMG: WBO super-mrddteweigM champi- 
onship: Stare CWhns (DuDim. noider) v Cor- 
rwkuE Carr (kAddKsbra^i) (The Port. Dubtm). 
Commonwealth igrtwagrgchampiorBftp: B«- 
b Scnuer (U*n, hok»n V Dawd Teneh (Ghana) 
(Dagenham). Tckats: £40 nngpKle. £30. 
£20. The pramcmcin staffs a 8pm. Goreabrook 
Leisure Centre. Rippta Road,^ga]ham, Es- 
sex. 19 on Aia iTel; 0181 593 3570). 

auwmttWid Water- Race (Ash burton). The 
DMamn A races on the Fbver Dan Dus w«ek- 
end have been cancelled bacause of the low 
waier level. 


stones cemenary Champiansnp. 

RUGBY UNKJN: CIS Insurance County Cham 

piontfap MkSands Pod One: Warwekshre 1 


Nods, Lines and Derby (Rugby. 3.0). 
HOCKEti Men's National Leaere programme. 
CVCUMStOSS: Greeta- London Open Cham- 
pamete p s (Croydon). RoffrHan¥nond.the(te- 
fencing charnyion. oxionues his oeasonTs tussle 
wah Bame Cfcate. the nabenaf chanson. whAe 
Dand Baker, Gary Foord. Sieve Douce and Tim 
Gould, vrinnar of the National Trophy aanes reca 


Wad, captained by the former ammaur 
world champion Rudi Thteftnans. prowle the 


bridge road. Abercynon RC (Senghenydd). 
10.45am, 1.1.303m. the course >s between 
Sen^wnydd end Nelson, Mid^iarnorgMi. to 
Die north. Jonathan BoMe Me m ori a l Crass 
(Leeds). lOJOam. l^Opm. Temple Nwream 
Parkis next a A63 Selby road on Die east ade 
of Leeds. 

ROWING: Perpetual British Indoor Champi- 
onstupa (Readng). Matthias Siefkwskj, the 
world nloor record holder from 2.500 metres 
and wand cnampron. leads Die record entry 
of S15 competnore. ShikowsH's previous ap- 
pearance at Die British dwnptonBteps in 
1992 when he edged out Greg Seane to wti 
the EPua FUnnd men's open title. Hs task tha 
year may prow more difficult as the race dis- 
tance has been shortened to 2,000m to fol 
into line wnh the Otympic nwringdietancfl and 
the wHI make racing closer. Compe t ition 
takes piece on Concept H indoor rowing ma- 
chines. Keats start at 10am. with the first fi- 
nal at 12.12pm and trie men’s open Anal 
scheduled for 4.50pm. SoectsDnc ts free, fbrer- 
mead Leisure Complex. Richfield Avenue. 
Raadmft ts dose to Cavasham Bnoce. (Tel: 
01734 504343). 


Vila v Queen's Park Rangers !7.45 j: Leeds v 
Blackburn (7.451; Liverpool v Newcastle 
(7.45): Mkkfle9brou0i v Bforen&um (7^45): 
Norwich v Bolton (7.451; Wotvemarrpton v 
Coverrtn> (7.45). Auto Wtarfooraons SMaM 
■aoono round: Northern aou Uo n: Crewe v 
Burnley. Southern Section.' Swindon v Here- 
ford (7.45). 

RUGBY LEAGUE Wetfoesday: Stones Cen- 
tenary Championship: Shafnefo v St Helens 
(7.30): Warmrtnn v Leeds (7J301: Workneon 
vCaadetted (7 J01. First DMdan: BaCey vSaf- 


RACING: Mondnr WOLVERHAMPTON (AW): 
Members £15; Grandstand £6. (2.10). 
Worcester: Members £12; TattersaUs £9; 
Couse £4.50 (OfiPf, £225). (1250). Ketoo; 
Club £10: Tanareads £fi (OAPs £3. accom- 
Danred under-IBs free). (LOi. Tneeday: 
FontweU: Club £12; Junior Club <12 to 15- 
year-oMs) £2, under 12s free; TetteraaSa IB 
(accomparued under- 15s free): S4verRtfie£4. 
(1.15). Newc as Ba: Qub £12 (OAPs 16, 18 
to 20-year-olds £5. under- 16s free): Tattar- 
sads £9 (OAPs £4); SMvw Ring £4. 11230). 
Wednesday: UNGHELD (AW): Members 
£12 Treiendb £8: Silver Ring £4. lUUJl. CM- 
terioic Club £10: Taneraeb £6: Course £2 
iunderi6sflea mo al erasures). (1-0). Here- 
fonh Qub £9; Tatiersafls £6: Course £4. 


(1250). Thursday: UNGF1ELD (AW): as 
Wednesday- (1-151- Leicester: Club £12 Tat- 


tersaas £8; Surer Rmg £4. (accompanies un- 
der- 15s Ifoe). (1-0). W in ds o r: Club £12 
Tattersafc £3: SSrer Ring £4. (1.101. Friday: 
SOUTHWELL (AW): Club £12: Tattersals £G 
(OAP mambers of course's Diamond Club £4, 
aocomparaed under-lGs free). IUO). Exeter: 


ford <7 JO); Dewsbury v KeWSsy (730): Hud- 
dsrsftekl v Wakefield (7-30): Rochdale v Hun 
(730). Second DMskw Cartsfo v Ydrk (7 JO): 
ChorieyvLa0i(72O): HfftoU vBaitM (720); 
HuB KR v Doncaster 17.30); Swnttin v Brant- 


ky (7301. Friday: Stones Oentanary Cham- 
pama hl p: aadford v OUnam (7.30). 

RUGBY UNtON: Monday: Chib Match: Mose- 
ley v Vjai Trungfo iSA) iB.0). T ue sday: Fhre 
Hattons H otaahen Ctm Pool B: Cardiff v ul- 
ster (7-15)- Torn Match: Newcastle v rrsns- 
vaal (SA) (7.30). CIS Under-21 County 
ChamptonsMp: Mkoands setnHtaMs: North 


tough edge tor the Britain and Engand 
squads. The course at Addington Hits is un- 
1br0vtng for the uder but gpoti for spectating 
with spectacular drops and drntra. Pro- 
gramme: 10.45am Open Mountain Bike 
Champronsfiips: lpm Open Schoolbciyafiprts 
championship; 2pim Qrester London Open 
Ohamptonships: prafom nematfonaL Adding- 


Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 JO unfosa stand): Monday: 
FA Carling Premiership: Notwigtem Forest 
V Manchester uu (8.0). Auto WktdsofMru 
ShMd second round: Northern aedtore Dory 
casterv Notts County. GM Vauxhafl Confer- 
ence: HednestonJ v StaiyOndge (7.45). 
Tuesday: Coca-Cola Cup fourth rotnt: 


Mktends v Siatfbrdshire (Stourtmda, 7.30). 
Northern Group: Cheshire vYoriahea (Sale. 


7.15). Chto Mvn.t i uu. ITOnMiool v Cardrtt |7j0l; 
Pontypridd V Maesrag (7.01: Soum wates Fo- 
ice v Aberavon r7.0i. Wednesday: CtS Se- 
rin Tour Match: London and Soum East v 
Western Samoa (Twickenham, 2.0|. Rapre- 
sonlatlvo Match: Royal Navy v New Zealand 
Army (Rectory. 7 JOi. Club Matches: Cam- 
t>"dgp IVw v Sieete-Bodsur'a XV (3.0): Tre- 
orefty v Fairwmer (7.0). 


(accompenieo under -16s free). (1.20). 
Sandowns Ckto and Grandstand (combined) 
£12 Junior Ctub tl6-25yra) £10; Sdrer Rmg 
£4. (12-501. 

NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL: Saturday: FA Cup fourth round. 
FA Cartng Premierahto, Endsle^i Leea» and 
Scottish Lao0je programmes. Sunday: FA Car- 
ing ftenuerehip: . Monday: FA Caning Pre- 
mlerehfo: (B.Oi. 

RUOSY LEAGUE: Sunday: Stones Centenary 
Championship. 

RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Tour Match: Mun- 
ster v Transvaal (Cork. 2.30). CIS Insurance 
Soles Tour Matdi: MdfondE v Western Samoa 
(Leicester, 3.0/. DMSronai Champions* p: 
London v South-West (Sunbuiy. 2.30). 
Haneken Wersh Usagie. Itewents Scotasri 
Champnnsfop firet Division. 

RACM& Saludqt: WOLVERHAMPTON (AWt 
as Monday. il.50). Chepstow: iJvb £13; Tat- 
lereaits £9 (OAPs £4). (1.0). Sandowrc Chib 
£15. JunorCbb (16-25yra> £33; Granosrand 
tell ftrtsxk £12 Sfker Rne £5. il25C>i. Tov- 

caatan Mambers £12 Tatiaiaans £S: Cone 


£4 (Cor plus all occupants £35). (12.551. 
Wetherby: Qub £12 (accompanfod under- lft 
free); laterals £7; Course £2 (OAPs £D (cars, 
including up to four adufts £6). 1 12.40). 

Plan ahead 

The World Alpine Cup continues this 
weekend ar the ski resort of Park Cfty 
in Utah, United States, where the 
slalom and gant slalom specialists will 
perform. From here to the World cham- 
pionships in Spain, the Cup finals in Life- 
hammer the following month and next 
month's start of the Wtorld Freestyle Cup, 
the choice abounds to watch the 
world's leading skiers. 

Graham Bell carries the flag In 
downhill and super-G tor the men's 
British Alpine team, though Andrew 
Frastwater, Dan Walter and Rogsr Welk- 
er, from the Europe Cup team, will fill 
the second place on form. Emma Car- 
nck Anderson combines her sJatom and 

giant sJatom season wfth technical 


Wbnren: 25-26 Nw Lake Louise (Can), 
s-awi. Bant s (atom. 2-3 Dec Lake Louisa 
fan), dovmhffl, super-G. 7-9 Val dTs&e (Frt 
08tit sfefam. super-G. 13-17 St /Won (AuQ. 
too noonhO. s. stotom. comotned. 20-22 Pon- 
frewiaffit Moritz, giant storom. super-G. 29- 
MSemj^fog tAut) two stetoms. S-7 Jan 


-- « "“V -mnvnrj. iff JWl 

Marffior (Stovenf . slalom, et an slalom. 13-14 
Garmiscft PartoiUnhen iGen. sfofom, super- 


racInB. in the freestyle events, Richard 
Cobbing and Kevin Harbin continue in 

the aenats ctBdpline, while Nathan Gaitf- 
ner and Eric Knight will perform in the 
moguls and Vicki Simpson in the aero, 
formerly known as ballet. 

WnrftfAlpIno Cup: Mere 25-26 NoirParkCby 
rUSr. slalom, giant stotam. 1-2 Dmc ifeu iUSi, 
downftdt. super-G 6-10 Val d here tK). 

^ Camera Ml. dovm- 

*** 7 r^ a fj? 9 Wm 19 ***fon- 

na a CampIgBo iff), sfofom. 21-22 KrarysAa 


ranEnomen tGerJ, stetom, super- 
039-21 djAmpezzo tit), too dom- 
ri*s. grant statom. 2ft SesOKre (KJ. downhia. 
statam tmgiti. combined. 28 Si Genats ifi? 
jW ftb pans Montarra iSwfo. ckW 

^ 1 ^ 

WorW Championships. 11-25 F«b. Siena 
Nevada <5p>. World OutoT&a, 

UHehfnme, rNcr). 

rwAfo^lr-24 Morefr. ^ 

^ mogUs ' S«*- 

iS a ^' - acro ' awfafc. wm- 

(US), atm. 

atetos. combined. 26-23 Mount TremSSv 
aBrtab - combined. 1-4 
Fed Kbzltiierg (AuQ. boo. aotak in&ni, ms**. 
oeh 

aertas, awitvoect 29 Feb-3 Mar UflteW 
oust format moguls. 
tS«e). aero, moguls, 
dual format mogufc. aerials. 13-16 AltenSarii 
tggy ' combined. 

271 » 


Gora rStouenl. stetom. raanr sWom. zs 

Bjwvd M. JOwnhW. B -7 Jan Fiachau dm. 


sJatom, gem slalom. 12-14 ntsbuhei tTS). 
tHndtaHtd&s. statom. combated. l6Meibo- 
den rStrib. gam slalom. 13-21 Werwen 
(5wfU. two dcrenWS, sJatom. comBimu. 23 
Vadolie (Frt. super-G. 27Sesmere iti). <to*n- 
m Stetom i night). 3-4 Fab Gnrmhxti- 
PanenUmhen (Qsn. daamhiB, super-G io 
Hmierstoder duo. grant stetom. 2-3 March 
Hap po 0n» (Japan), downhill, super- G. 


Details of forthcoming events with 
imormation on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk. The Independent, 1 Cana- 


«uucpcnaeni, l tina- 

pi EWjy!? 1 ! London 

E14 5DL Fax: 0171 293 2894. 




dumb-bell, named after 
Thomas Inch, an Edwardian 
strongman who toured, lhe 
world offering £200 io anyone' 
who could lift (he weight, had 
such a thick bar that it was imy 
possible to grip properly. But 
Gallacher lined it up to his 
waist three times, ana be still 
regrets that he did not thinkof 
lifting it above his head. 

Then Gallacher lost interest 
in feats of strength. He went 
into business, got married, had 
a famil y, loured the world. 
Back in’the UK, he moved to 
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Rangers still hampered by domestic ambition 


Where do .Rangers go from 
here? The Glasgow dub have 
been champions of Scotland for 
the last seven years, but their 
failure to make an impression 
in the Champions’ League has 
placed them firmly at a cross- 
roads where they will have to 
decide in which direction their 
amb itions lie. 

They have proved without 
question that they are at the top 
of the Scottish tree, but again 
have been found wanting in the 
European arena, the very area 
where David Murray, the chair- 


man. craves success. A draw 
against Sleaua Bucharest at 
Ibrox on Wednesday killed oft 
their hopes for anot her season, 
although they did have the con- 
solation of reaching the Cham- 
pions’ League itself after coming 
through the preliminary round 
against Famagusta of Cyprus. 

In other seasons thev have 
fallen at the first hurdle, al- 
though their appearance in the 
league sections this time mere- 
ly highlighted inadequacies in 
the Rangers side which are sel- 
dom exposed in domestic foot- 


ball. Hard work and character 
can achieve only limited success, 
and those Rangers supporters 
who roundly cheered John 
Brown for his crunching tackles 
against Juventus and Steaua 
clearly have not yet grasped the 
fundamental issues at work here. 

The big danger for Rangers is 
that those supporters and the 
players themselves become Wind- 
ed by their determination to 
overtake Celtic’s run of nine 
consecutive League wins, for- 
saking European ambitions. The 
Scottish League title can be won 


Scotland's champions have again made 
no progress in the European Cup. 

David McKinney considers their failure 


by gathering indifferent victories, 
the European Cup cannot. 

Murray spent close to £10m 
on players over the summer, in- 
cluding the £43m which brought 
Raul Gascoigne from Lazio, yet 
the evidence of their European 
run would suggest they are no 
belter placed to compete there 
than they were seven years ago. 
Against Steaua they were ex- 


posed several limes by mobile 
and skilful opponents who had 
the awareness to drift in and out 
of different positions as re- 
quired, while Rangers stuck to 
a more rigid formation. 

The suggestion of Dumitru 
Dumitriu. the Romanian coach, 
that Gascoigne and Brian Lau- 
drup were European-sly le play- 
ers was an accurate assessment. 


as those two took their skills 
where they were needed, but 
were constantly left frustrated 
as their Scottish colleagues 
failed to appreciate their work. 

Time and again Laudrup 
worked himself into a good po- 
sition and found no help. For 
Rangers to progress, waiter 
Smith, the manager, requires 
players who are more sympathetic 
to the workings of the creators. 

Gascoigne has also shown he 
can create for Rangers, although 
Dumitriu felt that he cannot sus- 
tain his form over 90 minutes. If 


iL\ 


McRae can 
become 
the greatest 


Id the euphoria of triumph, es- 
pecially a triumph of this mag- 
nitude, it is easy to make 
exaggerated claims and rash pre- 
dictions. Cohn McRae is, after all, 
not only Britain’s first rally world 
champion but also the youngest. 

However. David Richards is 
not usually given to wild fancies 
or jingoistic _ tendencies. This, be 
reminded, is the dispassionate 
businessman who tola McRae to 
concede the Catalunya rally to his 
team-mate, Carlos Sainz. for 
“sound commercial reasons’*. 

So Richards' assertion fol- 
lowing McRae s awesome vicicuv 
in the Network Q RAC Rally ths 
week, that his charge has the tal- 
ent to become the greatest ral- 
ly driver of them aU. may have 
rather more substance than the 
regulation post-event eulogy. 

Richards, boss of the Ban- 
buiy-based Prodrive team that 
runs Subaru’s rallying operation, 
said: “For anyone to be cham- 
pion now. he has to be special. 
Colin is so focused that he 
really could surpass any of the 
previous champions. 

“Some drivers have to work at 
their driving, but some are nat- 
urals. Colin is a natural and he 
knows he is way quicker than any- 
one out there at the moment," 

Richards stresses that 
McRae has had the ambition 
and diligence to harness his skill, 
but is patently challenging the 
27-year-old Scot to go On and 
fulfil his prophecy. 

“You have to set new goals 
and keep striving to improve,” 
Richards said. “He’s worked 
hard ou his fitness and com- 
mitment. Now he’s won the 
world championship it would be 
all too easy to settle for that, to 
have an easy life now." 

The businessman in Richards 
also recognises the rewards 
now beckoning for McRae. A 
first prize of £3,000 in the RAC 


Britain’s first world 
rally champion has 
awesome potential, 
says Derick Ansop 

Rally, Richards points out. “is 
irrelevant". The championship 
is worth a bonus to the team of 
£2m and to McRae more than 
£lro. He could, suggests 
Richards, treble that figure an- 
nually from now on. 

“If Colin wants to hibernate 
in Monaco, or with his mother 
in Lanarkshire, he can, but if he 
wants to develop the sponsor- 
ship market, anything is possi- 
ble," Richards said. “Carlos 
bas been the best at it in rally- 
ing. He’s been getting SSm 
(f3.2m) a year from it." 

McRae, described by 
Richards as “genuinely shy”, has 
been made aware that PR. like 
fitness and commitment, is part 
of the deaL He maintains, how- 
ever, that sporting achievement 
remains the driving force. 

“Now is the time to take ad- 
vantage of the financial possi- 
bilities, but the money is not the 
motivation,” McRae said. “Ibis 
is just the beginning. I want to 
be quick and consistent in all 
events. I’m still very new. 1 
want to be there for a tong tone." 

His co-driver, Derek Ringer, j 
who has bad to endure the scares 
and mishaps of McRae's for- 
mative years. testifies to the as- 
siduity erf hs partner. Ringer said: 
“No ones an overnight sensation 
in this sport. Colin’s been getting 
there for many years." 

The journey will soon be re- 
sumed. McRae said: “We are 
starting again almost straight 
away, testing for next year, in 
Kenya." j 

Richards can be assured, hi- 
bernation does not figure in 
McRae’s immediate plans. 



Kite ‘to captain US in 1997’ Hearn kids the Americans 


H (P> 


Golf 


Tom Kite, a former US Open 
champion, will be captain of the 
1997 US Ryder Cup team. The 
USPGA will announce the new 
Ryder Cup captain on 29 No- 
vember, but unidentified 
sources dose to the USPGA are 
quoted in an American maga- 
zine, Golfweek, as saying Kite 
has already been chosen. 

Kite, 45, has played in seven 
Ryder Cup teams, most re- 


Sohail taken 
to hospital 
after bouncer 

Cricket 

Aamir Sohail, the Pakistan bats- 
man, was taken to hospital yes- 
terday after being struck in the 
face by a bouncer from his 
team-mate Waqar Younis during 
a practice session in Melbourne. 

Sohail will miss the tourists' | 
four-day match against Victo- i 
ria, starting today, after having , 
stitches inserted in the wound. 

The Pakistan captain, Wfesiro 
Akram, said the opener, who 
was not wearing a helmet dur- 
ing the net practice at the MCG, 
should be fit to play in the 
third and final Test against Aus- 
tralia in Sydney next Thursday. 

After avoiding one- bouncer, 
Sohail failed to connect with an 
attempted hook when \%qar 
sent down another short- 
pitched delivery the next ball. 

Four West Indies players 
whose behaviour was consid- 
ered “unsatisfactory" during 
the tour of England last summer 
have appeared before a disci- 
plinary hearing in Bridgetown. 

The West Indies Cricket 
Board of Control is yet to name 
the players, but the Caribbean 
News Agency. CANA, claimed 
Brian Lara, Cari Hoop er. Curt - 
ly Ambrose and Kenny Benjamin 
met the disciplinary committee. 


centiy the winning effort cap- 
tained by Tbm Watson at The 
Belfry in 1993. He was chosen 
from a list of candidates that in- 
cluded Larry Nelson, Bert Cren- 
shaw and Curtis Strange. 

The 32nd Ryder Cup will be 
held from 26 to 28 September 
1997 at Vklderrama Golf Club 
in Sotogrande, Spain. 

Greg Norman criticised the 
speed of the greens at Kingston 
Heath after struggling to stay in 
touch with the leaders in the 
first round of the Australian 


Open yesterday. The world No 
1 , chasing his first victory in his 
homeland since 1990, fired a 
level-par 72 to finish four shots 
off the pace. 

“There were putts out there 
that I haven't seen anywhere in 
the world," Norman said after- 
wards, referring to the lightning 
speed of die greens. 

Five Australians - Peter 
McWhinney, Lyndsay Stephen. 
David Bransclon, Rob Whitlock 
and Locien Tinkler - share the 
lead on 68, four under par. 


Boxing 


Barry Hearn pulled off a major 
piece of kidology which en- 
abled Paul “Silky" Jones to 
pull off a dream result in 
Sheffield on Wednesday night 
Hearn, Jones’s manager, told 
handlers of the beaten champi- 
on, Vferao Phillips, that Jones was 
nothing special and Jones kept 
his part of tbe bargain by taking 
the World Boxing Organisation 

light-middleweight title. 


“I told them Silky Jones was 
no good." Hearn said. “I told 
American promoter Bob Arum 
that it would be an easy pay day. 

“Jones had lost eight fights 
and will be a good fight for 
Phillips while he had nothing 
else to do before his mandato- 
ry defence. We wouldn’t have 
got Phillips here if we had told 
them the truth. We knew Jones 
would box his ears off." 

After his victory on a split de- 
cision, Jones, 29, must take 
over Phillips's commitments to 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Leeds put Eyres up for sale 


Rugby League 

Leeds, who have denied mak- 
ing a cash -plus-players offer to 
the Bradford Bulls for Paul 
Newlove. have put their in- 
ternational forward, Richie 
Eyres, on the transfer list, writes 
Dave Hadfield. 

Eyres, who played for Wales 
in the World Cup, has been 
made available at £95,000, be- 
cause of what the club de- 
scribed as “personal reasons”. 

But Leeds have emphatical- 
ly denied offering three players 
in their side to play Bradford on 
Sunday - Harvey Howard, 
Francis Cummins and Graham 


Holroyd - to the Bulls in part- 
exchange for Newlove. 

The Leeds hooker, Mick 
Shaw, has agreed a new three- 
year contract. The 20-year-old 
has played in nine of Leeds' 13 
first-team matches this season. 

The Wigan loose forward, 
Andy Jarrell, is to put off a her- 
nia operation to play in the Re- 
gal Trophy tie at Huddersfield 
on Sunday. He will only have the 
operation if he suffers a reaction. 

St Helens will be without Vila 
Matautia and Andy Northey at 
HuL The players, seirt off for high 
tackles at Bradford last week, 
were suspended for three match- 
es and one match respectively. 


BBC pots major championships 


Snookar 

The World Professional Bil- 
liards and Snooker Association 
yesterday announced a five- 
year deal with the BBC. believed 
to be worth around £I7-5m, for 
tbe rights to cover four major 
events — the Embassy World 
Championship, the Royal Liv- 
er Assurance UK Champi- 
onship, the Benson and Hedges 
Masters and the Grand Prix. 

The WPBSA were keen that 
the game should be available to 
the majority of television viewers 
and dm amfined.lo those who pay 


for a satellite channeL ITV made 
no bid and a Sky spokesman said 
that although they were involved 
in talks, no firm offer was made. 

Jonathan Martin, head of 
BBC Sport, said: “We are de- 
lighted ro nrnmfflni our long and 
successful relationship with a 
sport which continues to hold 
such a wide appeal. particular- 
ly tbe world championship. , 
which is firmly established in the 
portfolio of top sporting events." 

Tbe BBC’s coverage of the 
Royal Liver Assurance UK 
Oiampkmship at Preston begins 
tomorrow. 


At hl etics 

INTERNATIONAL CHIBA ENDS* RELAY 
MARATHON (CIMba, Japan): Men: 1 Austral® 
Iran 47see 2 Siam 2rtKS17: 3 Japan 
2.<Q;A7: 4 Tanzania 2.-03H9. 3 Mews £0426: 
6 Morocco 2*W:25; 7 Carwfc 2*437; S Hun- 
gary 2*54:27 9 Burunoi £04:39; 10 Sweden 
2K>J:J2: 11 Nanertows 2:05:04, 12 Brad 
1-05: 16; IS Poland 2.05,37; 14 On 205:52; 
15 Denmark 20&2S. IS Sp*i 20633: 17 UW- 
ed Stales 20634; 18 S«wn 231:40. 
Woman: 1 Japan £16:44; 2 Ctaa 2:17:51: 3 
Roit»m 22D26: 4 New Zealand 22±5& 5 Ba- 
tons 22232: G Oka Merton 23244 7 Kenya 
232.51: B united Sous 2-.23-.19; 9 Bntam 
2:2332: 10 Itoalne £2434. 


Badminton 

GLASGOW SCOTTISH OPEN (KoMn Hal, Glas- 
■oaft Mao'* toatfes lomd; J Lai&sen (Deni 
w KEnenten IGUaa} 7-15 1M 15-4;H Bangs- 
son (Swai bt M Konatuh (Betauaj 15-8 15- B; T 
Wbpo iSmC n p ftomcn Mu> 13-13 15-6 
15-3: A Bush (Eng KMC Scfttfn fPetu) 15-5 
3-15 15-7; K Han illSJ bt D 3et» (Pot) 196 
15-5. 

Basketball 

NBA: Beaton 129 Chunww 124: No* Yon 94 
Omaand 84; Wasnmgrcn 98 Deirae 97; Miarra 
103 GOden Saw 93; Orlando 95 Vancouver 33: 
Houser 115 PWadeiptw 106; Seattle 106 Mh- 
nesoa 87; Cheap 103 San Ammo 84; MJ- 
wauheo 96 leromo 86: Parana ill? Adana 112: 
Utah 116 Sacramento 96; LA CSppere 125 New 
Jersey 92. 

Boxing 

Steve Collins, the World Bonng Organ- 
isation super-middteweTght crampon. 
w9 not defend his title a&tosi Ray Close 
on health ffouxfc. Close, who drew won 
Chris Eubank the former champion, in 
1993 then lost to him a year later, failed 
a brain scan. 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (Maclcay, Ana, tecond day of 
foufc Queensland 305 [A Symon* 731 and 13 
hx no mwc Sn Lanka 178 (Afena Ranauntp 
77. M h a s pra wg 7 Icr 641. 

FoofbaH 

Chris Woods, the 35-year-old former 
EnSand goalkeeper, has returned to 
Sheffield Wednesday after Reading did 

not extend his loan period at Bm FWk. 

SOUTH iWBBCANSUPgRCUPSanW flniN. 
lecond lac Aver Rate 0 Independents 0. 
VUSVCSOKYS LAZE RLSUUS: Etrepaan am- 
ptoac' League tarap A: PaaDmato 2 Atfwg 


0: Ponn 2 Names 2. Group Bs Spartak l*w»« 3 
Blackburn 0; RusenK*g4 Warsaw 0. Group 
C: Ranged 1 Steaua Bucftar «* 1; Awena* 1 B 
Donrart 2. Grara 0: Fwnewjs 3 (Thoara 2i«n 
3; Real Madnd 0 2. F» Op Bra* round: K- 

imeham 2 Crawe 2. Rnt roan) replay: Fern- 
bomugn 0 Brantford 4. FA Catflaf Premiership: 
OwtM* 3 Baton 2; Coventry o Man IM 4; &■*. 

ion 2 QPR 0: Man Cev 1 WmetecJon ft West Ham 

0 Liverpool 0. Emtatdfh Laafiufc FMt D*Wnc 

1 C Paboa 3 Wohes 2: 1 Soufriarfl t Sn*t 

1 Smtelau a Trainer* 2 Ron Vae i. Bars 

ScaBMi League Premier OMatac Hibernian 3 
Parack 0 . B e a rer Homos League Midl a n d DM- 
don: Corey 2 Buoonaam 1 Southern DMatare 
Forest Green ftnen 4 Ufesteo-^er-Mare 0. Dr 
Martm ore FM round leg: Newoorc WC 

2 Menhyr Tjcf.l a. FA Mbnt Vasa Second 
(TMSKt Durtum Llfy 4 WraOi loan 1; GuetaCM^i 
Toen 2 Croat. Tom V Sastam Rod Star 2 Pear- 
teeNevADun l;PnK*we Tom 2 Gode Twin a Fed- 


fight the popular American 
Bronco McKart in a mandato- 
ry defence. It looks as if the 
Sheffield fighter will have no 
time to cash in with an easier 
first bout as champion. 

Jones pulled himself up from 
a first-round knock-down and 
had a point deducted for a 
bead butt in the ninth, but still 
took the verdict by scores of 
116-111, 114-113 and 113-113, 
after dominating the second half I 
of the bout as the champion j 
tired visibly- 


0 Terbtanetie: B FoudwK D Crawtoni ffiB). 71 

1 Gambon ( W: c WHams iGB). 72 Tony John- 
stone (Zen). 74 U Thane fOenl: M Archer iGBV 
75 P Fnedlanaei (Snesy: J Berry (Eng). 

CASIO WORLD OPEN (Kapeftfais, Japan) 
Loafing ArM-romd Korea (Japan imlaaa 
■fated): 85 K Mans. SB H Mesha. 68 K Tate- 
m: M Kaaarnaa: V KaneAo; T YMieyams. eg B 
wans RJSi; K Tomon: B Jooe lUSi; S OfcudK r 
B actawea (ausj. h voshtmurB; M Huada. 70 M 
OzM; T HamiTon fljSi; C Franco (Per); N Ozakc 
V Se&) JF^>; c Rcccs ou: P v/etan iMy, J Haeg- 
£man iSwe); L Janzen (US). 

JUBTRAUAN OPEN (MeBreorne) taaOag ftat- 
raund caores (Ana un l aaa stated): OB D 

BranaJon: L ThMen L Sc^hen: P McWhinney; R 

Whitlock. 90 P Oewnpon (NZ); G Wane IN2); M 


B<Jifi0«in Syrvicne 1 Toe Lsw 1. fl a c end 0M- 
aJoa: Rytxye CA 1 Norren 5 C reat Mft League 
P raafiarOM rt o m Bnnsat 1 Tuermn 4 Hat- 
lanJc Lea g ue P remJarD hW a ni EncawgilShcH- 
•ood Untied l; Farfen) Town 6 Dam Town 0: 
Larrtwjm Socks 2 Saandon Stnnnsme 0: Nonh 
lagi30tmceagTcaci4. H area w dUrttadCam- 
tte» i^aore United Coontea ifaAre P rei afar 
Wnfaton: Poton 3 WWm^crougn a Cup that 
maid: Kemomi o State* 4 . ids League Sec- 
ond DMakoc Collar Row 1 M e tropdmn Pa-cel. 
Jeewo Eoeteni league Preader DMahaa Sud- 
tuy WanderatB 2 WmtmdBt 1. Lee«ie of VMM 
Cap Bop Am first maid: Caernarfon 2 Ban- 
gy 0; Corwy l Penhmsdog 3. aroop Hw Drat 
maid: Ton Penoe a BMw Vale a North Wen 
Caunffaa 1 aaqrei Fftst O M dat Prefect 3 Dor- 
non A S( Hem 1 Btaciqxwl Rdrere 1- IMBaed 
LeegkM Pranler DMMcm DnMsAn 0 Barrow 4. 
Fktt Dtrtatorv BrstOcrd P* 2 &s«09d 2. Uattt- 
la Ffcat OMsioo cap: U«i 0 Cusen Asnton L 
IMet Sums Ccerty Laaeoa Fkst OhdatoK 
(Mwehanoi 5 Souaertck 0. Avon t aa i aan ce ce» 
UnMtaa FW DMaloa: A««ai 2 (Msea 1 Cnat- 
ton 2 BrsBJ Rows 0: Lim 1 Souihamcnai O: 
fjorwch 1 OOortl Hid D; WSdOrd D Portsmouth 1; 
Brwd Cuy 1 MDwet 2. Second DMMok Batfi 1 
Swansea 6: Barmn^wn * Newport possponed: 
Bounemooth 3 Pyrtouiti 2. Postponed: UMSm 
C up: Cwfdt v CheoertianL PonUns laagpe Hrst 
DMstae Nats County 2 OkStan 3: Srwrt utd 3 
Noam Faesi 1: Shell Wed 0 Newcastle O. Sec 
ond artate n 1 . BtadpooM khA o: Grensby 1 Pre- 
sun l; ManefMd 0 tortiert ia re 4; UddesuouMi 
4 OairBJey L TOM DMsJoie Bury 4 UMBOMm 2: 
Dedn^n 1 Cartse 0: tetfuoie o Lacdn 0-. Sea- 
boreuffi 1 Chester 0: Sfodqxw 3 Wigan L 


Golf 

zawaABWEOpew (Harare) I waling Bril mt urn 

(SAunleasaiatad): SSCWNtBiaw. S 9 WWres: 

nv. 57 8 Pappas; B UneokL SB A twwoe K9): 
W Coeun: Strain on da Meree; G Mder. L 
iUb 68 J Johnson IUS): M Nornwa: SwnVu- 
irtix D yen Staden: R Stewart; M MeHJty (Znr): 
J la &eri&: B piytc h Uoatt A McLean: P Marts; 
B Vauffien. TO M Gieerr, W Sraiey; B EWfenffw; 
J Mesragn h Proa (Bm); SWtohman: MhOC Mu- 
less: Dastonde Boies: feUson da Sms [EM: N 
ra rtawBeramu (Zen): D RdlKdc B Venwty Jnrt 


on (US): C Bray: P Fazebbon: c Parry: G Opfry? 
R Pampinig s Ten; T Price; C Spence; J Morse 
(US); J E«k LWasdo. 71 S Elengon; R W06: 
S Conran: P OVaDey; D taeaeM-Smun: N Smnh; 
T GaK M Harwood; k ASonby; W Riley. 72 G Na- 
marc 0 Moore; M tfcBatfc KVatouisn; D Mwerv 
Zte; D Patch; G Strstfott M Can; R Green; R 
Brooc S Apptoen P Fowter. C Partw D Cott G 
Dodd; M Habeit (Sue): P Talarang (NZ); M 
Long. (to. 73 J Daly (US); A Byrnes C Jones; D 
Dmc D HA D Fatoon; J Mosetey: S UncocS Jean: 
van Do VakM (Frt; P TBOuanen (US): C Manrc 
A Paster B Jackson (GB); B Wrfi C Wan DerVOda 
(Nath): 0 Datong (USi; J L Guemr (Fr); l Pw?r- 
soru M Osyton; M We* iCan); P Motonw; S 
Wenaidson (GB). WBfaOaaa c S BOfcmJey (&ifl. 
JAPAN SENIOR OPEN (Kltaure. Japan) Lead- 
ing TUst-round scor e* (Japan unlaaa staled ): 
65 Isao Ac*i 30 35; 89 Jun NoOechl 33 33; 67 
Men Amano 33 34; 68 Keato Aral 35 33: 99 
Saw Data 33 36: Kasuioshi Mkucw 32 37: G 
Player iSAj 36 33. 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S OUWIC QUALIFYING TDURNA- 
IMMT (Cape Town] Mott day: China 2 Alnea 1; 

Nahenonas 0 Canada 1. SamdtogB 1 Gomeiei 
P56fWi 3 Norae 5-7; 3AigmmS-7 : 4 One) 
anain ^6; 5 Nemertarefc 65. FW Are quadftr. 


Ice hockey 

MB: Hartfad 4 Montreal 2; Dewxl 5 San Jose 
2: NY wanton 5 loa Angrtas 2; Wtonipag 3 Ot- 
tawa V NY Rangers 4 Pmspui&t 3, Tempo Bay 
3 New Jersey 1: Dales 4 VariMuwr 3; Cotoraao 
6 Ocagn 2. Edmonton 2 Anahekn 0. 

Rugby Union 

DUBAI EASES INTERNATIONAL SEVBtS Ffeat 
reuaL Soup OiaMna 12 Atoms A£) la ieeea- 
B (End 14 ttomtCs Bay CNZi 36: heto'i Bay 
(NS 24 Kobb 12; Leicester (Eng 24 ADanoa (usi 
5. an* flao: Waftton (Eng) 33 ThtoDea (Seo) 0; 
Romano 12 Japan 36c WUAeis (Eng) 34 Japan 
12: Ihtodes {Scot 10 Romano 28. GnopTfana: 
Rcejes n=rt 7 KM Karads OO 28: Gratae 
mu 24 Harm ffU 2& finoa (Ft] 33 Am <hJ 
12. aw »ar 0*8rSBnafioa) 31UBC CM bok 
i Cod 7; Nsu (SAJ 31 hsh uraohcuYB oil! 10 l 


that is indeed the case, Smith 
must decide where best to play 
the Englishman. In an attacking 
role, he showed agains t Steaua, 
Celtic and Hearts that be can 
score goals, the problem is filling 
the hole he leaves in the midfield, 
a gap exploited hy Aberdeen in 
the Coca-Cola Cup semi-final and 
again in the league. 

Smith could buy again and in- 
deed there are suggestions that 
he is interested in Mikel Beck of 
Fonuna Cologne. The Danish 
striker would perhaps fin the gap 
which has been left in the 


Rangers’ front line since the de- 
parture of Marie Haidey to OPR. 

The problem is likely to re- 
quire major surgery, and while 
purchasing players is no guar- 
antee of success. Smith's best bet 
might be a long-term approach 
to bring quality young Scottish 
players through the ranks. 

Sadly, Rangers’ European fail- 
ure is an indicEinent of the whole 
of dub football in Scotland at a 
time when, conversely, the na- 
tional team and Under-21s have 
qualified for the latter stages of 
the European Championships. 


Charlton kicks 
off skills wall 
for youngsters 


GLENN MOORE 


Bobby Chariton, showing the 
same sense of timing that dis- 
tinguished his football career, 
yesterday launched a new ini- 
tiative designed to improve 
youngsters' basic ball skills. 

As British interest in the Eu- 
ropean competitions was re- 
duced to just Nottingham 
Forest, Charlton announced 
Footwall, a concept which, like 
all the best ideas, is so simple 
the only wonder is why no one 
had thought of it before. 

A Footwall is a concrete 
watt, 10 metres by three metres, 
which is embedded in the 
ground with angled corners, 
like a triptych. The body of the 
wall is overlaid with a life-size 
photograph of goalmouth ac- 
tion from the Premiership. 
The idea is that children can 
use the wall, which will have 
target boxes painted on it, to 
practice shooting, passing and 
heading, either on their own, 
or with friends. 

The wall wfll be paid for by 
advertising on the back and 
offered free to kxal authorities, 
schools and sports dubs. The 


company behind it, Footwall, 
hopes to install 1,000 sites in the 
□ext year, with the cost covered 
by £5 Jid in advertising revenue. 
The backdrop will be changed 
every fortnight to sustain in- 
terest. 

“I learned by playing in the 
street but, nowadays, the streets 
are full of cars," Charlton said. 
“Parents do not want Iheir kids 
playing in them and they stay in- 
side and play with computers 
and watch TV instead. 

“Kids do not practice the ba- 
sics anymore. They go straight 
into matches and hardly touch 
the ball. 1 want our youngsters 
to master their skills and make 
British football the envy of the 
world again." 

The idea is backed by the 
Football Assodation Premier 
League and has been tested by 
Aston Vifia. There are some 
reservations , however. For in- 
stance, why was the Profes- 
sional Football Association’s 
excellent “Football in the Com- 
munity" scheme not involved? 
Will sites have control over the 
choice of advertisements? Ob- 
viously, schools will not want 
cigarette or alcohol advertising 
on their premises. 


Harriers put Woking 
record on the line 


Non-League notebook 

UZSEARL 

Two teams who last met at 
Wembley in May meet again to- 
morrow in the more mundane 
surroundings of league foot- 
ball. Woking entertain the side 
they beat in last season’s FA Tro- 
phy final, Kidderminster Har- 
riers. 

Now second in the Ybuxhall 
Conference to Kidderminster's 
third, Woking are defending a 
remarkable home record of 20 
matches undefeated, which 
dates back to Boxing Day last 
year. 

Much of the credit for Wok- 
ing’ s run is given to their solid 
defence, but Kidderminster, 
who last week ended a seven- 
week spell without a win, may 
be more concerned tomorrow 
with two of the home side’s for- 
wards. Clive Walker, the Con- 
ference Player of the Year, is in 
top form with eight goals from 
seven matches, while Scott 
Steele has netted six goals in six 
appearances. 

Both teams were involved in 
FA Cup first-round replays in 
midweek. Woking will take in- 
spiration from their 2-1 home 


SOUTH-WEST (V MUtondo. OS DMalual 
CbanptoraMp. Gtomotor, toraonoo. au* T 
Sdmpaoa (West HarDepooD: J Naytor (Oral), W 
Greanaood P Jobnoon lOmai, capo. 


BoMwta (Sale), M Graonwood (Wasps). N 
Aotwm (Setol, C Vyvyaa (Sale). 

MPLANDB: J QaaoMI (Itogby Uam R SW>- 
blafi (Beafonl). A Kocr (Moseteyi. BWhrtattna 
(Badfotf), H T h omey art T JNontwmp®^); P 
Grayson (Natnampmn, capO. J Fast (Wmtne- 
lon PartJ; M VoMoad tN a tf u np ra n). T Battooa 
CNormampwnj. N WBbOer (Mostono, D Bondi 
iCouenpyL RWaatOowrestoi-). I |B«) 

Tool. B Poratnoy (Nort h ampton). G Seely 
iNonhompten). 

Squash 

PAKISTAN OPEN (Karachi) Sacood roan* M 
Cnataner (Ere) M T Hands (Eng) 15- U 15-10 
is* m cams mm a Mt 2 Bran<kl (Pau is-io 
9-15 IS6 ISIS Zarak Jsran Wan (Pmi bt 
SJaraau) Islam K tan (Paw 15-6 15-14 13-15 
15-12: j Powen (CW) h 5-Del Hams (Eng) 8-15 
14 15 15-9 1&« 15- 10; C waflor (Er« 5 A Fa- 
W*JT Khan (HK) 17-15 15-13 15-10; 0 Ryan 
|HmPr NtaH (Seo) 12-15 15-13 17-14 U- 15 
15-12: R BAe* <Aue) M p Greoay (Gr) 15-9 15-1 
13-15 155: Jararia Khan (Pato t» F UtanSao- 
fie lAig) 15-6 15-6 15-&. 


Sumo 

KYUSHU STAND TOURNAMENT tTUonha) 
Ufli Hoy Of Ific Aqftama toon 8 kn4) mHjsh- 
raun ywyo] l&« Ktoatwna (B-4) bt Kkra» 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

(7.45 witess aratEd) 

BDRDOAfS LEAGUE OP ISLAM} PrtMnJorDt- 
vtofcm; Com Chy v Bohemens; Shetooume v 
Dn^cdauu. 

JBMQNEASIBWtEACUEAatUiMmCha- 
tenaaren « lynn. Prartor DMakac Hawr- 
hfl Ftarera . Hadetfi Urtfed: Sudbury Wgxtorei B 
» N owna iiet Town. 


RogbyUnlon 

CUJffWrcH: Londa 

(7-15). 


Uaidon Scotssh v Rchmond 


Other sports 

BADMINnN^CORU) Open (KeMn Hal. GtoS- 

enf>- 

BASKETBALL: 7UP Traphy quMr-SnO: Domes 
Mtoy Tobis v landon TOMfs (7 . 15). 

BOMNG: BOUi I^K-heaqiMie>t ffite C Ash- 
ley Oeeds. lukteD v M Core (Manchestert 
(Borieo. Manchester). 

SNOOKER; Royal Lner Aaeuanca UK Cnamo- 
ontftoa (Preston); W»M Anvwyr Champtonstap 

(Brann. 


defeat of Bameu which takes 
them through to the second 
round of the Cup for tbe sev- 
enth year running. In the cele- 
brations that ensued Woking 
fans became the first people to 
taste Britain’s newest beer. 
Cardinal Ale. The brew, so 
called after the club’s nick- 
name, is being manufactured by 
a member of Woking's board of 
directors. 

On a more sober note, Kid- 
derminster went ou! of the Cup 
in their replay when they were 
beaten 3-2 on penalties by Sut- 
ton United after a 1-1 draw. 
Nevertheless, Kidderminster 
have records of their own to 
pursue tomorrow. The Harriers 
striker Paul Davies, one of the 
top three goalscorers in the 
league this season, will be aim- 
ing to match the Conference's 
all-time goalscoring record He 
notched up his 171st goal last 
weekend and will be keen to 
overtake the existing record of 
172, held by the former Run- 
corn and Barnet striker, Mark 
Carter. 

Because of extensive rede- 
velopment in progress at Wok- 
ing's Klngfield stadium, the 
game tomorrow will be all tick- 
et 


12-101; Awnoeho (5-6) bl Ograftana (7-5); Ki- 
takacnoahi 16-6) a HDimruawne (6-6): Kao- 
DeHu (66) MOghaMg (7-5j: Kasueafui (7-5) 
W Axawyutata 15-71; MfeuRsato (7-5) KDasftrto 
(8-4): TomonohsfB (5-7} m Manum l3-9l; 
Kptudotan (4-8) bt MnaoJuji i6-6); KontsMu 
15-7) bi Daatv (3-9): Asanmraha (6-6) K 
VtaJ®shiW> ©-7); Kounowale (6-6) bl AXr 
nosJuma (7-5); uimam (5-7) » rtanwiotnra 
15-7): KOOnaaana IS -Ti m Tocfimraha (4-fii; 
TattbOo (5-71 01 Terao 0-91: Ui*»)*ma (B-6i 
bl Denhi 1-1-8); Toseroiaiii I6-4J at HaonsMO 
(64); Kak> (7-5) bt WEtanrana (10-2n Tafcran- 
airy (7-5i bt Micaatmanj i8-4i; Tahanohana 
(10-2) bt mpjna*™ (5-7). 

1&miis 

71m Henman, the British No 3, yester- 
day reached the quarter-finals of the ATP 
Challenger tournament in Andorra with 
a 6-3, 7-6 second-round victory over 
Michael Joyce of the United States. 
WORLD DOUBLES CHAMMONSHP (Etod- 
homn, Nath): Rwt Strap: T Ho (US i and B 
Steven (NZ) btM Knourtes (Hah) and D Nestor 
(Can) 6-4 6-4. Blue 3nv R Leach and 5 
Metwea n<S> b! LLot» (AteD and J Sanchez (So) 
7-5 6-2- 

We^frCHfUrig 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Guara^hou, Ctli- 
nafc Meo's31k(f SoaidcAPan?. iRuy 185 0 
Lftnorai and jerteBgbnv 225.0. TeM: Petrov 
410.0. Women - * 76 l« catoga y. Snatch: 
Zhang Xbou (China) 102.5 k£. dean raid Jorts 
Li 127.5. Total: 1 U 227* 32hang 22i0. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Damon Hill’s position in a poll | 
of experts to find the world’s i 
leading racing driver. The top 
10, according to the survey by 
BBC Grand Prix 95 Maga^he, 
are: 1 Schumacher, 2 Alesi, 
3 Coulthard, 4 Hill, 5 
Frentzen, 6 Bergen 7 Irvine, 
8 HaKkinen. 9 Herbert. 10 
Brundle. 
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Rovers’ fall may cost England dear 


GLENN MOORE 

Football Correspondent 

Blackburn Rovers' misadven- 
ture in Europe this season was de- 
pressing enough before 
Wednesday night's extraordinary 
brawl between two of their play- 
ers. but it now threatens the □ um- 
ber of places allocated to English 
clubs in European competition. 

The club itself predictably 
closed ranks yesterday following 
the modem which saw fists fly be- 
tween two England internation- 
als, Graeme Le Saux and David 
Batty, just four minutes into the 


Champions' League game with 
Spartak Moscow. The fighting 
came after the two had dattered 
into one another near the touch- 
line and then traded insults. 

The only statement forth- 
coming from the dub, which re- 
lumed from Moscow yesterday, 
was a short statement from the 
chairman, Robert Coar. “The 
club is disappointed with the in- 
cident. Ray Harford will sit 
down with the players tomor- 
row. If disciplinary action is 
deemed necessary it will be 
carried out internally," he said. 

The Football Association, by 
way of contrast, reacted with re- 


markable speed and has al- 
ready written to European foot- 
ball's governing body, Uefa, 
expressing concern and asking 
it to take action. The conse- 
quence may be the loss or a Uefa 
Cup representative next year. 

England was one of three 
countries given an extra place 
this season because of its fair play 
record. Uefa, which do not ac- 
cept video evidence, are await- 
ing the reports from the referee 
and match observer. Should 
they take no action, the FA may 
charge Le Saux and Batty with 
brining the game into disrepute. 
At present it insists the watch 


falls under Uefa’s jurisdiction. 

Whatever penalty Rovers im- 
pose - fining them two weeks 
wages would appear the mini- 
mum - it is not an internal mat- 
ter. It could be argued that 
Rovers have been bringing the 
reputation of English football 
into disrepute ever since they 
embarked upon their Champi- 
ons’ League campaign. How- 
ever, nothing, not even the 
woeful displays in East Lan- 
cashire, Norway and Poland, 
had prepared us for Wednesday 
night's madness in Moscow. 

That the English champions 
would then end the match thor- 


oughly beaten and reduced to 


10 men merely heaped humil- 
iation upon the shame. They 
were lucky to finish with 10. 


Players have been sent off for 
punching team-mates. 

01% Roman tsev, the manager 
of Spartak Moscow, summed up 
most people’s reaction when he 
said: “It was most unexpected. 
This is the first time I have seen 
people setting scores on the field 
with a fist fight" Harford, the 
Rovers manager, was less forth- 
coming but he admitted: “I have 
□ever seen anything like it from 
players of mine. They will 
be dealt with within the dub." 


Whether Rovers can keep the 
matter internal most be open to 
question. “The dub and Har- 
ford must punish the players 
now, in public, and the punish- 
ment must hart," the focal pa- 
per, the Lancashire Everting 
Telegraph , demanded yesterday 
with understandable vigour. 

The incident underlined the 
depth of Blackburn's crisis, re- 
gardless of their improved do- 
mestic form. That Batty* was 
involved would surprise no one. 
be has always been a midfield 
scrapper. However, the player 
who started the fight was Le Saux, 
who is widely regarded as one of 


the more thoughtful footballers. 

He has. however, previously 
revealed a temperamental streak 
under pressure, even inappro- 
priately lashing out at an Ever- 
ton player during the Charily 
Shield. Indeed, he has been 
booked more times than Batty 

during a career erf similar length. 

The incident adds to the pres- 
sure on Harford. There is a feel- 
ing that Rovers' triumvirate of 
himself, Derek Fazackerley and 
Tony Parkes, for all theircoach- 
ing qualities, lack the fight touch 
which all teams need. It is all 
“bad cop” with no “good cop" 
figure to put an arm around 


drooping shoulders. -There are 
also accusations that Harford has 
favourites, a fatal weakness in 

m anaging a dressing-room 

Quite what Blackburn’s 
benefactor, Jack Walker, makes 
of it all can only be guessed aL 
Sadness was probably his over- 
wbehning reaction. Throughout 
Europe Blackburn Rovers are 
no longer known for Alan : 
Shearer's goals; they .are lbe 
team who fight each other. Bor 
the first thne since he reached 

have vron^ered whether it has 
all been worth it. 
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Bradford win 
wages battle 








Bradford City* have won their 
fight to stop paying goalkeep- 
er Paul Tomlinson's wages. The 
Second Division side had been 
paying Tomlinson £650 a week, 
tor the past five months since 
he refused a contract, but the 
Football Leagues appeals com- 
mittee decided yesterday that 
he wflj not be paid after the end 
of the month. Bradford, how- 
ever, can still demand a trans- 
fer fee for Tomlinson if he 
finds a new dub. 

Chris Karri ara, Bradford’s as- 
sistant manager, said: “It's a vic- 
tory for football that someone 
should not be allowed to slay at 
home and get paid. Freedom of 
contract is not designed for 
people who want to sit on their 
backsides. It's supposed to help 
those who want to play." 

Mel Machin, the Bourne- 
mouth manager, has been cen- 
sured by the FbolbaU Association 
after being found guilty of bring- 
ing the game into'disrepuie. He 
was charged, along with assistant 
manager John Williams, follow- 
ing remarks made to referee Bar- 
ry Knight during the match 
against Crewe on lb September. 

The Queen’s Park Rangers 
midfielder Simon Osborn is to 
have talks about his future with 
Ray Wilkins only five months af- 


ter his £S50.000 move from 
Reading. Osborn is unhappy 
about not being able to secure 
first-team football and is threat- 
ening to leave the club. 

An inquiry into a complaint 
by the England coach, Terry 
Venables, that a group of peo- 
ple were orchestrating a smear 
campaign against him has been 
terminated by detectives, who 
have not brought any charges. 

Tommy Taylor, the Cam brieve 
manager* has banned his players 
from night-clubs after midfielder 
Russel] Stock was put out of the 
game tor at least two weeks with 
a fractured eye socket following 
an incident during a night out. 

The FA and the Football and 
Premier Leagues are to call a 
summit to settle their differences 
following their recent spat over 
television rights. The FA chief ex- 
ecutive. Graham Kelly, has writ- 
ten 10 his League counterparts, 
asking for a meeting to discuss 
the way forward. “The needs of 
the game and the unity of the 
game demand this," Kelly said. 

Spain's Union Deportivo 
Salamanca are preparing to 
make a £2. 6m bid for Brazil's 
World Cup striker Romario. He 
is understood to be unhappy at 
Flam engo, who have struggled in 
the Brazilian league this year. 
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Graham Thorpe on his way to an unbeaten 131 against Orange Free State in Bloemfontein yesterday 




Photograph: Graham ChadwicK/Allsport 
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Stewart and Thorpe hit their stride 


ACROSS 

I Visionary puzzle creator 
losing heart (4) 

3 Fish in strips - a common 
sight in supermarkets (S) 

10 Rouse a tanner to make a 
small circle (4,2, 1,8) 

II Line that doesn't quite 
connect? Dodgy poets may 
include it (9) 

12 Operatic song forming sec- 
ond half of hymn to the 
Vtrpn? (4) 

13 Ruler exercises right in 
centre of early civilisation, 
on reflection (7) 

15 One daughter, brought in 
under restraint, put things 
away neatly (6) 

17 Puts repealed heavy pres- 
sure on currency (6) 

19 Mild foreplay loose 
woman's left out - about 
time!(7) 



20 Horse gives cry of discom- 
fort when decapitated (4) 

21 Think beer cart crashed - 
end of ale! (9) 

24 Call a halt or gap, possibly 
- happy to lose core sci- 
ence? (J 

5) 

25 Stand payment endlessly? 
Certainly, having source of 
great wealth (8) 

26 Hint from Line in what pre- 
vious actor said? (4) 

DOWN 

1 Tense uprising in side awk- 
wardly placed t'8) 

2 Affected by nobleman in 
ancient history (5) 

4 A fruit not yielding up its 
pith as nutritional food (7) 

5 Traditional opponents 
work on beach, right, sur- 
rounded by Aussies (4.3,7) 

6 Has dinner on Sunday, 


swallowing alcohol in the 
gloom (9) 

7 The girl would disrobe? (4) 

8 Part one's coming to rein- 
terpret, sharing experi- 
ences (9,5) 

9 'See! British for us!' ac- 
cording to political party 

14 lloiy model - professional 
kid, heading off exaggerat- 
ed claims (9) 

16 Electronic communicator? 
Still picking up pen, mostly 
to circumvent hindrance 
(8) 

18 Various dues are curtailed, 
being unsuitable for the 
church (7) 

19 Overlooked attempt to in- 
vade castle (6) 

22 Horrify a Nordic type in 
uprising (5) 

23 Whatumake second mog- 


Crfcket 

MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Bloemfontein 
England 316-4 dec 
Orange Free State 36-0 


All those years of sporting iso- 
lation have clearly left South 
Africa in urgent need of rc -ed- 
ucating their cricketing public, 
and the electronic scoreboard 
here subtly led yesterday' s spec- 
tators through some of the more 
complex intricacies of the game. 

“Great Shot!”, it flashed, when 
someone played a great shot, and 
“That’s Four Runs!" it blazed, 
when someone scored four runs. 
Happily for England, these cru- 
cial pieces of information were 
relayed with some regularity 
yesterday, after a depressing 
previous week when the only 
electrifying aspect of this tour had 
come from bolts of lightning 

However, while centuries 
from Alec Stewart and Graham 
Thorpe were therapeutic 
enough, neither of them will 
find many pitches more ac- 


commodating than this one, 
nor an attack for whom the de- 
scription undemanding would 
sail dangerously dose to flattery. 

The home team have recent- 
ly changed their name from Or- 
ange Fh-e Stale to Goodyear Free 
State, which will doubtless lead 
to Roses matches between Kel- 
loggs Yorkshire and Teseo Lan- 
cashire when our own marketing 
men cotton on to the possibilities. 
Yesterday, though, without Allan 
Donald and Ffanktyn Stephen- 
son, Lbe Goodyear team were op- 
erating on a set of bald tyres. 

On the other hand, England 
did well to give the pre-Test tri- 
al their full attention in an almost 
total lack of atmosphere. Here 
in the heart of Afrikaaner coun- 
try - where anyone trying to 
change the name of the ground 
from Springbok Park to Pratea 
Pastures will get very short shrift 
- rugby is the major game, and 
31 years without a visit from the 
England cricket team has not 
brought Bloemfontein to the 
brink of fever pitch. 

The unJuctaesi batsman yes- 
terday was the captain. Michael 


Atherton, who was caught in the 
gully without scoring, fending 
off a nasty lifter from Nico Pre- 
torfris. Thereafter, the only risk 
involved in facing Pretorius 
was in getting over-excited. 

Mark Ramprakash was Eng- 
land’s other failure, chopping a 
wide delivery on to his stump 
after scratching out 15 runs in 
20 overs, and his place in next 
week’s second Test match re- 
mains very much under threat 
It might Have been even more 
so had Alherton not declared 
when John Crawley was going 
well towards the end of the day. 

The opportunities to get out 
to a wide delivery yesterday 
were certainly plentiful, but 
Stewart and Thorpe are so strong 
square of the wicket that the 
fielders at cover point and square 
leg were lucky to get off the field 
without sustaining nasty injuries. 

Stewart hit 21 fours off 182 
balls in his 35th first-class cen- 
tury, although his average of a 
three-figure score every 15 in- 
nings or so is not a great return 
for a player of his ability. Ather- 
ton. by contrast, has scored the 


same number of centuries in 
around 150 less innings. 

Stewart, though, scored his 
runs a good bit more quickly 
than Thorpe, who kept pinch- 
ing the strike off his Surrey 
team-male. Stewart having vol- 
unteered unsuccessfully to re- 
tire and give someone else a bat 
after reaching three figures, fi- 
nalfy gave it away sfoggmg at the 
left-arm spinner Nicky Bqje, lbw 
on the back leg. 

Bqje contributed most of the 
43 overs of spin orchestrated by 
the Free Slate and South African 
captain, Hansie Cronje, which 
made sure (purely coincidental- 
fy, no doubt) that England’s pre- 
Test batting practice was 
something otter than a rqrfka of 
what is expected in Johannesburg. 

Robin Smith fell, as he did in 
the match at Kimberley, to an 
uncontrolled leg glance to the 
wicketkeeper, but Thorpe was 
still there on 131 (262 balls, 20 
fours) when Atherton decided 
to give the Free State half an 
hour’s batting before the dose. 

This, as it happens, did rather 
less for the side's confidence 


than what had gone on earlier. 
Devon Malcolm had not bowled 
for 12 days since the match at 
Kimberley r idnce when he has 
clearly not lost the ability to 
bring a serious glower to the 
face of Raymond Illingworth. 

As Malcolm - bowling every- 
where other than at the stumps 
- gave away 19 runs off four 
scattcrgun overs, the manager 
got up from his seat, glanced 
into the adjacent press box, 
and preferred one of his “care 
to swap jobs?" expressions. 

<Rrst day at tftree: Engand won Ores) 
ENGLAND - HrR famines 

*M A Afflanon c wnwnson b Prewnus 0 

tA J Stewart lbw b Boje U0 

MStenpratatfiOOBien 15 

G P Thorpe not out 131 

R ASmftfi c Rattay b Bafckes 27 

J P Crawtey rv* out — 28 

Extra* (m2. W3, nbl) 

Total (tar 4, 87.5 owrej 316 

Fata 1-4, 2-45,3- 188, 4-240- 
DM not bat DG Corn, MCiott, R K DSng- 
worth. P J Martin, 0 E Maksim. 
BoaGmpPretorfiH 17-3-75-1; Baktes 16-3 
42 1; Bote 34.5-14 91-1; Craven 15-651- 
1; Cw(e 60-31-0; Vents? 61-20-0. 

Orange Free Stats - Rret Inafa* 

O Joidaan not out J20 

G Fj ijetjentetg not out 12 

Total (tar 0, 7 oran) — J1 -. — ____36 
To bat *W J Cronje, L J ’ iiunson, J F Vert- 
ter. H H Dtppenaar, C F Jfeven. N Boja, HC 
BcMas. tP J L Radee /w piwonus. 
Bowing: Malcol'-, oTS-0; Mott 3-613-0. 




Setback for Moore as Mitchell earns England call-up 

Rugby Union Moore was dropped from Paul HulL the full-back Eng- (Saracens). Called into the of- South African tourists Transvaal 


Brian Moore suffered a setback 
in his campaign to regain his Eng- 
land place yesterday when his 
Harlequins dub-mate Simon 
MhcheU, who rotates the hook- 
ing duties with Moore, was draft* 
ed into on expanded squad. 


Moore was dropped from 
the squad for last Saturday’s Test 
against South Africa after win- 
ning 64 caps. 

Mitchell is one of nine play- 
ers added to the Twickenham 
squad for training at Marlow 
□ext Tuesday in the build-up to 
the Test against Western Samoa 
on 16 December. 


Paul HulL the full-back Eng- 
land rejected at the start of the 
year, is recalled. Also bade in the 
squad arc Tun Stimpson, the 
West Hartlepool hill-back. 
Wasps’ backs Nick Grccostodc 
and Andy Gomarsall, Leicester 
prop Darren Garforth and back 
row forwards Rory Jenkins 
(Harlequins) and Tony Diprose 
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(Saracens). Called into the of- 
ficial squad for the first time, 
along with Mitchell, is the 
Orrell wing Jim Naylor. 

Simon Shaw, the Bristol lock, 
would have been induded but for 
his horrific leg irqury on Wednes- 
day. U is likely that Sale's John 
fiawlervtifl come in instead to re- 
inforce the lode strength. 

Shaw will miss the rest of the 
season after suffering career- 


during Bristol’s 26-12 defeat by 


South African tourists Transvaal 
on Wednesday. He sustained a 
double dislocation of his left an- 
kle and a fractured shin. He also 
damaged the tigameots and ten- 
dons in his ankle. 

The break and the dislocation 
should not prove a problem long 
term, but Bristol's coaching co- 
ordinator, Brian Hanlon, said 
surgeons are worried about the 
ligament damage. “If anything 
poses a long-term threat to his 
career, it is that," he said. 
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